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ANNOUNCEMENT
The Annual Conferences on Indiana History, held on or
near Admission day, December 11th, under the auspices of the
Society of Indiana Pioneers, the Indiana Historical Society,
and the Indiana Historical Commission, are fast becoming the
one outstanding historical event in our state. During the
Fourth Conference there were three hundred and forty-two
registrations, and there were perhaps seventy-five or one hundred present who did not register, making the total attendance run well over four hundred. Fifty-four of the ninety-two
counties in Indiana we1·e represented. Four hundred and
sixty-eight attended the annual dinner of the Society of Indiana Pioneers on Saturday evening, December 9th.
Professor Benjamin F. Shambaugh of the State Historical
Society of Iowa; Hamlin Garland, author, New York, and
George R. Fox of Three Oaks, Michigan, were the principal
speakers during the Fourth Conference.
The Proceedings are herewith printed in full. Those who
love Indiana histo1-y and desire to keep in touch with the
splendid work that is going on all over the state will enjoy
reading every paper and report included in these Proceedings.
JOHN W. OLIVER,
Director Indiana Historical Commission.
February, 1923.
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PROGRAM
FRIDAY NOON-DECEMBER EIGHTH
Twelve to One-Thirty O'Clock
LUNCHEON
Centennial Chairmen and Pageant Writers
THOMAS JAMES DE LA HUN'!', Chairman
THE QUESTION OF PAGEANTRY
George S. Cottman, Indianapolis
When the history of art and literature in Indiana during her
centennial period comes to be written, the chronicler can hardly fail to take note of a certain little cultural wave that rippled
over the surface of things and continued to expand after the
first stimulus had passed. I refer to the making of pageantry
as a home product, set in motion by the agitation for the celebration of our centennial anniversary. After the year 1916
had faded into history the impulse continued, more than most
of us realize, perhaps, and a glance over the newspaper files
of the season just passed would show the announcements of
many minor pageants for occasions of all kinds and sorts.
The dramatic appeal to the eye has always been recognized as
a powerful one; in all the earlier civilizations it played its part,
and the history of it may be followed th1·ough ancient Greece,
through Rome and on through the modern nations, taking
various forms but always the same in essence. Since its appearance in America it has played no mean part as an artistic
expression of the people, especially in the older parts of the
couutry; and now we find it breaking out in what was, not so
long ago as measured by the hour-glass of histo1·y, the 'wilds
of Indiana.'
It is this local manifestation that I wish to consider. All
(6)
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hert> will remember th0 history of its development. Before the
year 1916 there had been, to be sure, a pageant here and there,
and we must not forget that as early as 1914 Miss Charity Dye
and Mrs. Flanner, assisted by Mrs. Fretageot and Mr. Mangrum forestalled the later group by their New Harmony pel'formance, but nevertheless, in the vocabulary of the people the
word pagewit was so little used that it had a remote sound
like folk lore, or some other thing belonging to the earlier
d:oi.ys of older nations. How virgin the soil and how vigorous
the growth when the seed was once planted you may learn
from the volume on "The I11diww Centennial," issued by the
Indiana Historical Commission after the year of jubilee was
all over. The law that created the Historical Commission for
the purpose of promoting a program for our Centennial Year
contemplated, among other things, "such exhibits, pageants
and celebrations as it might deem proper to illustrate the
epochs in the growth of Indiana."
Pageantry, for several reasons, lends itself especially to this
sort of thing, and so in the program it came in for conspicuous consideration. But our people had to be educated to it
and the first step toward this education was the bringing of
vVilliam Chauncey Langdon, a pageantry specialist, to Indiana
University for an academic course on the subject. In addition,
one or two pamphlets on this form of art were issued from
the University. Then a little later Mr. Langdon staged his
Bloomington and Corydon pageants and the thousands who
came to see these went away with a new realization of beauty,
of impressiveness and of historical significance.
The fact to be noted is that the work Mr. Langdon did
and the pl'opaganda of the Historical Commission fell on fertile soil. The records of the Historical Commission show that
it had a strenuous time stirring up centennial enthusiasm in
the state, but nevertheless we find as a result of the stimulus
(confining ourselves to that year) an output of some fortyfive historical pageants. Most of these were home productions,
as they had to be if they were to materialize at all. It has
been figured that 30,000 to '10,000 persons took part in these
exhibitions and that they drew 250,000 spectators. This estimate of the number of spectators is probably low and it is safe
to say that no other factor at work that year Lrought so \' ividly
before the people the history of the State, or went so far to-
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ward creating what we call the "historical consciousness."
That so many communities found in their midst persons who
could write and persons who could stag·e pageants was an unexpected discovery, and there is no reasonable doubt that these
talents could have been uncovered in many other places had
the communities themselves responded to the call and furnished the encouragement. This is the record of one year
and it marks, to my mind, a distinct awakening to something
that has literary and artistic vitality.
If it be asked, now, what is the real value of the pageant
as a popular ente1tainment, the answer is that it has a field
all its own, that nothing else quite takes its place in the supplying of certain recreational needs. It is a notorious fact
that entertainment of the present day has become so commercialized that there is, virtually, no such thing as spontaneous.
healthful play among the people at large, unless it be in foxtrot dancing to jazz music. The old plays and games and
m<'rry-makings of simpler folks are but a memory. The movie
has taken the public captive, and what the movie with its rotten morals is doing· to the public neither you nor I can tell,
but it is enough. Is not the rising generation worth savingfrom demon1Iization? The need is for sane and clean pleasures of our own making, and in this di1=ection nothing, perhaps, offers so many opportunities as pageantry.
Its first recommendation is its possibility. A pageant may
be anything from a little Sunday School affair to a community
demonstration; as a spectacle it may range from a little tinsel
to real splendor, and if it falls down at some points there is a
good chance for others that will save it. In other words you
can put into your pageant just so much talent as you and your
co-workers may happen to possess, and that talent goes into
the writing, the staging, the costuming, the dancing and the
music, while it puts a premium on the "good-lookers" who
can wear the costumes to advantage. Indeed, this exhibition
0f the varied talent of the community is one of the very
strongest points of the pageant, as it is a slimulus and encouragement to such talent and brings together as a social asset
those who have it.
Moreover, by reason of its many participants it brings together people of all classes, making for community solidarity,
an<l this also is a social asset. In illustration of this I may cite
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an instance. Irvington, where I live, had three pageants in three
consecutive years, making it each time a Fourth-of-July affair
and winding up with a grand basket picnic toward evening.
The first year was well attended, the second one better, and
the third one brought a record-breaking crowd. By this time
the promotm·s were so pleased with pageantry as a community
welder, so to speak, that they organized into a pageant association for the purpose of making the entertainment a permanent annual affair. Then the war came on and for the next
two years everybody was too deeply absorbed in Red Cross
work and other war activities to give any thoughts to recreational projects. This, up to the present time, has been a fatal
check, but I have hopes that by another summer the old ep.thusiasm may return. As a rider to this I may add that my idea
of pageantry in the community is that the community interest
shall not be sporadic, but that it shall be permanently organized; that there shall be a play at least once a year, and that
the people shall learn to look forward to it as their own home
festival. When it has taken root in this fashion then we
shall see the real fruits of pageantry.
Concerning the pageants of the Centennial Year, many of
which have been printed, a brief consideration of the characLer and merits of the output is in order. All of them were
historical, and for their subject matter drew upon the State
or local annals of Indiana. Practically all of them mingled
with the realism of history more or less symbolism, such as
ideal figures representing the spirit and essence of things.
This added the purely esthetic quality and gave scope for the
dancing, the display of colors in costuming, and the expression
of lofty sentiment. This admixture seems to have been the
general mold into which the histol'ical pageant was run. It is
hardly to be expected that a year of agitation would produce
a school of real creative artists, so we find that in writing to
Lbis model there has been more or less bonowing, one from
another, which, of course, is immaterial if it helped in the
main object. The history episodes are sometimes presented
picturesquely, sometimes not, but they always, I believe, reveal a conscientious effort to be true to the history represented
-which, by the way, is more than can be said of the centennial
moving picture film, called "Indiana," which stands as a blemish in the history of 1.he centennial movement because it de-
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liberately prostituted history for the sake of a cheap commercialized "art" that was as offensive as the bad history.
But that is another story. The ideals that are aimed at in the
symbolism are sometimes groping· and hazy, but it is always
an aim in the direction of the ideal, the beautiful and the lofty,
and that of itself is much. Sometimes we find a hint of 01·igina!ity which if worked out with a clearet art consciousness
would really add something to our literature.
What I wish to bring out is this: We who under the stimulus of our Centennial Year have written and brought before
the public forty-five pageants, more or less, are, at the beginning of our new century, pioneers in an art movement here at
home that may sometime reflect honor on our names, even as
we are now honoring other pioneers. In the nature of things
the beginner does not work to the more perfect standard that
follows later as the fruit of many minds. The question before us now is, shall we, as a nucleus- as charter members,
so to speak-sun-ender further part in the movement, or shall
we map out ways and means by which we may be leaders and
a stimulus to others. If the latter, then let us give shape to our
ideal-let us, in the language of the street, "see where we are
at."
In this awakening and initial exercise pageantry has been
the handmaid of history, and in turn has been most usefully
served by history. History, it may be said, has brought us
into being and mothered us, but when the time comes for us
to stand alone, be it now or be it later, we must recognize that
pageantry is not the handmaid of history, but belongs to art,
and art is a goddess that overlooks the whole field of human
thought and endeavor and chooses as she sees fit. Art is as
much above history as the ideal is above realism. I have been
a devotee to history, in a small way, much of my life, but I
have been an idealist all of my life, and so I have no illusions
abuut 11istory. A good many things in life a hundred years
ago were drab and inconsequential just as they are today.
What we want is a sifted history-the essence of history-the
history that gives hints and glimpses of the deeper meanings
of things, and there is the ground where it and pageantry
should meet. Looking over our pageantry output we can clearly see where it suffers as an art by too servile a following of
historical facts in the spirii of bald 1·ealism. I think Mr. Lang-
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don was distinctlf handicapped by having that sort of thing
forced upon him. He was hired to write a pageant illustrating the history of Indiana, then Tom, Dick and Harry thought
this, that and the other should be in it quite regardless of the
fact that some historical incidents do not lend themselves at
all to pictorial presentation. A district adverse impression
that I carried away from the Bloomington pageant was that
of the recessional winding up in a common street parade because the grocery wagons and kindred vehicles wanted to be in
it as an advertisement. A pageant master should be free to
eliminate what is not fitting and to idealize or spiritualize· his
subject matter as his inspiration directs. An illustration of
what I mean by the latter statement is afforded by Langdon's
"St. Francis of the Orchards," where the passing of old Johnny Appleseed is invested with all the poetry that lingered like
a halo about his guileless, beneficent life.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON-DECEl\IBER EI GHTH
Two O'Clock
PROFESSOR HARLOW LINDLEY

Secretary Indiana Historical C01nmil;sio11
Presiding

Committee Reports:
School Co-operation ................... Herbert Briggs
Congressional Advisory Committee on Historical Cooperation ...................... . .. Ben F. Stuart
Archeological and Historical Survey ..... John W. Oliver
Our Relation to History ........... Benjamin F. Shambaugh
Superintendent State Historical Society of Iowa
Reports from Local Historical Societies

OPENING REMARKS

Professor Harlow Lindley, Richmond
This marks the opening of our Fourth Indiana History Conference. In the beginning it was somewhat of a problem to
get a program st.:1.rted, but as the organization has grown in
interest and influence we find it is more difficult to get one
stopped.
The program of this afternoon really consists of three parts :1
(1) Five-minute reports from standing committees which
have been created from time to time as certain definite intercsis have manifested themselves; (2) An address by one who
is <1.n authority on a subject in which we are all interested;
(3) Three-minute reports from the various local historical
societies in order to give each one of us an opportunity to know
what is really going on over the state from the point of the
local and regional societies.
A committee appointed at the first conference three years
ago, has been at work upon the problem of historical work in
the schools. As a result, certain specific recommendations
w~re agreed upon, presented to the State Board of Education,
(II)
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and approved by it. This conference appointed two committees : A committee on School Co-operation in the study of Indiana History; and A Congressional Advisory Committee to cooperate in a regional way with the committee on school cooperation.
Mr. Ben F. Stuart of Delphi, a member of the advisory
committee, will speak for five minutes on the activities of that
committee.
REPORT FROM CONGRESSIONAL ADVISORY COMMl'l'TEE ON HISTORICAL CO-OPERATION

B1m F. Stuart, Delphi, Member of Committee, Ninth District
Mr. Chairman and Members of this Conference:
I am a member of a committee appointed to confer with, or
in plain business language, tell the officers of the State what we
need in regard to state history, why we need it, and last, how
to obtain it.
The State of Indiana is a corporation and has its officers and
it.:; citizens as its stockholders. We need more thinking and
action along right lines, and less thinking and less action along
wrong lines: We need a history of the State compiled under
its supervision so it will have the stamp of authority upon it.
The State itself needs such a history.
We need this history as a record of historical events. Think
what it has cost to make the history of the last 106 years and
when any historical records are kept it is done by stockholders.
The only real business-like methods followed in this connection
is to call on the stockholders twice a year for their increased
assessment. Such lack of business methods breeds disloyalty
and tax dodgers, and unless this corporation adopts more business-like methods and pursues them your investment will be
lost and all will be swept down in a pool of Bolshevism and
bankruptcy.
What our State needs and must have to exist, is an honest,
patriotic and loyal citizenship. To attain this standard, the
citizens must have a knowledge of the history of the State.
This knowledge is just as essential to patriotism as a knowledge of the Bible is to Christianity, and you can not teach
patriotism without teaching history any more than you can
teach Christianity without teaching the Bible. Christianity
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and civilization to exist must have back of them a patriotic
and loyal citizenship.
To create this standard the State has created and maintained at the expense of the taxpayers a free school system.
Of this system the common school system with the State Normal to train its teachers constitutes the base of the whole
system.
Much of the trouble today lies in the laws that are enacted to
govern this institution, and when you go to the base and look
over the course of instruction you will find it made up of an
unbalanced course of study; and the great needs of the State
are given in small quantities or entirely ignored.
Realizing these facts, on March 23, I wrote the Superintendent a letter which I copied in as diplomatic language as I had
at my command, which I submit as part of this report.
March 23, 1922.
To the State Board of Education of Indiana,
Indianapolis, Indiana.
Gentlemen:
I have the honor to write you as the member of the Ninth Congressional District of a committee chosen at the last Historical Conference to confer with you in 1·egard to teaching state and local history in
the public schools of the State.
Indiana, every county down to the township, is rich in history and
if you could take a survey of even one to'1'mship you would be shocked
at the ignorance of the general public in this important subject.
I am aware that the curriculum of the public schools is full to
overflowing, and I believe the purpose of the school will be more fully
realized by a careful study of this subject viewed as the development
of civilization from the time of the first settlement to the present time,
than a life study of all the debauched and corrupt monarchs and rotten
monarchies of the old world. Hence I would eliminate much of the
latter and substitute the former.
First: Where start this work? In the first grades before the
pupils' minds have become polluted by trashy novels, the Babe Ruth
and "Fatty" Arbuckle stories. If you would sec all eyes open, begin
telling a class of pupils some ti·ue Indian stories, or of wild animals, or
the boy who got lost in the woods on his way to school in the old log
schoolhouse, with its peg-leg benches and large bundle of switches ready
for use.
Second: If in your judgment this work should have more attention, seek the co-operation of the County Superintendent and teachers,
and begin the introduction of more questions for examination along
this line.
Third: The County Superintendents should calJ on the teachers and
pupils to hunt out, visit and develop the history of those points of in-
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terest and write them clown. Prepare the:se manuscripts and hand them
to the Historical Society for pre,:;crvaiion and future use. This method
will be beneficial to the pupils and save to the State volumes of valuable
historical matter in return for the g1·eat outlay of money the State is
spending yearly for their education.
Now, gentlemen, if you see anything in these few suggestions
worthy of your consideration the State will be the beneficiary in the
end. If not, I hope I have done no harm and have fulfilled the duty
assigned me to the best of my ability, I am,
Most respectfully yours,
BEN. F. STUART,
Burnetts Creek,
Carroll County, Indiana.

Jn reply ihe Superintendent thanked me and stated that Mr.
Herbert Briggs of Terre Haute had ihe matter in charge. I
got in touch with Mr. Briggs and rendered the aid he called
for. The length of time the committee allotted to this subject
was noi in full accord with my suggestions.
On June 10th I addressed a letter to Governor, Superintendent of the three State institutions, a copy of which I submit as
·part of this report.
June 10, 1922.
To the Members of the State Board of Education of Indiana:
Gentlemen:
The Historical Conference which convened at Indianapolis on December 10th and 11th, 1921, chose a committee to confer with you in
regard to teaching state and local history in the public schools of the
State.
I was chosen as a member of that committee from the Ninth Congrc:=:sional District, and if l had not felt that I could 1,ay something in
the interest of the State ·worthy of your consideration I would not have
accepted the position.
One great object of our present school system, and the one in which
the State is most interested, is the production of a loyal citizenship.
"Self-preservation is the first law of Nations."
BurnettsviJJe, Indiana.
Governor Warren T. McCray,
Indianapolis, Indiana.
Dear Governor :
Acting in support of the State Historical Commission in favor of
a history of the State compiled under it~ supervision, the historical conference that convened in Indianapolis on December 10th and 11th, 1921,
went on record in favor of a state organization to attain the above named
object.
The State of Indinna is a corporation and it is jt,st as important
for its officers to direct and aHI in gathering and preserving its his-

toriral en•nli- as it is for oflirel's of othe1· corporations to n•rord their
husirwss transactions.
To cnrourag.! and prcmotc> rhi,- worthr movement, I submit the following· plan of org-ani1.ation: l. Th,• logical branch of the public ~l•n·•
i<'<' to lead in this matter, h~ the nature of its work, the purpose, and
,hl' licncfib i·<'ceind from the Stat<' is the public school ,-yst<•m.
~- The three state institutio11s to aicl in the state history by rt•·
quiring thcii· graduate:; to hand in as lhe~l's historical documents in
l'X<'hange for the diploma tlw Hlntc> confers on them; and thC' gTaduatt•s
of the high school to prepare ~imilar docunwnts of a ;:tatc, county, 01·
local nature all to come: up to a standard.
:i. The co-operation of all otlwr educational institutions, all hi,;torit'al societies, n•ligious, palriolil·, fratcrual :ind business organi::ation~.
4. Tlw press and all public-spirited citizen,;.
The co-operation of thest• bodies in conjunction with the H istol'ic:il
Commi,,,-ion will con:,;titutc nn organi1.ation b-. which we may hope to
have a real history of the Stale.
This plnn is pi-actical, logical, rcl1,cational, and it is a rluty. It
will inspir<' patriotism, loyalty, anrl will not impose a hunlen on the taxpayPrs. \\°p submit this pl.,n and hope for immediate action on it, or
~omclhing bettcl', as much valuable history is being lost daily. T h i..,
wol'k carried to a succc,-;sful conclusion wm redound to the honor of all
t:11v;agccl, arnl will he one of the greatc..;t ad1ic,·cmPnt,- of the preq•nt
gpnr•ration.

B EN. F. STUA RT,

.\lr·mbcr of Commitll'C <'f the ~inth District.

llumett~ville, Indiana.

The ConfPrent<' adopted the following resolution:
Where:i:-, There is a desire to h:wc a full, true anrl compkte hbtory
of l ncliana, a 1·econl of hel' g loriom; past, her present achievements and
her hope,, for the future : tlwrcforp be it
Resoln·d, That in the sen,,c of thi,- Conference that state, county,
city and township authoritic,- and all cnterpri,ing and thinking citizens
of the samr be, ar(• hereby urged, ~olicited, and arc 1·espectfully asked
to lend th<'ir aid and a,-:,;istnnce to tlw end thut :;uch a history may be
written and published.
Resolved, Thal thi,; work be sl:u·lcd by the Stat<', caniccl on by the
counties and roun(k•d out in rlctail by the town~hips, ,o that all incidents
ol historical imporlan<'e may he preserved.
\Vhcn we consider the natt,re of the work and its rost to the State,
the branch of the public service with which your· board is connected is
the most loizical one to lead in thi~ ai,l. The three ~tate in!.titutions to
aid in compiling the hbtory of the :-<tate, and the common school system
to aid in the comity. township nnd stale history.
Thi~ plan i:,; educational, it is practical, giving students an opportunity to render valuable service to the Stale while receiving its benefit:-; and busine:,;s duty.
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I trust your honorable board will receive these suggestions in the
same spirit in which they are given and give them your most earnest
thought. I am most respectfully yours,
BEN. F. STUART,
Burnetts Creek, Indiana.
Member of Committee from Ninth District.

These are serious thoughts but they are true as gospel. Intel1igence is the basis for loyalty, while disloyalty and Bolshevism thrive on ignorance. To reach a true standard of citizenship the individual must have a knowledge of the history of
the family, the community, county and state; and then it becomes the duty of the State to develop and conserve this history for the use of the present and future generations.
Professor Lindley : The report on School Co-operation will
be presented by the chairman of that committee, Professor
Herbert Briggs, of Tene Haute.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL CO-OPERATION
Professor Herbert Briggs, Terre Haute
Three years ago this Conference gave its support to the
movement to teach Indiana history in the schools of the state.
The suggestion was made last year that there ought to be an
outline in the Course of Study that could be used in the schools
for the guidance of teachers of history. This Conference has
been very liberal in approving the work of our committee.
But we were not able until August, 1922, to get any definite
action from the office bf the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction. At that time the superintendent agreed to publish anything we would offer him bearing on the subject. The
following lette1· was sent out from the office of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction under date of August 2,
1922:
To School Superintendents and Eighth Grade Teachers:
Please observe the following instructions in regard to teaching
United States history, Indiana history and local history in the schools
of the State.
1. 'l'hat the time devoted to history in the eighth grade be divided
between United States history, Indiana history and local history; provided, that the time given to Indiana history include a study of the civil
government of the State.
2. That as a means of placing information in the hands of teachers and students, the special chapter feature now in the adopted text-
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book on United States history (which special chapter is devoted exclu;;ively to Indiana history) be and the same is hereby ordered continued;
provided, that said special chapter shall contain a bibliography of Indiana history of not Jess than thirty titles.
3. . ......................................................... .
4. That for the school year of 1922-1923 and annually thereafter,
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction shall furnish an outline
of the special chapter on Indiana history now in the Woodburn and
Moran United States History text, to all teachers of the eighth grade
and that said outline shall be the basis for teaching Indiana history in
the schools of the State.
5. That after January 15, 1923, and annually thereafter, the State
Superintendent of Public Instruction shall fumish questions to all persons who wish to graduate from the common schools of the State, and
that a satisfactory examination on Indiana history shall constitute a
condition for promotion from the eighth grade to any higher school in
the State. Also, that a record of a satisfactory examination in Indiana
history sha11 be entered on the diploma or certificate of graduation of
each student who graduates from the eighth grade.
"I, Benjamin J. Burris, State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
hereby certify that the above is a true and accurate summary of resolutions adopted by the Indiana State Board of Education in regard to
teaching history in the eighth grade. That said resolutions were adopted
at its regula1· meeting of said State Board of Education, February 13,
1920."
(Signed) BENJAMIN .J. BURRIS,
State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
August 2, 1922.
LOCAL HISTORY
(The County as the Unit-To be used in the Eighth Grades)
(Approved by State Superintendent of Public Instruction)
1. SOURCES OF INFORMATION.
Search libraries, homes,
newspapers, magazines and well-informed citizens for information about
your county and its people. Make a list of newspapers and magazines
published in yout county, and if possible, interest the publishers in your
effort. .Examine abstracts of titles to real estate, genealogies or other
sources of information.
2. OWNERSHIP OF THE LAND. Trace the ownership of the
land in your county until it became a pat-t of Indiana. What four flags
have floated authoritatively over your county? Learn the system of
land survey by which land titles are kept. What is a CongTessional
Township?
3. LOCATION, BOUNDARIES, ETC. Locate your county according to latitude, longitude and political divisions. Get the facts about
your climate in regard to temperature, winds and rainfall. What is
the altitude of your county? Why is altitude important? Where or in
what altitude do we find most of the human family?
4. WATERS. What river, lakes or othei· waters are in your county
2-23784
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or adjacent to it'! What service do thc;;e waters rendc1•'! Why are all
wate1 s valuable'!
fi. PlllMlTIV E INHABITANTS. Are thcl'c any traces or relics
of the mound builders in your county? If Indians once lived in you,
county, learn their tribal names. Learn the names of their disting·uished chiefs, together with the achievements of their mo,-t distinguished sachem,;.
6. EARLY WHITE SETTLERS, PIONEERS AND OTHER SETTLERS. Why did the first settlers and other settlers come to your
county? \Vere they attracted by natural advantages, imch as soil, climate, timber, hills, prairies, minerals, facilities for transportation or
was it the instinctive desire to do better that led the first and subsequent
migrations to youl' county? To what extent have the industries attracted settlers to your county? Did your county have a pioneer period'!
Learn the leading facts about pioneer life, the toils, hal'Clships and homc
life of the pioneers. Encourage the recovery, collection and preservation of relics of pioneer domestic life, occupations or indu,;tries.
7. ORIGIN, . INTELLECTUAL AND ECONOMIC STATUS OF
THE SETTLERS. WORK. From what places or countries did the
first settler;; come? Judged by thefr constitutions and other written
h1ws that they made, what estimate shall we place upon their intellectual and moral capacity'! What importance did they attach to the
word WORK? Study the occupational distribution of the people. Why
are occupations important?
8. MILITARY DEFENCES. What forts or other defence~ nave
been erected in your county? What military events, Indian mas,;acres
or other similar event,; have taken place in your county'? With what
great events were these forts connected?
9. INDUSTRIES. Rep01'l on the industries in your county from
the earliest times to the present. Note changes in occupations, the implements employed, the power u~ed and the methods of transportation.
Have any sociological, religious, economical, or industrial experiments
ever been tried in your county and with what results?
10. COUNTY, TOWNSHIP. TOWN AND CITY ORGANIZA'l'lON. By what authority was your county organizecl? Make a map
of your county and show locations of townships, towns, or citie:<. Ry
what authority are townships, towns, and cities organized'? What is
the significance of your county ·name? How do civil townships differ
from Congressional town:ahips?
11. CIVIL GOVERNMENT. Study the ciYil government of your
township, county, town, ot· city. Empha,-ize the importance of qualifications and duties of citizem;hip. Why should all citizens vote?
12. RELIGIONS. What religious denominations have been organized within your county?
13. STATE INSTITUTIONS. What state and other institutions,
such as penal, charitable, conectional, reformatory, benevolent or other~
are located in your county? According to our state constitution, is the
spirit of our law ag found in the criminal code vindictive or reformatory?
Is the co11stitution right in thi!; particular? Why?
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11. SCH OOL8. Trace the development of schoob, public, parochial,
and private, from the earliest times to the pre~ent time. Arc the schools
properly adapted lo the occupational distribution of the people in your
county?
15. MEN AND WOMEN WHO HA VE RIS.EN. What men and
women have achieved more than local importance as mechanics, inventors, engineers, lawyer;;, statesmen, writers, artists, business men,
philanthropists, scientists, or in other fields of endeavor? What contributions have been ma<le to literature?
16. HEALTH. What public health agencies are in operation in
your county?
17. LIBRARIES AND MUSEUMS. What libraries and museums
exist in your county? In what way were they secured? How maintained'!
18. MONUMENTS, irARKERS, TABLETS, ANn MEMORIALS.
What monument~, markers, tablets or memorials have been erected in
your county to the memory of any person or g1·oup of persons on account of public service? Are the graves or memorials of soldiers,
sailors, marines or other members of the armed forces who have defended thefr country properly marked'? Do cemeteries receive proper
care?
19. COMPILE GENEALOGIES.
20. What items have been omitted from this list that should be
included in an outline of local hh,tory?

The libraries all over the State received a copy of the following Jetter:
To the Librarian:
Enclosed you will find instructions to School Superintendents in
regard to teaching- Indiana History and Local History in the schools of
the State. These instructions have been approved by the State Board
of Education and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and
are printed on pages 100-104 in the Manual issued to teachers throughout the State.
You are invited to assist in this work. Do you accept the invitation'? Assuming that you are a good, loyal Hoosier, either by birth or
adoption, I offer the following suggestions:
1. That you put one copy of each enclo:--urc on your bulletin board
and induce at lea~t one newspape1· to print the other copy.
2. Make a list of all printed information that your library contains
and get new:spapers to print that.
;1. Study paragraphs 4 and !'i of the State Superintendent's letter.
Get the date of the eighth grade examination on Indiana History and
notify eighth grade teachers as to printed material that you have on
hand.
4. Send any newspaper clippings that may indicate 1,rogress with
your wol'k to the undersigned.
5. Plea:,;e report to me by 1>cccmber 1.
This work is being financed by the Sons of the American Rcvolu-
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tion and has gone forward during the last four years under the auspices
of the Indiana Historical Society, the Society of Indiana Pioneers and
other allied societies.
For the committee:
HERBERT BRIGGS, Chairman.
621 Cherry Street,
Ten-e Haute, Ind.

We appealed to the various patriotic organization also and
they pledged their support.
Further, I wish to make this motion:
"That the committee on school co-operation
and Congressional Advisory committee, be
continued, with request to report at the next
meeting such progress as has been made."
Motion seconded, and unanimously adopted.
Professor Lindley: The various organizations of the State
and some of the scientific interests have been very much interested in the possibilities of archeological and historical surveys in Indiana. Dr. John W. Oliver will report concerning
this movement.
ARCHEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SURVEY
Dr. John W. Oliver, Director, Indiana Historical Commission

Two years ago the Indiana Academy of Science, and the
Indiana Historical Commission decided to undertake an archeological and historical survey of Indiana, county by county.
The first problem was to provide a workable method ; and the
second, to get somebody to do the work. A third problem has
since developed, namely, that of publishing the material and
making it available to the public after the reports have been
assembled.
The first problem, that of presenting a workable plan, necessitated the selection of tools with which to carry on the
work. Naturally, since this is to be a local survey, there must
of necessity be a map made for each county, showing the township divisions, mile square lines, streams and village sites.
On this map, sites and spots where archeological remains exist
are to be designated as well as historical landmarks.
The Geology Division of the Department of Conse1·vation
has prepared the blue-print maps which the Historical Com-
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mission uses in making lhe survey. The maps are of uniform
size, 12x16 inches, and five of these are printed for each
county.
When the survey is taken up in a county the Historical Commission supplies the local county historical society with these
blue-print maps, and a copy of the special questionnaire which
we have prepared, and which calls for a list of the archeologic,al remains and historical material that is desired in the
survey.
At present there are eight counties in Indiana working on
this survey. However, there are fifty-two county historical
societies in Indiana today, and for some reason or othe1· the
remaining forty-four county historical societies have not as
yet indicated their willingness to take up the survey. This is
one of the problems that we feel the society should become interested in at once.
The Jefferson County Historical Society has been the first
lo complete its archeological survey. Professor Glenn Culbertson of Hanover College who has for years been making an
archeological study of Jefferson County, had charge of this
part of the survey in his county, and early in September submitted a final report on the results of his investigations. The
historical survey, however, for Jefferson County has not been
completed as yet.
The most recent county historical society to complete its
archeological survey, however, and the one which we regard
as being the most complete is Washington County. Mrs.
Hatvey Morris, president of the Washington County Histo1·ical Society, brought to our office yesterday the reports covering the archeological survey for her county. I have with me
some of these reports which I want the members here to examine and note particularly the thorough manner in which the
work has been handled. Mrs. Morris has promised us that
the historical survey for her county will likewise be completed
at an early date, and it is our hope that we will be able to
print these reports in full, so that the other counties might
have this pamphlet or bulletin to guide them in taking up the
survey in your county.
I cannot emphasize too strong·ly the need of making this
survey i11 the different counties. If Indiana is to know its local
history the material must be gotten by the people that know
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the data. The State will furni:--h the blue-print map and the
q11,•stionnaire, but we can not do the work for you. You people
in the county who know the community, who know whtTe the
fin;t church, where the first school house stood, where the old
tr,lil led. you will have to do the work. Fifty-two counties
oug-ht to be at work now. The other forty c-ounties that have
not as yet organized historical societies will of course have a
hn rd time to make the survey because of tht> absenc-e of local
oqranizations. But it is our hop<' that before anothel' yea!'
pas~;es each of the ninety-two counties in Indiana will haw•
an organization at work on these sm·veys.
Pl'ofessor Lindley: I am going- to call on Mi·. Amon F. Runldc, of Tuffs l\fomorial Association, Elkhart, to speak for a
few minutes on the work of that Association.
Amon F. Runkle, 'ruffs :Memorial Association, Elkhart
l am representing the Tuffs )lemorial Association. William
Tuffs was a member of the original Boston Tr>a Party of 1773.
Ilii-; grave is located thirteen miles east of mkhart on the little road that runs dir('ctly from Bristol to l\fiddlebury. The
Improved Order of Red i\lt•n who can tra('c their origin back
prior to the Boston Tea Party, have erected a memorial at his
grave. The Sons of the American Revolution have also <'rected
one. The Doy Scouts lut,·e put up a flag pole and the Men's
Uihlc Class of the Presbyterian Church haYe placed a flag
tlwre. I have with me a picture of a mill that is
sti II running and has been running more than ninety years.
It was built in 18:32 by C'ol. Edwal'd Bonney, a man who spent
two terms in prison for counterfeiting money, so I have been
to!cl, and thP probability is that the greatel' part of this mill
was built by money he counterfeikd. I challenge any one in
the State to produce the history of an older mill. I take great
pll'asure in pn'scnting this picture of the old Donneyville mill
to the Indiana Historical Commission.
Professor Lindley: I am sure the Indiana Historical Commission appreciates the opportunity to treasure an historical
relit like this.

I Several ll1('lllhN·s took up J\Ir. Runklr',; challenge, and riecla1·ed they
could g-ivc the history of old mills ante-dating Hrn2, and still in operation. Some of these will h<' repo1ted at the next lli.,tory Co11fcrcncc.Editor.]

1-'l'ofessor Lindley: We have here today a very rare historit:al relic, brought here that we may have the privilege of seeing the flag whi~h was made on the order of General George
Washington for Anthony Wayne, to be presented to the Indian
c:hicf She-Moc-E-Nish after the Treaty of Greenville. The
flag is brought by Dr. P. G. Moore of Wabash, also a blanket
that belonged to Frances Slocum, the "lost little white sister."
HISTORY OF THE ANTHONY WAYNE FLAG
Dr. P. G. Moore. Wabash .
This !lag at the present time measures 3 feet 6 inches by
5 feet 10 inches. The original size was no doubt 3 feet 6 inches
by 6 feet. It is composed of fifteen stripes, red, white and blue,
made of domestic wool bunting-. The white linen field contains in place of stars, the inscription, "A. Wayne, Commander
in Chief."
l first saw the flag in the summer of 1868. At that time a
family by the name of Aveline, consisting of James Aveline,
his Indian wife, three sons and two daughters, were living
near the Wabash and Miami County line, and on the s.outh
bank of the Wabash River. James Aveline, a Frenchman, was
a brother of Frank Aveline, ,vho built and owned the Aveline
Hotel at Fort Wayne, that later burned with frightful loss of
life.
In the summer of 1868 James Aveline was stricken with
typhoid fever and was under my care; during the early days
of his illness he asked me to write a letter and address it to
Mrs. Mary Aveline, care Wm. Pratt, Fort Wayne, Indiana,
r.nd describe his condition and added, "she is my wife and she
will come immediately." The following day she arrived and
ro..?mained during his illness. The original white family consisted of Mr. and Mrs. James Aveline, one son and three
daughters. The oldest daughtel', Mrs. Wm. Pratt, died several
years previous.
The Indian wife did not speak English but the white wife
spoke the Indian language fluently. The two wives were very
congenial and seemed on the best of terms. In a few days, the
white wife observed that I was interested in the Indian relics
about the house, and asked if I would enjoy seeing- a lot of
Indian clothing that the Indian wife had. I replied, "yes."
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She asked her to show them to me. The exhibit consisted of
clothing, parchment manuscripts, silvel' medals from George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and many other articles that
shu had inherited from her gnmdfather, Chief She-Moc-ENish, of Thorntown. Seeing my interest in the exhibit, she
said there was another relic she presumed would interest me
that was owned by l\lrs: Dixon, an aged Indian lady who lived
about a quarter of a mile distant, a flag that was carried by
Anthony Wayne, and that if I would remain until after dinner
they would both go with me to see it. I accepted the invitation
and we visited the old lady's home and saw the flag. Mrs.
Dixon was also a granddaughter of Chief She-Moc-E-Nish,
and a cousiu of the Indian Aveline wife. The Dixon family
consisted of herself and her daughter, l\Iary Dixon.
Later I became her physician and made several attempts to
nrgotiate a purchase of the flag and asked her on several occasions to make a price that would buy it. She always replied
through her interpreter, Mary, that she never would part
with the flag under any circumstances because of its having
been associated with her grandfather, Chief She-1\loc-E-Nish.
and also with the treaty held at Greenville. I finally ceased
my efforts and awaited future developments.
1n the course of time, she was gathered to her Fathers in
the Happy Hunting Grounds. Iler daughter, Mary, being the
only heir, took possession of her mother's effects and soon
married a white man. Mary did not hold the flag with the
int<'nse re\'erence that was exhibited by her mother, and as
she needed funds to meet living expenses, she asked me if I
still wanted to buy the old flag. I asked for her price, she
told me and the transfer was made.
I asked her for its history. She replied, "I do not know
only that my grC'at grandfather, Chief She-Moc-E-Nish, captu,·t•d it from Anthony Wayne," and then added that if I could
see Kil-So-Quah, who was also a granddaughter of Chief
Slw-:\Ioc-E-Nish, that she could tell me all about it as she had
the flag for a number of years; that she lived at Roanoke
about fifteen miles from Ft. Wayne; that she was over eighty
Y"ars old, g1·owing feeble and was unable to speak the Eng:ish language. She advised me, because of her advanced age,
to see her as soon as possiblP. Not being able to get an interpreter and see he!' at the same time, rears passed by and I,
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presuming she had gone to the Happy Hunting Ground, concluded that the opportunity to secure the history was lost. I
was living at Rich Valley at this time, six miles west of
Wabash. In 1887 I moved to Wabash. Soon after, I noticed
in the evening paper that the Indian Princess, Kil-So-Quah of
Roanoke, was in Wabash attending court to defend the title
of her home against John Roach of Huntington. That the
trial was the next day and Chief Gabriel Godfrey, of Peru, was
court interpreter. Being well acquainted with Chief Godfrey,
I met him at the train and made lmown my desire to get the
history of the flag. He said he would be glad to assist me in
every way possible. We found Kil-So-Quah in the court house
and after he told her who I was, I asked, did she know anything about an old Anthony Wayne flag? She replied that she
kucw all about it, and that she had it for many years but had
loaned to it her cousin, Mrs. Dixon, and that it was burned
in her (Mrs. Dixon's) teepee. I asked, "would you know the
flag if you would see it?" She replied, "Yes, but it was
humed." My home being only three squares from the court
house, I soon brought the flag and laid it on her lap with the
field uppermost; she gazed intently upon it for a moment,
them unfolding it, she held it before her eyes and with a happy
recognition, her face brightened, her eyes sparkled, and the
exl)ression could not have been more pronounced, had she met
a long-lost sister. Turning to Chief Godfrey, she said, "this
is the flag; they lied to me when they said it was bumed."
She then followed the lines of sewing on the stripes back and
forth, tumed it over and followed the lines on the other side,
examined the field, looked at the buckskin string, and again
saitl, "this is the flag." Then folding it tenderly, she held it to
her face and with tears trickling down her aged cheeks, she
kissed the flag twice and handing it to Chief Godfrey, "tell
the Doctor I am glad he has got it, for he will take good
care of it."
It being courl time, I was unable to continue the interview
longer. Her son, Anthony Revarre (the Indian name of Revarre is Kil-So-Quah and in the Indian language means, The
Setting· Sun) being wjth her, I told him I would like to visit
their home and talk more with his mother concerning the flag.
He replied that they would be very glad to have me come at
any time. I then arranged to go the following Sunday, when

h0 could be at home to act as interpreter, and complete the
history of the flag.
Taking my son, Peny, who was reporter for one of our
ci1 y papers, we made the trip to their quaint old Indian home
at Roanoke, twenty-five miles east of Wabash, when the following inten-iew occuncd, with her son, Anthony, acting as
interpreter.
Where did you get the flag? Answer. After the death of
my grandfather, She-1\foc-E-Nish, at Thorntown. It came to
m1> in line of his descehdenf. Where did your grandfather
get it? Answer. Before the Treaty of Peace was held at
G1 eenville, Ohio, in 1795. George Washington ordered Anthony Wayne to ha, e the flag made, and after the Treaty of
Peace was signed, to present it to the Chief of the Miami
Nation (She-Moc-E-Nish) and say, "Keep this flag in sight
and as often as you see it, remember we are friends."
l agked why they told her the flag was burned. She answered, "my p;randmother, She-Moc-E-Nish's first wife was
a Miami, and after her death, She-Moc-E-Nish married for
his second wife, a member of the Weea Tribe, to which two
daughters were born, who became Mrs. James Aveline and
l\Irs. Dixon, living in Miami County, Indiana, both cousins of
mine. I later loaned the flag to l\Irs. Dixon, and because of
the belief (superstition) that the possession of the flag by
either tribe meant good luck to the tribe, the 0ag was reported
burned, thus enabling her to continue possession of the flag."
Kil-So-Quah was known by her tribe as the Indian P1·incess,
and was also the granddaughter of Chief Little Turtle on her
father's side. whose name was Wak-Shin-Gay, a son of Little
Tn rtle. I visited her at her Indian home on seYcral occasions
and always found her cheerful, always glad to meet and converse with her friends. Her memory was retentive and especially clear on all subjects relating to her early life. Her
lut.ir was jct black, sparkling eyes, and no indications of senility, excepting she had grown heavy and walked with the assi:-;bmce of two canes.
She was born at what is known as the Fol'ks of the Wabash,
nem· Huntington, May (day not known), 1810. On July 1,
HllO, the people of Roanoke celebrated the one hundredth anni ven,ary of her life. The attendance was estimated at three
thousand people. She died September ,1, 191!), age 105 years,
the last full blood of the l\liami Tribe.
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The foregoing items were all given me by Kil-So-Quah
hPrsel f.
State of Indiana,
County of Wabash, s. s.,
Dr. Perry G. Moore being first duly sworn upon his oath cleposeis
and says, that he was born in Gales Mills, Cuyahoga County, Ol1io,
March 28th, 1845. That he moved to Rich Valley, Wabash Com1ty,
Indiana on November 18th, 1866, and that he has been in the active
practice of medicine in the community since, and has since September
1887, lived in Waba;:;h, Wabash County, Indiana.
That the statements contained in this foregoing manu,;cript concerning the Anthony Wayne Flag al'e true and he further sayeth not.
DR. PERRY G. MOORE.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 23d day of February, 1!>23 .
.JAMES LAMAR,
Notary Public.
My commission expires Mat·ch 18, 1926.

Professor Lindley: It has been my privilege during- th"
last fifteen years to meet most of the men that are directing
the work in state and local history in the various states of
the Union. 'l'wo years ago we asked Dr. Benjamin F. Shambaug·h of the State Historical Society of Iowa, and head of t he
Department of Political Science in the University of that
state. to come here and be our leading speaker on the program.
Some of us who knew him felt we were safe in asking him
to return. Ever since he was here two years ago, as our
forces have gone around over the state, they have been hearing, "why don't you bring Dr. Shambaugh back to Indiana'?"
And so because of that interest and that demand, we are very
glacl to have with us during- this History Conference, and I
take pleasure now in introducing to some of you, and presenting- to his friends, Dr. Benjamin F . Shambaugh, who will
speak on "Our Relation to Histqry."
OUR RELATION TO HISTORY
Benj. F. Shambaugh, Superintendent of the State Historical
Society of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
Having devoted a Yery considerable portion of my time for
over a quarter of a century to the collection, preservation, and
publication of records of the past, I find history a very interesting subject. And yet there is something more interesting
to me than history itself; it is to look into the faces of men
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and women who have made history. There is nothing more
inspiring in my experiences in historical work than meetingwith a body of men and women who are pioneers or the
descendants of pioneers of this great pionee1· region of
Amelica.
If there is any one region that stands oui pre-eminently as
American, it is this vast area between the Alleghanies on the
east, the Rockies on the west, the Canadian line on the north,
and the Gulf of Mexico on the south. This region is coming
to be known as the region of the American pioneer. Our
fathers and our mothers, our grandfathers and our grandmothers, were the people who gave character to this region
and who in their day brought into American history those
elements and factors that are distinctively American.
If I were to confine my remarks on our relation to history
to a single sentence, I think I would say this: We are the
fol'tnnate inheritors of all that has gone before; and it is our
duty not only to pass this inheritance on to future generations,
but add something to it in our own day. Freely have we received; freely should we give.
'rhe contributions of scholars-especially the scientists of
the nineteenth century-have enlarged our ideas of human
experience and very considerably increased the scope of history. I refer to the contributions to the study of evolution.
The scientists have shown us clearly that we are related not
only to those persons whom we are pleased to call our forebears, but to all races, and to everything in the universe. They
have shown us that history began when the universe began.
Out of fire mists came planets; out of the inorganic came life;
and out of life came man in the fullness of time.
When I think of the hundreds and thousands and millions of
lower forms of life that lived and struggled and toiled that we
might have teeth, eyes, ears, and other organs which now
bring us so much pleasUl'e and enjoyment in life, I feel that we
owe a great debt to ihe past-a debt which we can never repay. When we think of what our forebears in other lands
aud other times have contributed to civilization and what
our own ancestors in our own country have made possible,
how can we help but feel that we owe the past a great debt
of gratitude!
In what way can we pay our debt to the past? By "our"
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I mean those of us who are connected with local historical
societies, state histo1·ical societies, historical commissions, archaclological surveys, or patriotic organizations-all the organizations that contribute in any way to the promotion and
the furtherance of history. We can meet our obligations in
four ways, for our obligations are fourfold.
First, we are under obligation to discove1· the materials of
history. When people make history they do not immediately
record it and publish it. Each generation is compelled to discover the materials of the history of preceding generations.
Thus the first great task before us is the task of discovering
the materials out of which history is compiled.
I do not know of anything that is more fascinating than
the game of discovering historical materials. When one starts
on such a quest he does not know exactly what he will find,
but nearly always he discovers some rich mate1fals-a diary,
a bundle of letters, a file of old newspapers, or an historical
relic.
In the second ·place we are under obligation to collect and
preserve the materials discovered. This is not always an
easy task, but if we are patient and continue our efforts it is
possible to collect most of the historical material that we are
fortunate enough in discovering. Moreover, the collection of
material is an activity in which we can all engage: it does not
require special skill.
The materials collected should be deposited where they will
be preserved-in historical museums, libraries, or other collections-wherever there may be facilities for their proper
preservation. Nor is there any objection to private collections, since the ultimate destiny of all private collections is
the public institution-the historical society or the public library. Of course the sooner these private collections find
their way into public institutions, the better. Thus the second
g.?:eat obligation we have as members of local and state historical societies is the collection of historical materials and
the placing of this material where it will be adequately preserved.
Our third obligation is, to use a figure of speech, the sifting
of the grain. Coming from a grain growing state, I may be
pardoned for using the languag·e of farme1·s. When historical
material has been collected and properly cared for in adequate
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t·r,positol'ies, it is our next duty to sift out the important material from the great mass of chaff and straw. In the lnnguage of the scholar this work is called historical research. It
is carried on for the most part by trained historians. Nor
need we fear this work will not be done when once the mate1-ials of history have been collected. There are always those
who are eager to do the work of grain sifting, the work of
research, the work of preparing history for publication.
While most of the sifting of the grain must be dont> by
trained historians, some of the very best of grain sifters arc
ml!l1 who never had any fo1·mal training in research work.
Tht.:y trained themselves. We would do well to encourage
people who are really interested in history, but who have not
been especially trained, to try their hand at historical research
and historical writing.
Our fourth obligation is that of publication. What would
be the use of discovering, collecting, and preserving historical
materials and wdting historical monographs if the products
of such activities are not given to the world through publication'? The editing and publishing of history requires a good
deal of skill and much training. Researches should be systematically undertaken. Publications should be systematically
planned, classified, and issued in proper series. Moreover, histol'ical publications should be issued in a form worthy of their
co11tents. If history is V.'orth preserving, it is worth printingon paper that will not fall to pieces in a few years. History
bCJoks are worth being bound in a form that will guarantee
their permanent preservation. Too much emphasis can not
be placed upon this point, for much valuable historical work
has been wasted simply because the facts were published in a
form that did not guarantee their permanent preservation.
If we are really interested in history, let us discover the
material, collect it, preserve it, and publish it.
In conclusion I want to emphasize the importance of a new
iyp8 of historical writing and publication-a type that is
inviting to all readers, a type that everybody likes. Why do
people read the Satiir<lay Evening Po.st? Because the writers
who contribute to that magazine know how to put their stories
in a form that is inviting to the reader. If we would write
more history in a style that is readable, in what may be called
a literary style, a style that people can read and will read,

history would be much more widely read. The day has passed
when we can be content with disco\'ering, collecting, and preserving in a great library or museum the materials of history.
We must do something more than write and publish critical
historical monographs. It is our duty to write our history
and publish it in such a way that people will read it as they
do the map-azines.

REPORTS FROM LOCAL HIS'fORICAL SOCIETIES
Miss Lucy M. Elliott, Presiding.
SHELBY COUNTY
R. W. Harrison.

Our society was organized last August. The centennial
celebration, held on July Fourth inspired the organization. A
large nwnbe1· of relics and historical objects were brought together on that occasion from every part of the county, which
induced Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Kennedy to donate a lot in the
heart of the city for the purpose of building a museum or a
structure to house these relics. Our ambition at the present
time is to erect a suitable building that will be a credit and
an honor to our society. We meet quarterly, at which time
historical papers are read by prominent citizens. We are now
engaged in making a collection of Indian relics. We are preparing to erect a marker at the site of the cabin of the first
settler in our county. We are also engaged in preparing our
archaeological and historical survey of the county which we
expect to have completed within the course of a year.
SULLIVAN COUNTY
John C. Chaney.
We have a very interesting county, more interesting perhaps to us than to you. We have organized an historical society with the hope that we shall gather together and preserve
all the traditions and matters which have occurred in the
county limits from the time the first settlers occupied the
county up to the present time, and then continue the work on
through the years. We are preparing to make a map of the
county showing the various trails, original roads, etc. In our
county in the early days a Mr. James Balch, a Presbyterian
preacher, came to live, relatives having preceded him. The
people built him a log church building west of Turman's creek,
and he carried on a church and established a Sunday School.
(32)
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He died in 1821 and was buried by the side of the church
door. As civilization came along the center shifted somewhat
from his neighborhood to the opposite side of Turman's Creek,
where another Presbyterian churchman by the name of James
Crawford, later established a church and Sunday School; and
the interest of the Presbyterians transfened from one side of
the creek to the other. Therefore the old church was forsaken and rotted down. At the time Mr. Balch died, his
friends quarried from the banks of the Wabash River a rude
piece of stone, smoothed and shaved it off on one side, on
which his name and age were inscribed. That stone stood by
the side of his grave for a good many years.
After the church rotted down and the farm changed hands,
and descendants scattered, no one was particulal'ly interested
in his grave, and the new owners of the land plowed around
and brushed against this stone until it tumbled over, and
there it lay for many years, out in the middle of a field. In
1880 the Presbyterian minister in Sullivan concluded he would
report the condition of the remains of this man of God to the
Indiana Presbytery, and get authority to take the body up and
bmy it in a cemetery near the church and Sunday School
which James Cra;wford had established. This was done, and
a modern tombstone now starids at his grave in the Crawford
Church Cemetery. It turns out that this Mr. Balch was of
the family of Hezekiah Balch, who actually penned the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence at Charlotte, North Carolina. James Balch took part in the meeting which adopted
the resolutions. The family has preserved many of the old
traditions of the preacher and his ancestry, and it is published
in a little book of some 200 pages. The interesting thing
about it is that this preacher of so distinguished a family was
so closely related to the early history of Presbyterianism in
Sullivan County.
It is through this connection and like interesting traditions
of the county that our local historical society was organized.
Our desire is to be useful in gathering together and perpetuating everything of interest in western Indiana. We shall
co-operate with Knox and Vigo Counties in locating and mapping the Tecumseh Trail and the Harrison Trail. Our county
traditions connect us with the Battle of Tippecanoe and Fort
Harrison.
3-23784
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T IPTON COUNTY
Mrs. Sam Matthews.
The first thing that we did was to respond to the appeal
made by the Indiana Historical Society for ten members or
more in the membership drive which \Vas started in 1921. We
were the second in the state to obtain this number outside of
Marion County.
We then proceeded to organize a local historical society
and we now have a real county historical society with branch
organizations in each of the six townships of the county.
Our county War History having been completed, we next
took up the archeological and historical survey which the Indiana Historical Commission had suggested. Our policy or
slogan is, "Less talking, do something definite, then record it."
We are compiling a ready reference book of things accomplished.
We have written the history of two of our churches and
two buildings that were erected as centennial memorials. On
these buildings we have placed bronze tablets indicating the
date of the e1·ection of the buildings and what they were intended to represent. We have placed a bronze memorial tablet
in our library in honor of E. H. Shirk, in whose memory the
sum of $5,000.00 was given to the library as a permanent
book fund. We have written the history of the boulder or
marker on our library lawn, dedicated to General John Tipton. We are at work on the military history of the county,
including the Civil, Spanish-American and World War.
Our county is a part of the Miami reservation and we have
located this boundary line on our survey map. We have located the first land grants in the six townships of the county
and three underground railroad stations.
We are making- a list of 'firsts' in the county; a list of
pioneers of 1850; and a list of early lawyers and doctors.
We, are compiling stories on local and state history; making
a list of questions on local history; and collecting historical
relics for a prospective museum. We are also keeping a scrap
book of newspaper articles on state and local history and conducting a publicity column in the newspapers known as the
"Hoosier P eriscope."

Wc> are planning; to have a c·ovc>rlet exhibit i11 ,January.
The1·0 an• many oth0r things we a1·0 planning, but this report
is to include just those things already accomplished.
HENRY COUNTY

Clarence H. Smith.
Our historical society is thirty-six years old. During the
last year we have done a few of thl' things W<' wantt•d to do.
We gave a coverlet display among other things. We have a
building owned by the county. Our membership has increased
and donations to the museum have increased and I think we
havt' proved to most of the people of Henry County that it is
r0ally worth while to have this material where it is accessible
to the public, where throughout all the week it can be found,
and in that way we feel we are getting some results. I have
b0t•n acting as Curator for our society during the greater part
of the year.
At our co\·crlet display we had one hundred twenty-five on
exhibit, but of course we did not have one-tenth of the coverlets in the county. However, it has started us on l<'arning·
tlw history of the weaYing of these coverlets.
FLOYD COUNTY JPNJOR HISTORICAL SOC'JETY

Kenneth E. 11illc1·.
We have started the first Junior JTistorical Society in the
State of Indiana. We now have 200 meml>ers, all acti\'C. We
n1e1•t in the City Library. The people arc taking an interest
an<l giving us all the support they can. You might wonder
what we ha\'e been doing. We have some historical object on
display at each meeting. One time we had a spinning wheel,
demonstrated by some person. At our next meeting some one
will show us how they used to mold candles. We shall be glad
to give any information on a Junior Historical Society that
will be helpful. To show you we are a society, we have made
applieation to join the Indiana Historical Society. We go
under the name of the Junior Historical and ::-.;aturc Society.

:\IARSHALL COL'NTY
l\Irs. J. II. Willey, Plymouth.
We organized the 1'farshall County Historical Society the
15th of last .June. We ha,·e done some things. \Ve are planning a program for the coming year. Our Superintendent of
Schools. who is the vice-president of our society, has authorizt•cl me to say that he has had outlined and put into the hands
of all of the teachers of the county, a history of the county,
and at each Institute in the county, each tH·ogram will have
one historical subject presented. We arc planning to meet
monthly beginning next January. We ha\'c a committee on
trails; another is looking after mill sites. We have had an
exhibit. In our program next year we expect to have something- in rclation to each one of the wars.
PARKE C0l1 XTY
M1·s. Rufus Dooley.
Our society was really an outgrowth of the State Centennial celebration in our county, although we were the heirs of
the old Histo1·ical So<:iety, of which my husband was president.
They-the old society -- had collected many valuable• papers
a11d some relics which were turned over to our society, thus
forming the nucleus fen· a Parke County ?lluseum. We have
lwld many meetings in which interesting historical and biographical papers have been read and we have had one wonch>1•1ul old coverlet display.
The General Harrison and General Taylor Trails have been
loc·ated. Oul' last meeting for 1H22 was a Study of the Unde1 ground Railroad as it affected Parke county. Our county
had one station on the l'nderground Railroad. We have located the exatt spot where stood the home of Alfred Hadley,
who had charge of this station, also the building not l'ar from
the house where the runaway slaves were c-oncealed and cared
for. Our plan is to place a marker commemorating the place
11ext spring.
The oldest church (log) in the county has been given to
thu State Park Commii-;sion and moYed to Turkey Hun for a
place of worship. Th(' Historic-al Society ('()Htributed liberally
towards repairing it and expects to place a marker within it.

The bc•st thing, perhaps, which we have done is to awaken
an interPst in ou1· county in reg,u·d to the importance of
pio11eer histol'y. The clubs of the county are co-operating
\\ ith us by rnntrihutions of papers, etc.
FRANKLIN COUNTY
Harry Stoops, Brookville.
From all the rcpo1-ts I hear I feel sony for you who do
not come from Brook,·ille, because we think Brook\·ille is one
of the gl'eatest phtc<'s in the world. \Ve arc conscious of the
fact that Indianapolis had to come to Brookville to get started,
and with all due respect lo ~Iarshall County some of their
JH'ogressiw people had to get their start in Franklin County.
Our II istorical Society is in sort of a suspended condition.
we• are not doing wry much at the present time. We have
been in existence :--ome fou1-teen or fifteen years. We are trying to do something with the archaeological survey. We arc
not only locating the mounds and earthworks but we arc
locating the graves of the Ite,·olutionary soldiers, the churches
of the county, cemeteries and trails. This is a la1·ge work.
w,, have located some two hundn'd mounds and earthworks
at this time. The war work has been progressing to some
extent. We hope to have our archaeological survey and war
work completed in time for the next history conference.
ALLE~ COUNTY
l\frs. Samuel Taylor, Fo1-t Wayne.
Our Histm·ical Society is one of the younger societies. It
was born le::;s than two years ago, in Februal'y, H>21. It has
just passNl its second summer and it was a very hard summer.
It is still alive and we ha\'e hopes for it. We have not done a
g 1·eat deal as a society. Our members indiYidually have done
a great deal of wol'k that we are tremendously proud of.
Mr. B. J. Griswold is not a nati,·e of Allen County but he
has written a history of Allen County.
Profosso1· Lindlt•y: These Annual Conferences are made
possible by the Society of Indiana Pioneers, the Indiana Histo1·ical SoC'it>ty, and the Indiana llistorital Commission. It
has been the custom to appoint a <"ommittee Yepresentiug these
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also a small Program Committee, to be immediately in char ge
of the program. The following persons are named as a nominaLing committee to suggest names of persons to serve on the
above committees:
L. N. Hines, Terre Haute, Chairman.
Mrs. Harvey Morris, Salem.
Clarence Smith, New Castle.
Father E. M. Boney, Tipton.
Mrs. Rufus Dooley, Rockville.
Elmore Barce, Fowler.

Adjourned to 4 o'clock.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER EIGHTH
Four O'clock.
CALLED MEETING-INDIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
CHARLES

w. MOORES, President
Presiding.

;,\Jr. Moores: Th is special meeting of the Indiana Historical Society has been called at this time because the State
History Conference brings together a larger number of memben, than the number attending the Christmas holiday meeting. Also it has been called because a large attendance was
desired in order to give adequate expression of the Society's
appreciation of the gift of Delavan Smith, and officially recognize our gratitude toward Mr. Smith in giving to this society
his library of Americana, and the bequest of $150,000. Mrs.
Laura Fletcher Hodges, active in this society and a member
of the Fletcher family which has for more than a century
been identified wiLh the civic life of this state, has been asked
to present at this Lime the appreciation of Delavan Smith
and his gift.

APPRECIATION OF DELAVAN ·sMITII
By Mrs. Laura Fletcher Hodges, Indianapolis
Through the generous bequest of Delavan Smith, the Indiana Historical Society enters upon a new era. The society
is now face to face with the realization of long deferred hopes
and ambitions. By the provisions of Mr. Smith's will, it can
at last take its place beside the historical societies of other
states and go forwaxd.
Although much valuable time and many opportunities have
no doubt been lost because of lack of funds to purchase coller-tions or care for gifts offered, there are still Hoosier treasures to be l'escued from hiding places, in desks, trunks and
attics, before decay and fire have destroyed them.
Had there been even a modest place in which to house its
(39)
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possessions, (nothing so imposing as we expect from l\Ir.
Smith's generosity) from the time of' the beginning of the
Indiana Historical Society in December, 1830, think for a
moment what an accumulation of valuable mementoes we
would possess today! Ninety-two years of accurate records
would be ours. There would be undisputed dates, as well as
town and family histories, tn:thfully set forth, together with
material calculated to throw lig·ht upon the customs, the pm·suits and the conditions of the pioneer settlers. All of thes<>,
aad much more, would be ours if some one in the beginning
had seen the need and had been able to help the Society in
that day as Delavan Smith has today, by his liberality.
With a home, the Indiana Historical Society would have
experienced no suspension of its activities during the period
of its existence; the interested group of members would have
held together no doubt. as the movement was a popular one,
whieh had from the beginning; the support of prominent men
tlu:·oughout the State. Recuning to the early days, we find
among the signers of the Constitution the names of William
Rariden, Daniel Pratt, Samuel Merrill, John B. Dillon, Calvi11
Fletcher, Henry Ward Beecher. The honorary members
elected by the society include Lewis Cass, Michigan Tenitory;
William Henry Hanison, Ohio; Francis Vigo; George Bancroft; William H. Prescott, and Lyman Beecher.
In an address sent out in 1842 the following question is
asked, "Shall Indiana, whose importance is not least in comparison with that of her sister states, be the last to appreciate
the utility of collecting and preserving for her just history?"
The question has been answered in a measure through the endeavors and devotion of members of the Indiana Historical
Society, a society in which the spark of life has neve1· gone
out, but the ability to do great things has necessarily been
d< ferred. However, the doing \Vill not be deferred longer, for
the J2:enerosity of Delavan Smith makes great things possible
in the society.
1\lr. Smith ranked with the leading ne«l'spaper men of the
United States. As publisher of the Indianapolis News he
spent much time in Indianapolis. Although he was a nonresident, his home being at Lake Forest, Illinois, he was a
force in the community and in close touch with city and State
affairs. He was a real power in Indiana.
1
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At the time of his death, which occuned August 25, 1922,
and at the time of the publication of his will, the city newspap~rs were filled with expressions of appreciation of the man
and h is bequests.
"The magnitude of his giving and the modesty of its form
-gifts without conditions-with no hint of self-aggrandize. mcnt" a long· time frie11d says, "were in harmony with his
c:haracter."
1-fr. Smith left by far the greater part of his estate to public
institutions in Indianapolis, and Indiana. His bequests
showed his devotion to the interests of the community, and his
fine p,ense of obligation to the city whe1·e the greater part of
his ·wealth had accumulated. His fortune, as in the case of
the Indiana Historical Society, has been bestowed where the
needs were great. He has given to the institutions that are
permanently established and that will carry on for the good
of the city in time to come. Mr. Smith's gifts to his associates
and employes of the Indianapolis News is a marked example
of recognition of faithful service.
As. the last surviving member of his immediate family, he
has shown his devotion to the memory of his mother, his
sister and his father, by perpetuating their names in the bequests he has made.
The Indiana Historical Society is naturally deeply concerned
with the bequest which is chosen as a memorial to his father ,
William Henry Smith, whom the son felt was the strongest
influence in shaping his life. It is the second in size and
interest of the bequests made by Delavan Smith. I n it he has
given to the Indiana Historical Society one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars ($150,000.00) in money, together with the
lilmu·y at Lake Forest, a library containing a notable collection of books and manuscripts, most of them bearing upon
American history, accumulated during many years by William
H,.mry Smith in his historical work, and added to by Delavan
Smith in the pursuit of similar studies and interests.
In making this gift to the I ndiana Historical Society Mr.
Smith directs that the money bequest be devoted "to the erection of an assembly room, library, stack room, museums, reading room, etc., the bequest being for the purpose of endowment
fo1• building operation and purchase of books."
I am indebted to the Indianapolis News for information
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concerning Delavan Smith and his home, and I quote from it,
the item on the library at Lost Rock, now the valued possession of the Indiana Historical Society:
"This library includes one of the best pdvate historical collections
in the United States. It was begun by his father, who spent much
lime and effort in gathering and preserving original documents bearing
on the early history of the United States.
"Delavan Smith became interested in the collection at an early age
and not only preserved the original books and manuscripts intact, but
increased the collection by many noteworthy additions. Although the
home at Lost Rock was altered from time to time, and once almost
entirely rebuilt, the library, which was the center of William Henry
Smith's life, was kept as nearly in its original state as possible. Research students in Chicago and pl'cfessors of American histo1·y in many
universities used the library in their work. lt was a lways open to
them and Mr. Smith, who knew every book in the library, was always
ready to give the aid which his long association with the collection made
possible. His own notes and papers on the collection and on other
American historical material in other collections form one of the most
valuable parts of the library.
"Mr. Smith took to his books a knowledge of wo1·ld affairs, gaintd
by much reading and travel, which made them an intimate pa1't of his
life. Like many men of conspicuous achievement, he was fond of biography and history. He loved the library at Lost Rock as only a man
who has g1·own with a collection of books, admitting none to his shelves
until he knows it, can love a libra1y. His scholarship manifested itself
in a desire to write about the original historic~] material in his possession, and he developed an easy but direct style of writing which reflected his 01·derly mental habits and his wide knowledge of an infinite
variety of subjects."

The Indiana Historical Society receives these precious volumr:s, the life collections of father and son, men of discriminnLing taste, as a priceless heritage. This valuable library
will continue to be a place where the student, interested in
rcsea1·ch work, especially in American history, can consult
the best authorities.
1-.:very citizen of Indiana should deeply appreciate the generosity of Delavan Smith, the give1· of this great bequest, a
bequest of far-reaching influence. Let each one bless the
memory of the man who has placed power ful resources in our
hands for the work which lies before us.
In accepting this gift, the noble bequest of Delavan Smith,
may the Indiana Historical Society realize the opport unity
open to it and carry the great project which is made possible
by the bequest, to a complete fulfillment.

Upon motion the appreciation as presented was unanimously adopted.
Mr. Moores: I have the pleasure of introducing to you
Aiva 0. Reser of Lafayette who has brought for exhibition at
this meeting a portrait of William Digby of Lafayette.
Mr. Reser placed the portrait on exhibit and spoke briefly
of the career of William Digby.
)1r. l\Ioores: The regular annual meeting of the Indiana
Historical Society will be held on December 28, 1922, at which
time it is proposed to amend the constitution of the Society so
as to provide that our annual meeting shall hereafter be held
at the time of the State History Conference.
Meeting adjourned.

FRIDAY EVENING DECEMBER EIGHTH
Eight, O'clock
MRS. JOHN DOWNING JOHNSON,

Presiding.

Co-<Jpcration of Indiana Fedrration of Clubs with State
Historical Work .................. l\Jrs. \\'. J. Torrance
President Indiana Federation of Clubs
Songs of the "Long, Long Ago" .............. Frederic Knill
The Story of the Fauntleroy 1T ome ...... iI n,. l\1ilo Stuart and
the Woman's Research Club of Indianapolis
Under the auspices of the Federntion of Clubs of the Seventh District.
The Friday night session was pn•sided 0\'er hy .Mrs. ,John
Downing Johnson, of lndianapolis. She fil'st presented l\Irs.
W. J. Torrancc of EYans\'ille, President of the Indiana Fe>deration of Clubs, who spoke on the subject, ''The Co-operation
of the Indiana Federation of Clubs with State Historical
Work."
'rTIE CO-OPERATION OF THE lNDIANA FElH~RATlON
OF CLUBS \\.'1TH STATE HISTORICAL WORK.
Mrs. W. J. Torrance, President Indiana Federation of Clubs,
E\'ansville.
The Indiana Federation of Clubs is grateful for this op-portunity of coming before you to demonstrate how heartily
w~ are in sympathy with the Society of Indiana Pioneers, the
Indiana Historieal Soeiety, and the Indiana Historieal Commission.
For years, the Federation has had a History Committee.
Miss Margaret Holland of Vincennes is the present ehairman
and through her effol'l the thirteen Cong-rpssional distl'icts
hnd on display at the recent state conYention beautiful booklets, noting all points of interest in their respective vicini<H 1

tiL'l5. There were prints and photographs, old letters. etc.,
and it was urged that a like booklet be made by every county
and displayed at the next state convention in EYansville, October 2:3, 1923.
'l'o give .vou an idea of how much the women of the Federation are interested in history here arc a few thoughts culled
frmn this year's programs:
Wonders of nature in lndiana. Historical towns and cities
of Indiana. Famous buildings in Indiana; where situated.
Indiana Day, the peak of the dub year. Stories of early days.
Pageant of the years. Progress of 100 years, H5 ladies taking
part. Girls of 1776. The years of my youth. Ye old-fashio110d sing school. Junto Club, Delphi candle-light meeting,
historical impersonation of Indiana t·haracters in which all
take part, men and women. Local history and traditions of
Fn·nch Lick and vicinity. Tenitorial government, early cducatori-, Spencer County romance. Beauty spots of Indiana.
Historical background. Pioneer days. An old-fashioned skule.
Yt olden times. lndiana history in fiction. The house in
Lotkerbie St. The Knobs, the Shades, Turkey Run, the Lakes,
th~ Dunes. Lake County. Indiana poetry. The Minerva
Cl11h. Art and artists of Indiana. Poets, novelists, dramatists. Indiana music and composers. Our educational institutiLns, benevolent. Indiana go,'ernors. Financing Indiana
sehooh:;, Delphi in pal'ticular. Churches, caves, l'ivers, trees.
Gallery talks on Indiana painters. Church colleges. irarkers,
monuments, memorial halls, batilegrounds. Indiana authors
of today. Style show. Three-minute talks on the following
inlt-resting Hoosiers: Daniel Voorhees. Elizabeth ?ililler,
~Iaurice Thompson, Gene Stratton Porte!', Kin Hubbard, Elwood Haynes, Benjamin Harrison, Alice and Phoebe C'ary,
Lt•w Wallace, \Viii R. Wood, l\Irs. Albion Fellows Bacon, Edward Eggleston, Caleb Mills, Constanct• Owen Fauntleroy
Runcie, Juliet V. Straus, George Ade, ~[eredith Nicholson,
Sarah Dolton, Charles :\fajor, John l\lcCutcheon, Booih Tarking-ion.
'l'hc Federation of Clubs expects to purchase and maintain
th<' Old Fauntleroy Home, which is the cradle of the chth
movement in the United States. Indiana should cradle and
k,'ep its beginnings. Many Hoosiers have seen the historical
buildings of Ohio, Illinois, Wistonsin, 1'1inncsota, Missouri
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a11d Iowa. They haYc said, "Why docs Indiana not have a
building of this kind'?" So the women of the State arc creating sentiment for a building in which to house Indiana records. It has been said that a house is made a home by
feminine hands. Dy tact and encouragement we will hold
Indiana to her best and there shall be a home beautiful to hold
the records that we may sec Indiana "steadily and see it
whole." "The best is yet to be, the last for which the first
was made."
The Woman's Research Club of Indianapolis, under the
auspices of the Seventh District Federation of Women's Clubs,
next presented an illustrated narrative entitled, "The Story
of the Old Fauntleroy Home." The story was written and
read hy Mrs. :\Iilo II. Stuart of Indianapolis.

SATURDAY FORENOON-DECEl\lDER NINTH
Nine O'dock
CLAUDE

DowgRs

Presiding.

Lincoln :\lemorial Association ........ l\frs. Kate Milner Rabb
Lincoln's Boyhood Days in Indiana .... Senator Roscoe Kiper
Address ................................ Hamlin Garland
Di,;cussion led by Bmjamin F. Shamlnrng-h.
:\fr. Dowers: It is mosl fitting on an oecasion like this that
we haw a report on the Indiana Lincoln l\Iemorial Associatiun, organized some months ago for the primary purpose of
en·cling a memorial at Lincoln City, Indiana, to symbolize the
youth of Abraham Lincoln spent on Indiana soil. We are to
have the pleasure of hearing about this patriotic organization from one of tht' chal'ter members of the association.
I am glad to present to you i\Irs. Katl' ~Iilner Rabb, who
will talk on the "Indiana Lincoln l\TC'morial Association."

INDIANA LINCOLN MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION
l\Trs. Kate Milner Rabb, Indianapolis.
On June 25, 1922, the Nature Study Club of Indiana which
is interested primarily in nature study, but also in historical
study, perhaps because two of its leaders, Mr. William Watson Woollen and D1·. Frank 13. Wynn ha, e been intensely interested in these subjects, made a pilgrimage to Clarksville,
Indiana, to attend the dedication of the marker to George
Rogers Clark creeled by the Ann Rogers Clark Chapter of
th(: Daughters of the American ReYolution, the, Indiana Society of the Sons of the Revolution, and the Indiana Historical
Commission. From there our party started fo1· Hodgenville,
Kmtucky, to visit the birthplace of Abraham Lincoln.
On tlw way down to ,Jeffersonville, Dr. Wynn had told me
that he had long frll that Indiana should t'red some kind of
(li)
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a memorial symbolizing the youth of Abraham Lin<'Oln, spent
in this state, and hb plan was to form an organization for
this purpose while tl1e liU,le group was g·athcred at Hodgenville.
\Ve came into the little town of Hodgenville at night, seeing
but dimly the quaint court house with its outside stairways,
ai:d the life-size statue of Lincoln in the public square. The
next moming, we set forth early for the Lincoln farm. We
found it far more beautiful than we had dreamed, the broad
fields, the grassy hill on which stands the Greek temple of
daz1.ling Vermont granite within which is preserved the log
cabin.-the birthplace of our great President.
After we had looked at the cabin and read the inscriptions
on the walls, Dr. Wynn callt•d the party together and read the
resolutions he had prepared, which are as follows:
RESOLUTIONS-OHGANIZING THE INDIANA LINCOLN
MI~MORIAL ASSOCIATION
In this solemn historic p1·esence, we the under:-ig-ned residents of
lhc Stale of Indiana here assembled, r<•cog-nizc in thi;i splendid memorial
a fitting fribute to the birthplace of Abrahum Lincoln-pl'Obably the
!{reatest of American Presidents. A~ Kentucky was his birthplace, so
was Indiana the residence of his youth. As such, we as loyal citizens of
the Hoo,-;ier CommonwNLlth, owe it to our historic conscience as well as
state pride, to adequately memorialize the ,-;1k when' in the moulding
period of life the foundations were laid for the charncter, wisdom and
patriotism of his mature years. In the furthen,nc<> of this end we this
day, upon the !{l'Ound made ,:;act·ed by his birth, organize ou1·selves into
the Indiana Lincoln Mrmorial Association. We pledA·e ournelves not to
rest in the prosecution of this movement until the full realizntion of a
splendid memorial shrine is builded commemorative of the youth of Lincoln, spent upon Indiana soil.
"In furthe1T nee of this historic enterprise it is moved that a committee be appointed to draft a corn,titution and by laws, and make 1·ecommendations to a subsequent meeting upon the best course to pursue."

The resolutions were adopted unanimously, and signed by
every member present, consisting- of: Frank B. Wynn, Kate
Milner Rabb, :Mary Lucy Campbell, :\Iartha E. Rihl, .John W.
Oliver, Lucy ::\I. Elliott, Edna B. Gearhart, Ruth L . Armstrong, Vivian K. Sowers, Kenneth B. Cohee, Eugene C. Foster, Harry Wishard Glossb1·enner.
A meeting was held soon after our rctum, and a permanent
01·ganization was formed, with Dr. Frank B. Wynn as presi-
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dent; Mr. W. A. Guthrie, vice-president; Mr. Hany Glossb!'enner, treasurer, and myself as secretary. A short time
after this, Dr. Wynn went on the trip which resulted in his
denth, and since that time the charter members have felt even
more than ever before their obligation to carry on this orga11ization. Mr. Guthrie, as vice-president became the president, and Professor Harlow Lindley was elected vice-president.
In order that every one in Indiana may have a share in the
Lincoln Memorial that Is to be erected the membership dues
have been made very low,--one dollar for adults and twentyfive c·cmts for children.
The form this memorial is to take has not yet been decided.
The Indianapolis Bar Association has for years been considering the erection of a memorial to Lincoln; and it may be that
their idea and the plan of the recently organized association
will be combined, or that there will be one memorial at Lincoln City and another at Indianapolis, this depending to some
extent upon the amount of money raised. It is very probable
that. the tract of land on which the Lincoln Cabin stood will
be purchased. A committee recent,Jy visited this place and
found that it leads up to the Nancy Hanks Lincoln Park, and
would make an attractive approach to it, if properly cared for.
At present, while it contains a very good marker on the site
of the cabin, it is much neglected and very unattractive.
l am sure that every one in the State of Indiana is interested in this memorial, and every one who is interested in
Indiana history should get behind the Indiana Lincoln Memorial Association and see what can be done in the way of raising- funds in the various counties.
Mr. Bowers: To comprehend Lincoln one must understand
his boyhood, something of his ambitions and aspirations. We
have with us Senator Roscoe Kiper of Boonville, the town to
which Lincoln went to begin his education. Senator Kiper
will now address us on "Lincoln's Boyhood Days in Indiana."
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LINCOLN'S BOYHOOD DAYS I N INDIANA
Senator Roscoe Kiper, Boonville.
LINCOLN

Guy Lee
"Five score aml thirteen years ago
The wilderness brought forth a man
To whom life offered little either
In heredity or environment.
From his birth to his death the furies
Waged constant war on the fates
Along his path. When patienee and genius
Prevailed against penury and heartache,
With success came mal ice, treachery, and abuse
To mock his triumph. But, firm of faiih,
Steadfast of purpose, and forgiving of heart,
He breasted the storm and marched to martyrdom."

Thomas Lincoln had made a trip from Knob Creek, his
home in Kentucky, to Indiana in search of a new location,
and decided upon a site near the new and promising settlement at Troy which was located on the banks of Anderson
River at its confluence with the Ohio.
In the fall of 1816 Thomas Lincoln returned with his family, first stopping at Troy, and within a short time proceeding to the new home previously selected near Little Pigeon
Creek which at that time constituted the boundary line between Perry and Warrick counties.
On coming to the top of the line of hills fringing the river
course on the Kentucky side opposite the town of Troy, one
is met with the sudden unrolling of a panorama wonderful
to behold, and we can imagine the lively interest which animated the soul of young Abraham when he first saw the
majestic Ohio flowing against the background mad.e of the
hills covered with the forest trees in beautiful autumnal colors.
This was the first impulse that Indiana gave to the great
young heart of Lincoln which was to be inspired by the scenery of her hills and valleys, and educated by the influence of
her pioneer genius.
When Lincoln arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and
had left Indiana for Illinois, he had much to learn as to the
practical application of the knowledge he had acquired, but an
observation of the conditions surrounding his life, his en-
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vironment, his opportunities of coming in contact with and
observing some of the strongest minds of the State who lived
in his day, his insatiable desire to appropriate to himself
evf'l'ything of value and consequence that came his way, together with his frequent manifestation of certain qualities
of mind and character in after life, drives us to the irresistible conclusio:1 that many of his outstanding characteristics,
his uncommon power of observation, his penetrating mind, his
ability to properly appraise individual character, his appreciation of the problems of those who must struggle and toil,
his tenacious adherence to that which he believed to be right,
his open mind and freedom of thought, the ruggedness of the
warrior bold, yet possessing the tenderness of a woman's soul,
were laid deep in his nature during the nascent period of his
life when Ii ving in Indiana.
When the Lincolns arrived at Troy they probably stayed
with relatives until a rude open building was constructed on
the tract of land which had been selected as a home. Troy,
at that time, was the county seat of Perry County, and at the
January term, 1815, of the Perry Circuit Court, Joseph Hanks,
a relative of Nancy Hanks, was drawn as a juror to serve in
an important case wherein the United States was plaintiff,
and at the November term of said court Austin Lincoln (probably an uncle of Thomas) was drawn as a juror. 1
When the Lincolns left Troy they traveled westward a short
dislance on an established highway and then entered the
virgin forests where it was necessary to literally cut a way
through to the new-found home where Thomas Lincoln had
bnildcd his cabin, a distance of about eighteen miles from
Troy. Troy had great promise of becoming a shipping point
of considerable importance, and was the terminus of the old
Fredonia road leading up the Ohio River. On their arrival,
neig;hbors were few, but other emigrants came and within a
short time Pigeon Baptist Church was organized, and meetin,;s of the congregation were regularly held. The record of
this chutch which has been religiously preserved by its officials. shows that Thomas Lincoln was admitted to membership
by letter on June 7, 182:3, and frequently served as moderator
at the meetings of its members.~
I.
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In this record, which extends over the entire period during
which the Lincolns lived in the community, no mention is
made of the son Abraham having in any way had connection
with the activities of the church.
The Lincolns soon found themselves surrounded by a number of neighbors most of whom were members of the Pigeon
Baptist Church, and by the year 1820 the Lincoln three-sided
home had been replaced by the typical pioneer cabin and the
organization of the frontier community life was well under
way.
But little is now known of the many incidents and experiences in the early childhood of the great Emancipator, except the one great heartrending tragedy of his mother's death.
She had endeared herself to the peoples of the countryside by
her quiet demeanor, sweet disposition, and nobility of conduct. She was surrounded by the hills and the forest, far
removed from the influence of culture and education, yet like
th,' typical mother her heart went out beyond the hills and
the forest and she dreamed great dreams for the pride of her
heart, and on a November day, with one mighty effort to
live for those she loved, the flickering flame of life flared up
and then went out, but the memories of her which were
burned into the heart of the boy softened and solemnized his
life to the end.3
The farm on which the Lincolns settled was entered by
Thomas Lincoln from the government on October 15, 1817,
b11t possession had been taken by him a few months prior.
Doubtless in choosing a location Lincoln thought the settlement would eventually become of some importance. The public road from Corydon to Newburg in Warrick County had
b<><:'n established and was a means of outlet to the Ohio River
and furnished a direct connection with the new State Capitol
at Corydon, and while the country surrounding the Lincoln
home was uncleared and unimproved, yet the excitement in
the making of a new state and the great number of emigrants
coming from the South to the Indiana country was proof to
Lincoln's mind that within a short time the community would
become thickly settled and prosperous.
It should be remembered that about the time of Lincoln's
:{. Nicolau and Jlay~ Vol. I. 11. :JL gives the date of <lC!ath of Nan<.·y llan1..:s Lincoln
as October 6, I 818.

an-ival a number of persons came to Southern Indiana from
Kentucky, many of whom were relatives and acquaintances of
the Lincolns, and a number of whom became prominent in
State and National affairs:•
Many incidents, unbelievable and otherwise, have been related concerning the boyhood of Lincoln. A great many of
these .stories are frivolous and of little value in determining
what influence had most to do with molding the character
of the man. He was the son of a poor carpenter and farmer
who had, in hopes of bettering his condition moved to a new
country, casting his lot with many others. They endured
hardships, had meager but sufficient clothing, had no superior
advantages of education, but constant struggle had made the
mind alert and receptive. They had brought with them a
desire to learn and lost no opportunity to satisfy the desire.
Esarey in his History of India 11a aptly characterizes the
pioneer spirit of the times when he says: "One is surprised
not at the meager facilities for education but the unusual
interest in it and the many ways in which this interest was
shown."
Thomas Lincoln was not lazy and shiftless. No shiftless
pe1·son could survive the trying conditions under which he
lived, much less proYide for his family and maintain his
sbndard of respectability as a citizen and churchman.
About the time young Lincoln arrived at sixteen years of
age the number of their neighbors had increased materially
and the exchange of ideas and information was beginning to
anest his attention. The capitol of the State had been moved
to Corydon·· and a constitution adopted; the legislature had
held several sessions and matters concerning State and local
government were engaging the attention of the citizens. A
school had been established within three miles of the Lincoln
home wherein the rudiments of an English education were
taught. James Bryant, Crooks and Watson were early teachers of this school. Another school house was later builded
on the same section near the Lincoln home. Dorsey, Bryant,
Price and others taught here.
It is well authenticated that Lincoln attended the school
4.
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taught by Dorsey and Dryaut. By the year 1830 two other
sch0ols were established within walking distance of the Lincoln home. 6
On January 10, 1818, Spencer County was created out of
the territory comprising Perry and Warrick counties with
Little Pigeon Creek constituting the boundary between Warrick and Spencer counties. This placed the Lincoln home in
Carter Township, Spencer County, about three miles east of
Little Pigeon Creek, whereas, it was originally in H urricane
Township, Perry County.
At an election held in Carter Township in August, 1819,
Thomas Lincoln is recorded as casting his vote.
In the year 1819 Pigeon Baptist Church was located about
a mile south of the Lincoln home where a log building was
erected on lond donated by Noah Gordon and Samuel Howell.
Owen R. Griffith hewed t he hogs; the lumber was sawed with
a whip-saw. Thomas Lincoln made the windows, door casings and pulpit. David Turnham made the brick which were
usP-d in the building·. Among the early members of this religious organization were William Barker, Jacob Oskins,
James Gentry, Jesse Oskins, Reverend John Richardson, Reverend Briscoe and their wh,es. Among the ministers were
Richardson, Briscoe, Lamar, Charles Harper, Stanley Walker,
Thomas Sumner, Joseph Price, Henry Hart. and Adam Shoemaker. It is said of Adam Shoemaker that he was one of the
outstanding pioneer ministers of Southern Indiana. His sermons were oftentimes prophetic visions of the future greatnes5 of the Republic, and his liberal mind and breadth of
vision distinguished him as one of the foremost of his day.
H ':! was a strong opponent of slavery, and had a great deal
to do with shaping the sentiment of his locality. It has often
been said that he is the one character from whom Abraham
Lincoln received his fir st ideas of emancipation!
James Grigsby lived south of the Lincoln home. J ames
Gentry and John Romine were close neighbors. Aaron
G1·igsby who afterwards married Sarah Lincoln, the only sister of Abraham, lived close by. Sarnh died in 1828. She was
buried in the cemetery ai Pigeon Baptist Church, and friends
have recently erected a marble shaft to mark her grave. Mas6. /Nstori/ o.f S1Jr'tt<Tr C,nmtu, uage 4.
1. llistory uf S11cur, r Counlu.
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ter~on Clark, and Edmund Phillips who lived in Warrick
County, were neighbors and belonged to the same church as
the Lincolns.
The characteristics of these individuals who were neighbors to the Lincolns must have had a great influence on the
life of the young Lincoln and instilled in him some of the
stei·ling qualities which manifested themselves in his later life.
The Reverend John Richardson was a native of West Virgillia, coming to Kentucky ai an early date, and in 1817 in
company with a few neighbors, came on a flat-boat to Indiana, disembarking at the site now occupied by the town
of Grandview and settled near the Lincoln home. He was a
preacher of the Baptist religion, a man of strong conviction .
.James Gentry belonged to the North Carolina branch of
the Gentry family, and at the age of seventeen went to Barren County, Kentucky. He moved to Spencer County in 1818,
and located on a tract of la.n d containing over one thousand
acres near the present site of Gentryville. His biographer
says that "he was remarkable for his energy and industry
and the interest which he took in the welfare of his neighbors
and the community in general." His daughter, Agnes, marrif?d Benjamin Romine, who in 1827 with Gideon Romine and
his father-in-law, James Gentry, began selling goods at the
junction of the Corydon and Newburg road with the Rockport and Jasper road where the town of Gentryville is now
located, and which afterwards became the center of the community life in that vicinity. Near the homestead of James
Gentry ·was located the home of Allen Gentry who had preceded James Gentry to Spencer County in 1813. Romine and
G0ntry became the outstanding characters of the community,
being large landowners and having established the only store
in that surrounding country which became a gathering place
for the young and old, where they interchanged ideas and
read the newspapers which came to the Gentry store.
Located on the mainly traveled highway leading from the
pocket towns of Boonville, Newburg, and Evansville, to the
State Capitol at Corydon, the citizens had an opportunity to
come in contact with some of the great characters of Southern Indiana. William Jones when a young man began clerking for Romine and Gentry, and afterwa1·ds established a
small stol'e on his farm about one mile west of Gentryville.

This place was g-iV<'n the name of .Jmwsboro. It was in the
stol'(' of William J01w.s that young Lintoln worked as a clerk
and assisted in prepal'ing pork and tobacco for thl' market.
Reuben C:l'igsby came io the Lintoln settlement in 1820
frnm Kentuc·ky where he remained for a period of thirty years.
Th,• Reverend Allen Brooner tame to the Linl'oln seUl<•ment
in 1~13, and became a strong character in the community
where he re.sided many years. It is said of him that he w::is
a typital pioneer, a widely known beai· huntcl', a hardy, res<,lutc man, and a good citizen.
,John W. Lamar was a native of Kentucky, and a playmate
of Lincoln, and attt,nded the same s<:hool whp1•e Li1]('oln recei\'C'd his early education. ll is well established that almost
every family in the community in which Lintoln liYed canw
from Kentucky, Tennessee or the Carolinas and belonged to
that branch of old English stock that has so indelibly imprci:sed itself on the tharacter and tustoms of Southern Indiana-bringing- with them customs and qualities of character which have been manifN,ted by so many of their offspring-. \Ve wish to emphasize the fact that Abrnham• Lincoln had the opportunity to eome in contact with a great many
influences during hi/'\ life in Indiana which could account for
so many traits of character and peculial'ities of his pen;onality
by which he was so signally distinguished in after life.
Aside from his immediate a11sociates there lived in Southern Indiana a number of distinguished men whose fame and
reputation undoubted!? reaehed to the home and fireside of
every family living betweC'n Corydon on the east and the
struggling village and boat-landing at f~Yan11villc, Indiana, on
tlw west. From the age of sixteen to twenty-one years Lincoln had the opportunity of frequently visiting Rockport, the
county seat of Spentl~1· County, where liYed Joh11 Pitclwr, one
of t.he great lawyers of Southern Indiana, a membm· of the
legislature in 1830, representing Speneer and Perry conntie~.
H~ was the first resident attorney or Rockport and was also
prosecuting attorney of his district. Pitcher possessed an unusual library and it is said that Lincoln often made visits to
the office of Pitcher when he brought pork and other farm
products to the boat-landing at Rockpol't to be shipped t.o the
southland. and that Pitcher fol'med a _great liking for Lincoln,
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and in after years on a visit to RockJ)ort he inquired of the
place where John Pitcher had his office.
When the constitutional convention convened in Corydon
in 1816 Daniel Grass appeared as a delegate from Warrick
County, which included at that time the present boundaries
of Spencer County. Grass had migrated from Kentucky to
Indiana and located near the present site of Rockport. A
township of Spencer County bears his name. He was a man
of unusual ability, a member of the Indiana legislature, and
a judge of the county court for a number of years, and on
his way to attend the legislature at Cotydon he would pass
through the little village afterwards known as Gentryville,
as did a great many of the other members from the southern
part of the State, and they usually remained over night wit~
the Gentrys or the Joneses. About 1824 political parties in
Indiana inaugurated the system of state and county political
org-anizations and sent out literature and posters for campaign
purposes, and in this way the voters became familiar with
the principles of the political parties and the characters of the
candidates. In the Clay-Adams-Jackson contest for presidency in 1824 there were county organizations and platforms
with handbills sent out to the voters. 8
Daniel Grass was a man of unusual judgment and sagacity
as a politician and was known in Southern Indiana as a humorist. General Joseph Lane, who was several times a member of the legislature when it met at Corydon, said that
Daniel Grass was reputed to be one of the greatest humodsts
in the territory. Lincoln had the opportunity and no doubt
did come in contact with his engaging personality.
General Joseph Lane was elected to the legislature from
Vanderbul'gh and Warrick counties in 1822 and served at intervals in the House and Senate of Indiana from 1822 to 1846.
He lived at Sprinklesburg in Warrick County, afterwards
known as Newburg, and in order to reach the State capitol at
Con,don he had to travel the Corydon-Newburg road which
passed the Jones' store where Lincoln worked. About 18Us
the· county seat of Warrick County was moved from Darlington to Boonville.
8. E~arry. 1/i:{lOl'U u.f lmlianct, p. 297. As early as 1810 Jonathun ,Jt.'nning~ had
ina.Ul~Uratccl t.hc 1naclic~ of ~ending out handbill~ to votC'I'~. Ste Dtmn':-; Jndiaua, p. 408.
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Boonville was named for Ratliff Boon who came to Indiana
from Kentucky in 181,1, and settled two miles we,._t of t11e town
which afterwards bore his name. He married Delilah Anderson, daughter of Bailey Anderi;on, said to be the first man
who set foot on WarriC'k County's soil. Ratliff Boon ·was an
intrepid character, com·ageous, intelligent, with strong prejudir•es. He was a hard fighter in political contests and was
extremely jealous of his powPr and influence. He was elected
to Cong-ress eight different times from the congressional district in which Spencer and \Varrick counties were located, and
twice elected Lieutenant Governor and filled out the unexpired
term of Governor William Hendricks when he was elected to
the United States S<'nate. Ile was president of the Senate
wJ-,en the legislature met at Cor)·don. He 1110\'Cd to Pike
County, 1\lissouri, in 18:rn, and afterwards enterpd the racP
for United States Senate, and was defeated by Thomas H.
Benton. General Jo:-eph Lane says that Ratliff Boon and
Daniel Grass were more than ordinary men in their day, and
deserve a !)lace in the history of Indiana.
It is diflicult to belic\'e that young Lincoln did not have
an opportunity to come in contact with this great personality
in Southern Indiana history, and was not influenced by hi~
life, ·md activities in the community. William L. Barker
of Doonvill<' who has devoted a great deal of time to local
hi~torical research, and a local historian of unusual ability,
relates this incident of Ratliff Doon, which shows his sagacity
ac:; a politician: "When out electioneering in the day when
jornt debates were frequent Boon would propose stopping- at
a cross-roads blacksmith shop. Here, while his opponent preSPnted his own claims for the blacksmith's support, Boon
wonld clevcl'ly pound out a set of horseshoe nails, some chain
links, or other homely device, thus proYing that he knew how
to handle tools and ·was not above menial labor. His early
apprenticeship to the Kentucky gunsmith made this easy for
him."
Boonville was locat1•d on a sitP at the junction of the Yellowbanks Road \\ ith the road leading from Corydon to Newburg-. and the State road lt•ading from Boom·illc to Petersburg, at a distance of about lhii-tl'en miles from the home of
Abraham Lincoln. In 1826 the town possessed less than one
hundred inhabitants.
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Doctor Reuben C. l\fatthC'wson was a physrcian living in
Doon\'ille, and there were two or three general merchandise
stores. The town being thus centrally located it was the
meeting place for the State Militia on muster days, which was
an event of great importance in the life of the local community, at which the citizens of all the surrounding territory
met in competitive drills. Ratliff Boon, Daniel Grass, and
William Prince were the leading spirits in these drill contests.
Doon was commissioned Lieutenant of the Fourth Regiment,
and Grass was commissioned an oflicer in the same regiment.
William Prince was commissioned a Captain of the Indiana
Militia, and afterwards Boon was commissioned Captain of the
First Battalion.
Lincoln came to Boon\'ille first, perhaps, to witness these
comp<'titive drills, but it afterwards developed that there were
other incentives that prompted the young- man to return to
Doonville. Here lived John A. Breckenndge who, perhaps,
had more to do with directing the attention of Lincoln to the
study of law than any other man, and probably influenced his
life in that regard the most. John A. Breckenridge came to
Warrick County when a young man and married one of the
young ladies in that county. He first settled on a farm just
west of Boonville, and afterwards moved to the \'illage and
conducted a general merchandise store in connection with his
law practice. The Breckenridges were eastern people and had
had unusual opportunities to acquire an education. John A.
Breckenridge became prosecuto1· of Warrick County, and afterwards became the leading attorney of Southern Indiana.
His mind was well-trained, in forensic ability he was unexcelled, and his cogent reasoning was irresistible. Young Lincoln frequently came to Boonville to attend trials, and thereby
came in contact with Breckenridge. It is well authenticated
that he frequently visited the home of Breckenridge and borrowed law books and other miscellaneous books which he read
and returned. The books that were loaned him by Bn,ckenridge and the influence of the charncter of the man undoubtedly had a great deal to do with shaping the future of young
Lincoln.
A portion of the library of John A. Dreckenridge fell into
the hands of his nephew, Judge ,John Il. Handy, and is now
owned by L. A. Folsom, a lawyer at Boonville. Among the
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,·olumcs of this library arc found the following: "Rom(ln Anti<Juilirs," published in 1807, containing an ac('ount of the
manners and ('Ustoms of Uw Romaus respceting their government and laws. "Laws of the Cniicrl Sfof<'s", containing
Treaties (Int/ Prorlmnatw,1s, Spanish Rccollediun.-;, 18.!8. In
thi-, Yolume is a printed book-plate bearing the following inscription: "John A . Breckenridge, No. 457", showing that
Brt>ckenl'idge possessed an unusually large library for that
day. Also the following books: ".111 Al>ridt/<'111('1/f of C1Jl.r·':-:
Librar11, 181J." "Spec,·h<'s of Clwrlcs PhilliJ1s, Esq., [)cti1:ered at the Dar i11 Irela11d a11d Enylmul, Dedfruled to William
Ros,·oe, 1817," containing speeches on civil and religious
liberty and the drnracter of N'apoleon. "Lall' :llisrc[{a11ie:-:".
containing lntrnductions to Study of 1Jlacksto11c, 1814. "Re1nini.-;cen<'es of Charles flutter, Esquire, of Li111•oln Inn". containing classical studies of Modern English poets, Jurisprudence, letters on Junius, 1822. ".\'off's 0,1 Greriar1, Roman,
Feudal, and Ca.110,1 LaH•" by Charles Dutler, Esquire, of Lincoln's I nn, 1808.
The identitkation of these books with the library of ,JoF n
A. Breckenridge is unquPstioned. There is no positiYe e,·idence that Lincoln actually read these books, but it is reasonably p1·esumed that owing to his inquiring mind and his desire for an education if he had the opportunity which he undoubtedly did. he became familiar with their contents.
There were other lawyers practicing at the Warrick County
Bar at this time who we1·e able and innuential and oc·('t1))icd
prominent positions. Richard Daniels at ont' time p1·psiding
judge, \\'illiam Prince, prosecuting attorney, ,John Pikher,
Ja~11es R. E. Goodlett, who for many years \\'as th<' Jwesi<ling
judge of the circuit couri, and many of the ablest lawyers
of the southern portion of the State, came to Boon,illl' to
attend court. Xo doubt young Lincoln journeyl'd to Boonville
to ath•nd these sessions of court and hear tlw arguments of
these lawyers. There were also a number of influential laymen lidng in and near Boomille who werP identified with
the progress of the community, among whom was Zachariah
Skelton, commonly known as Judge Skelton, ,vho h\'cd in
\iVanidc County, a short distance fl'Om the home of Lintoln,
and Lc•vi lglehm't, both of whom wen' memhPrs of the Board
of .Ju~tices and look a prominent part in tlw financial and
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prudential affairs of the county, the latter being the grandfather of Judge John E. Iglehart, now of Evansville, Indiana.
A tradition has been handed down from the oldest settlers
in the vicinity of Boonville, some of whom knew Lincoln, that
at an important trial in the old courthouse in Boonville, John
A. Breckenridge made a masterly argument for the defense,
and when he had finished a number of the by-standers rushed
to him to congratulate him, among whom was young Lincoln,
who for some reason did not get an opportunity to tell Breckenridge how much he appreciated his argument. Years afterwards when Lincoln became President lVIr. Breckenridge had
an occasion to appear before him in the White House in the
interest of some applicant for a federal position, and on his
presence being announced Mr. Lincoln arose and rushed to
him with extended hand and said: "Mr. Breckcmidge, I have
alw<1ys wanted to congratulate you and tell you what a great
speech you made in that trial at Boonville." The Breckenridges became staunch abolitionists, and after Lincoln left for
Illinois John A. Breckemidge moved to Texas. Some of his
relatives are now living in and near Boonville.
Thomas James de la Hunt in his excellent history of Perry
County details the circumstances relative to Lincoln being in
the employment of James Taylor, who lived at the mouth of
Anderson Creek near Troy, and was a large shipper of pork,
hay, and grain, to the southern market. Through this connection Lincoln made his trip to New Orleans and return, and
while in this employment had the opportunity to secme the
eastern newspapers as they were brought down the river on
the boats, and thereby acquaint himself with cunent events
and public affairs.
In this same volume is given an account in detail of the incirlent of the wrecking of the boat on which General Lafayette
was traveling in 1825 near what is now the site of the city
of Cannelton. General Lafayette was cast ashore and remained
for sometime at a house located near the large spring that
now bears the name of Lafayette Spring, and during the
period of his stay the presence of the distinguished officer
became widely known to the citizens, and pioneers from all
pGrtions of the country came to pay their respects.'' It is
highly probable that the news reached as far as Troy where
~-
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Lincoln could have been employed, or even as far as his home
in Spencer County, which at that time had been connected
with Troy by a fairly well-established road. The fact that
Lafayette was making the trip down the river, his speeches,
and the incidents of his journey to the western country were
widely published in the local papers. He had been tendered
a banquet at Jeffersonville on April 16, 1825, which fact had
been published in the Corydon Gazette, and in the Louisville
papers. These publications unquestionably reached the Lincoln settlement ::tnd were read at the Gentry and Jones stores.
As early as 1819 President Monroe and Andre,v Jackson had
stopped at Jeffersonville and were escorted by the State mil itia to Corydon where a barbecue was tendered.
On February 11, 1825, commissioners who had been appointed to lay out a State road from Harmony, Posey County,
to Polk Patch in Wanick County, so as to intersect a State
road leading from Princeton to Corydon, reported the establ ishment of the road to the Dubois County line, and in 1826
a road from Fredonia to Wabash, that part running through
Wanick County beginning at the east line of the county,
thence north to Pigeon Creek, thence to the west line of the
county, was reported. The road from Boonville to Princeton
had long been established, and the line of communication between Boonville and New Harmony was established by well
traveled roads. There was also a line of passenger boats running down the Ohio River passing Troy and stopping at Newburg, Evansville, and Mt. Vernon, and boats running from
Mt. Vernon up the Wabash River to New Harmony.
Wheu Robert Owen purchased the New Harmony settlement from the Rappites an impetus was given to educational
ideas in the southern part of the State. The Harmony community under the regime of the Rappites from 1815 to 1817
established factories and schools, and their factories produced
bl'oaddoth, tinware, shoes, saddles, flour, beer, and other commodities. A market was established in the surrounding towns
and the reputation of the community extended over the southern part of the State. In 1824 Rapp sold to Robert Owen the
holdings, and the Owens' took possession of the property and
under their management soon attraded to their community
a select circle of scholars, artists, and educators, which made

the place famous throughout the country. For a few years it
was the most noted place in the state.
i\fany noted men came to this community and the story of
thi•s adventure is universally known. In 1825 Robert Dale
Owen, the son of Robert Owen, the elder, brought with him a
number of educators to New Harmony, and he began the
publication of a newspaper called "The New Harmony Gazette." This paper attained a wide circulation in the southern pa1t of the state, and in the cast, and the publication was
co11tinued for a number of years. On December 9, 1825, fortysix paper exchanges were received by the New Harmony Gazette. Agents were appointed in numerous towns and localities in the southern part of the state where the paper could
be had. Thomas Say, the naturalist; William Maclure, and
other prominent educators naturally attracted a g1·eat deal of
attention from those who were interested in the development
of educational ideas.
Robert Dale Owen was a man of strong personality and
h,1d revolutionary ideas relative to social and political conditions, which he exploited in his paper. Religious libeity a11d
freedom of will were the outstanding ideas of the New Harmony movement. These principles received a great deal of
attention from those who considered the New Harmony movement a harmful innovation on the social conditions existing
at that time. One traveler observed that Owen's idea was to
"allow each person libe1ty to believe in what he considers to
be good."
It is not an extravagant presumption to say that this influence reached to the home of Lincoln, and the New Harmony settlement, together with its ideas, were subjects of
ctisrussion at the Jones' and Gentry stores. Lincoln, if he so
desired, since it is well established that he went as far as
Princeton to a woolen mill, could have gone to New Harmony
and become acquainted with the institution and its teachings.
Also, he could have come under the influence of the prominent
educators connected with the Owen movement. The distance
from the Lincoln home to New Harmony overland is about
thirty-nine miles.
In 1820 publication of the Corydon Gazette was begun and
continued for many years, it being a paper published at the

State Capitol would naturally go into the homes of those who
lived in the surrounding territory, and Corydon was connected
with the Lincoln settlement by a well established highway.
The publication of the Louisi:ille Advel'lise1· was begun at an
early date, and it was a much read paper during the period of
the young manhood of Lincoln.
In the year 1815 Huffman's Mill was erected on Anderson
River and has been operated continuously to this day. At
an early date the Board of Justices of Perry County ordered
a 1oad established from Huffman's Mill to the north line of the
county. and in 1826 the same board established a road leading
from T1·oy to Hindostan in Perry County. This mill was the
lai·gest known in Spencer County at that date, and the people
came from a distance of forty miles to have their corn ground
into meal. The Lincolns lived within a distance of eighteen
or twenty miles from this mill. In 1825 Peter Whittinghill
operated a small "corn cracker" just west of the present site
of Gentl'yville, and James Gentry started a cotton gin in 1824
which he operated for several years, receiving patronage from
a radius of thirty miles. Considerable cotton was then raised
in that community. At an early date another small mill was
located on Little Pigeon Creek by John Phillips a few miles
west of the Lincoln settlement. One of the burrs used in this
mill is still in possession of a member of the Phillips family.
In 1820 George, Nicholas and John Taylor operated a grist mill
on Polkberry Creek between the present site of Dale and Gentryville about six miles north of the Lincoln home.
Little Pigeon Creek between Spencer and Wanick counties,
and Anderson River from its mouth at Troy to Hunicane
Fork were declared navigable streams by an act of the legislatnre in 1820, and in 1829 Moses Matthew was granted a
license by the County Doard of Wanick County to ferry across
Little Pigeon Creek. While waiting their "tum" at these
mills the people of the countryside would discuss all matters
of local, State, and National impo1tance, and these gatherings
constituted the pioneer symposium wherein all questions, howevc,r weighty, were given careful consideration. It was at
these gatherings that young Lincoln builded his reputation
as being the best educated young man in the community.
Pigeon Baptist Church was one of a number of Baptist
churches in Spencer and adjoining counties which constituted
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Little Zion Baptist Association. Little Zion Baptist Church
was located in the eastern part of Warrick County near Little
Pigeon Creek on the Corydon and Newburg road. The membership of the several churches would travel many miles to
attend these yearly sessions of the Association to which came
the leading ministers from Kentucky and Southern Indiana.
This is the association to which Thomas Lincoln belonged,
and having frequenUy held office in his local church. he no
<loubt attended these associations. These meetings fumished
an opportunity for the discussion of religious, moral, and social questions, the influence of which no doubt made an impression on the mind of young Lincoln.
William Jones, in a verified statement says: "That he is
the son of Colonel William Jones who was killed in the battle
of Atlanta, July 22, 1864; that his father stated to him at
many different times that he (Colonel Jones) and Abraham
Lincoln were intimate friends and he worked in his store at
Jonesboro, located three-fourths of a mile west of where Gentryville is now located, and during the last winter of his employment cut pork. Jonesboro was the postoffice and was
named for me. The main roads at that time were the Corydon
and Newburg road passing the Jones store and running west
to Boonville and one running· south to Rockport; when the
Lincolns left for Illinois they had ox teams and came to the
store for supplies, and young Abraham bought thirty-six dollars' worth of goods including knives and forks, to peddle on
the way to Jllinois, and several months thereafter I received
a letter from Abraham saying that he doubled his money on
these articles. The morning· they started a crowd gathered
at the store to bid the Lincolns good-bye. A remark was
made by some one that they were late and young Lincoln
explained that one of the oxen had strayed away during the
previous night and he had to hunt him and found him about
two and one-half miles from there at David Turnham's; that
the wheels of their wagons had truck wheels, i. e., solid without spokes. and were sawed from the ends of large logs; that
in 1844 Abraham Lincoln made a visit to Spencer County,
coming first to Rockport where I was engaged in some court
proceedings, and when court adjourned I went to Lincoln and
shook hands with him, and then before ihe crowd dispersed
I called the people to order and announced that the Honorli-2378,t
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able Ab1·aham Lincoln, candidate for elector-al-large in 111inois would address the people of Rockport that night on the
political issues of the day, and when asked by Lincoln by what
authority I made this announcement my father struck his own
br0ast and said 'by this authority.' After this meeting Lincoln came the next day with my father to Jonesboro and
stayed over night with him, and while there I sat on his lap,
and the next day he made a speech a short distance east of the
old Lincoln home where Lincoln City now stands. In 1860
my father campaigned for Lincoln in Spencer and adjoining
counties." 10
Sarah Gray in a sworn statement made in her eighty-sixth
year, says: "Her father, Henry Hart, came to Indiana in 1815
and settled near the Lincoln home. He was one of the pioneer
preachers of the Baptist Church and was a preacher for
Pigeon Baptist Church at the time Lincoln was a member,
and has told me a great many instances that occurred in the
boyhood days of Lincoln. He told me that Thomas Lincoln
was elected a deacon in the church and often acted as moderatol' in the absence of the pastor; that he visited the home of
the Lincolns frequently; that the Corydon road ran through
the neighborhood near Pigeon and Little Zion Baptist Church
and ,vas the road leading from one church to another, and
Thomas Lincoln often attended Little Zion Baptist Church
located near my father's home; that on one occasion when
father was preaching at Pigeon Baptist Church Abe Lincoln
got up on a stump a short distance from the church and made
a speech, and soon had as large a crowd of listeners as my
father had in the church; neighbors were few and wou Id go
a great distance to attend log-rollings. house-raisings, and look
after the sick."
James Stevens in a verified statement says that he knew
James Romine and William Oskins who lived just south of the
Lincoln home, and knew the Lincoln family well, and they
talked with me frequently about the Lincolns. John Romine
~aid that Abraham Lincoln never hurried about anything;
that they started to Illinois in a wagon drawn by oxen and
JO. \Villiam Jone:--, who mnde this affidavit, wa~ a rcl)utn.hl<.• citizen of Spc-nct•r anti
\Va nick counties, ancl hn~ liv('d in the- ioeality of 1he- Linc·oln homl• nil hh. lifl>. Ht.• wa~

a captain in the Union Army in the Civil War and has in his a1os~r~sion H gold onHl•
menlcd sword and scabbard which was ()l'cscntcd to his father by the citizens of lhat
community. He died n few l'Cars a~o.
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the 1·oads were very bad; that Thomas Lincoln owned a certain tract of land of eighty acres which he wanted to sell or
trade for a good horse, and after they had started he (Romme) followed them and traded a young horse for the eighty
act·cs of land. (Record shows the conveyance of this land
to Romine by Lincoln.) 11
No attempt has been made to record all of the established
incidents in the life of Abraham Lincoln which occurred while
he resided in Southern Indiana. It has been our intention,
so far as we could from reliable sources, to create the home
life and circumstances surrounding young Lincoln while living in Indiana. The story of his early life belongs to the stage
of civilization which even the older people of our day have
almost forgotten and which the younger never knew. It was
a life of toil, of hardship, of poverty, but it was the independent poverty of the western wilderness, and it made men
of those who fought their way out of it.
Little can we know or understand of the struggles of the
toiling men and women ; of the utter destitution of their
sm-rotmdings; of their desolate loneliness in the rude and isolated backwoods of the frontier; of the mental starvation;
of the physical suffering; and the pitiful striving to make a
h0me and secure shelter against the rigors of the climate.
The romance of the life of this g1·eatest American of Americans, and the struggle from mediocrity to empy1·ean heights
of human fame will always inspire the lovers of genius and
true character. For out of these humble conditions in the
fertile field of American opportunity he arose to the highest
pinnacle of human fame. And now America, yea, the civilized
world. bows in humble reverence at the tomb of the "mightiest
of the mighty dead."
I shall conclude by reading portions from an article entitled,
"At the Shrine of Motherhood," written by me some years
ago:
"It is a general rule that all superior men inherit
the elements of superiority from their mothers. The
mother, in her office, holds the key of the soul; and
she it is who stamps the coin of character and by her
11. \ numbl•r <>f afficlavih or early sl•ttler~ of their rl'eolleclion or thP Lincoln fnmily
b l'Hti'I"tilly 1n·t>sP1·ved in numerous, is:-.ul's or tht1 Boonvill1: Standatd, or which Thoma~ E.
Jlowns, now Scc1·t•tary of the \Varrk-k County Historical Society, i:-; the (l'tlitor.
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gentle care, she transforms the vital forces of life.
She is crowned queen of the world. Whether her
realm embraces the title heads and kings of earth, or
the lowly of men, the power and beauty, the sweetness and gentleness, the heroism and majesty of a
mother's love remains the same.
It was a company of distinguished men who bared
their heads and stood in reverential silence at the
tomb of the mother of the great emancipator in the
Lincoln Park located a few miles from Doonvillc.
Here, in an unpretentious place, rests the ashes of
one of nature's sweetest daughters who gave to the
world a life that was so profoundly to affect the future of human-kind.
On this beautiful June day, nature had clothed the
little city of distinguished dead in her finest robes of
beauty and when the line of pilgrims halted at the
hill-top and stood encircled about the tomb, the sunlight struggling through the branches of the trees
shot athwart the granite shaft and threw a spell of
sublime reverence over those who stood about.
Her tomb is not marked by a mausoleum, stately
and grand, but a granite monument of simple design,
the gift of loving friends of her distinguished son
marks her resting place.
Here then, amid the heaven-kissing hills of southern Indiana rests the mother of Lincoln. Here,
within these peaceful valleys she lived her life of love
and peace and sacrifice. Here, she met the simple
folks of th~ country-side and won their love by her
womanly bearing and sweet demeanor. Herc, she
toiled and wrought and planned and dreamed, perhaps of future greatness for those she loved, and
while her life was circumscribed by weary toil and
uneventful days, within her soul was a kingdom of
love and truth, a heritage to transmit to the illustrious off-spring of her heart.
Here, when life was dreary and her pathway led
through life's adversity, with faith and hope she
looked beyond the density of hill and forest and saw.
for him, the dream come true.

G9
And here, the shadows darkened, the evening star
began io set, the parting day of life began to wane
and here the flickering flame of life flared up in one
last mighty effort to burn for those she loved, and
then died out.
Here, beside a new made mound at eventide of an
October day, stood the boy of ten, who in after years
was to shape the destiny of millions of men and wear
the martyr's wreath of glory. Here, at this very
spot, his childish tears made wet the earth that enfolded in its close embrace, his hope and stay. With
sobbing heart he turned and went away, leaving behind the greatest treasure of childhood, and carried
with him only the memory of her sweet voice, her
gentle touch and sympathetic smile.
And in afte1· years when life was full with deeds
achieved and duty well performed. he paid immol'tal
tribute to the memory of his love by saying, "All that
I am, or hope to be, I owe to my angel mother."
-At the Shrine of Motherhood. Roscoe Kiper.
Mr. Bowers: It is peculiarly appropriate that the next
Spt!aker should be upon the program of a History Conference,
because he has taught the historians how to make history more
fm,cinating. 1 take great pleasure in introducing Mr. Hamlin Garland, President of the American Academy of Arts and
Letters.
ADDRESS
Hamlin Garland, New York City.
Ladies and gentlemen of Indiana, and pioneers, 0l' if not
pioneers, sons and daughters of pioneers:
I have looked forward for a long time to this meeting with
you today because I felt that it was a peculiar and valuable
experience for me. I suppose that in all matters relating to
the pioneers of America, I am a bit of a sentimentalist. I
am perfectly wil1ing to be accused of it, and I sometimes am
accused of it. It is pretty hard for those of us who have
witnessed that severe early pioneering not to overestimate
the heroism of those who performed the task of clearing the
way. I never ride through your State without thinking of the
ge11i>rations of men and women who removed these great for-
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ests and smoothed these fields and built these pleasant cities
in which y,ou of today enjoy life. It takes more than one
generation to do that, and I think it well occasion8.lly to
pause in the midst of an ag-e of tin cans and barbed wire and
moving pictures, and take account of the men and women
who worked in the light of the tallow dip and who got their
ins~ruction of world affairs from the weekly paper. I have
tried in my two volumes of "A Daughter of the Middle Border" and "A Son of the Middle llorclet·'' to express that period
which lies between the close of the Civil War in 1865 and the
opening of the great World War in 1914. That of course is
far beyond your time and your pioneering.
I was following the line of the Middle Dorder, and that
leads me to the point of explaining to you exactly what I
mean by the Middle Border.
I was much amused when Ilernard Shaw asked me, "just
what do you mean by the Middle Border'? Were you thinking
of The Canadian Border"'? I said to him what I shall say to
you: no, I had in mind the border of the plow and the sickle,
a border that moved rather slowly westward from year to
year and from decade to decade. When I was born, in 1860,
the line of this middle border, as I roughly conceived it, run a
little west of the Mississippi River, so far as Minnesota is
concerned, and a little way out into Iowa, with regard to its
southern extension. My father established his first homestead
in Wisconsin on what was practically this middle border line.
In those days farm labor was carried on very largely by just
strength and awkwardness. That is to say, my father swung
the cradle and my mother made candles-(it does not seem
possible that I can remember these things but I do). My
mother also ran the spinning wheel. So undoubtedly in those
days we had reproduced, several hundred miles from here,
very much the same conditions through which you had passed.
Our home was a home of service. My father came back
from the Civil War with the temper and discipline of a soldier. When he said, 'go,' I went, and when he said. 'come,'
I came, and if he snapped his finger and pointed, I went where
he pointed his finger; so I began very early to serve on the
farm. At six years of age I had my duties. I brought in
the wood and chips from the yard. I went to the hills and
brought the cattle down from the pasture to be milked, and
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when I was eight years of age I recall distinctly raking the
scatterings behind the great hay wagons.
Yes, ours was a home of service, but it was also a home of
song. My mother had a beautiful voice and loved to sing,
and my father, although he could not sing a tune, loved to hear
my mother sing, and as a result in the midst of our service,
in the midst of this stern discipline; of which I have told you,
we had moments of exquisite song. There were two songs
that had immense influence upon my father and upon us all,
and I am going to touch on these songs in the hope that some
of you may have known them. I have never found anybody
yet but my own family who knows anything about these two
songs. They are important because they show the spirit of
that western home of ours. and our home was typical. One
of these we called "The Rolling Stone"-! have seen the words
p1inted but I have never seen the music.
It is a dialogue, and was undoubtedly manufactured on
the other side of the Allegheny Mountains, because in it the
man begins by saying:
"Away to Colorado a journey I'll go,
For to double·my fortune as other men do,
While here I mu1,t labor each day in the field
And the winter consumes all the summer doth yield."

To this the wife replies:
"Dear husband, I've noticed with a sorrowful heart
That you long have neglected you1· plow and your cart,
Your horses, sheep, cattle at 1·andom do run,
And your new Sunday jacket goes every day on,
Oh, stay on. your farm and you'll suffer no loss,
For the stone that keeps rolling wjl) gather no moss."

But the husband insists:
"Oh, wife, let us go; Oh, don't let us wait;
I long to be there, and I long to be great,
While you some fair lady and who knows but I
May be some rich governor long 'fore I die,
Whilst here I must labor each day in the field,
And the winter consumes all the summer doth yield."

But the wife shrewdly retorts:
"Dear husband, remember those lands are so dear
They will cost you the labor of many a year.
Your horses, sheep, cattle will all be to buy,
You will hardly get settled before you must die.
Oh, stay on the farm,-"
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The husband then argues that as in that country the lands
are all cleared to the plow, and horses and cattle not very
dear, they would soon be rich. Indeed, "we will feast on fat
venison one-half the year." Thereupon the wife brings in her
final argument :
"Oh, husband, remember those lands of delight
Are surrounded by Indians who murder by night.
Your house will be plundered and burnt to the ground
While your wife and your children lie mangled around."

This fetches up the husband with round turn :
"Oh, wife, you've convinced me, I'll argue no more,
I never once thought of your dying before.
I love my dear children although they al'e small
And you, my dear wife, I love greatest of all."

Then both together:
"We'll stay on the farm and we'll suffer no loss
For the stone that keeps rolling will gather no moss."

'l'here is the spirit of the woman in the home. Women arc
not naturally pioneers. Women are naturally home stayers
and home keepers. I say this in defiance of modern thought.
After they are established in a home, their tendency is to
stay there. Speaking generally, I think that is true. So my
mother, when this question of moving into Iowa came up, I
suppose rather delighted in responding· to the questions, in the
words of this song. But my father usually called upon her
to sing another song as an antidote, and that song we called
"Freedom's Star." I have never seen the music to that.
It begins with a note of optimism:
"Cheer up, brothers, a:; we go
O'er the mountains, westward ho,
Where herds of dee!' and buffalo
Furnish the fane."

And the refrain is at once a bugle call and a vision:
"Then o'er the hills in legions, boys,
Fair freedom's star
Points to the sunset regions, boys,
Ha, ha, ha-ha."

Our little farm was a lovely farm. I saw it only a few
days ago. But my father felt it "crunched up against the
hills" too much. It was a beautiful place for boys, but he did
not like to run a reaper along those side hills, and in those
days they had not gotten to the point of pasturing on the hills
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and keeping the grain below, and so it was that in the spring
of 1869 he took up his march again, this time for Iowa. And
it seemed to me as a boy of nine years that in that settlement
on the edge of Looking Glass Prairie, we had indeed found
the very "woods and prairie lands" of our song.
It was a glorious country. I recall that in April my father
put in my hand a double-barrel shotgun and put me out walking the edge of the wheat fields to keep the passenger pigeons
from eating up the seed. They came in myriads-at times
they almost filled the sky. Today the Smithsonian Institution
is offering ten thousand dollars for a single pair of passenger
pigeons, and the offer has not yet been accepted.
Wild beasts were in the woods. One night I heard a panth<'r as we were riding· to the spring to water the horse. Great
oak trees stood about. Our home was a log house, with great,
stately, white oak trees standing there in the beautiful yard,
and yet the indomitable soul of Richard Garland was not at
rest. In 1870 we again loaded our faithful, long-suffering,
old clock, and various other articles of furniture, into a covered wagon, and moved on out into Mitchell County, Iowa, on
the actual border line, where a few houses stood to the south
and east, and to the north and west rolling prairie, to the very
edge of Sitting Bull's Camp, and there the wild horses ranged
in droves and the cattle hardly ever felt the touch of a man's
hand. All over the prairie were the crates of bones of the
buffalo and the elk. This was the line of the middle border
of which I am telling you. For twelve years we lived on that
particular prairie, until the line moved on and left us behind.
Again, in 1881, my father, feeling that settlement was getting too thick, or something· was the matter, recognizing the
lure of the Government land in Dakota, took his family, what
there was left of it, and loaded his goods this time into a
railway car, because while he had begun this westward movement with an ox team, he was destined to end it up in a railway train. So we moved again to Brown County, Dakota, to
the little town of Ordway, away out on the plain, into the
short grass country, where there was not a tree in sight big
enough to support the weight of a bumble bee. In 1883 I
took up a claim in McPherson County, and all around me in
the winter of 1884, were settlers so poor that if it had not been
for the buffalo bones which they gathered and sold they would
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have frozen or starved; these lands of the buffalo did in this
fashion "furnish the fare."
Well, it came to the point at last where I decided that my
pioneering of that kind was done. I cut loose from the Old
Commander and turned my face eastward. I was "holding
down a claim" in McPherson County and as I became intolerably lonesome, I came in to town once in a while to spend a
day with my father and mother, and it happened on one occasion there came a lmock at the door, and there stood a genial,
blonde, blue-eyed man, of about 35 or 36 years of age, who
said, "My name is Bashford; I am a Wisconsin man. I have
just been preaching here in your little church and I came
around to have a talk with you." If he had not knocked at
that door, I am not at all sure that I would be speaking here
today. That is the mystical thing about it. I do not know
whether it was ordered or accidental. I only know it happened-just that way-because in his talk he found I was
discontented; found I was through chasing "the sunset regions," and suggested that I go to Boston and study and go
on with my teaching. I told him I was afraid of Boston, of
the East, and could not make a living in a city. He said, "I
went east and I succeeded; people were kind to me." He gave
me some notes of introduction and told me to go and try it.
The upshot of that talk was I sold my claim in October for
two hundred dollars and bought a second class ticket to Boston and a fourth class suit of clothes in Chicago, and when I
landed in 'The Hub' I had one hundred and forty-six dollars
with which to begin my literary career, and I did not know
a person east of Chicago. No man ever did a more absolutely
senseless, idiotic, crazy thing than that,-to start for Boston
with one hundred and forty dollars and no acquaintanceship,
no clothes, no nothing, but a kind of audacity, of ignorance.
Here is the point. I lived there nine years,-while the Old
Commander in Dakota was spreading out until he was farming
a thousand acres of land and fighting the drouth. There came
one year when he did not raise enough sound wheat to seed
his land the next spring, and then I had the satisfaction of
sending him a check to buy seed wheat, thus proving to him
that there were times when the pen was mightier than the
plow.
One day in 1892, in mid-winter, when a blizzard was sweep-
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ing over that desolate land, a storm which you could not face
and live, I visited my father and mother in their cottage, and
thc·re while the wind shrieked around the chimney I read the
riot act to the Old Commander. I said, "Father, this thing
must stop right here; you have been moving all your life from
ce1-tainty to uncertainty, from a home to homelessness, and
you have taken mother with you. Now the time has come
when you must take the back trail." The old fellow said,
"Nt>Ve1·; I do not take the back trail." I said, "All right, but
mother does," and then I plead with him. "Come back. Let
us go back to the beautiful valley from which we adventured
twenty-five years ago; let us buy a home there and establish a
homestead, a family homestead, where we can gather on
Thanksgiving Day and on Christmas Day, where we can establish a, hearthfire, a real home for your old age and for
mine."
At last he gave in, and we came back to the little town of
West Salem, Wisconsin, the town in which I was born, the
town from which he started in 1862, and there we established
that homestead. I have it yet. I visited it just the other day.
I took my daughter with me to see it. It was her birthplace.
We found it standing patiently under its great elms and maples, waiting for us. Whenever disaster overtakes us, if disaster does,-and we never know when it is coming-there
stands the broad old roof ready for the whole Garland tribe.
I began to throw out porches after I got my mother in it.
I established a bigger dining room, a nobler kitchen, one
improvement after another, and finally-and here again I
am the historian-I put back the fireplace into the old house
so that when we laid the fire, shadows might dance on the
walls and all the grandsires of Anglo-Saxon history come back
and speak to us from the shadow. In the light of that fire my
children grew rosy-cheeked, and they now look back to it as a
beautiful, poetic place, the fairyland of their childhood. And
so, as long as I have money enough to pay the taxes it shall
remain the Garland homestead.
I want to tell you something almost in confidence,-they
are thinking of making it a memorial to my father and mother
as types of that generation, and also of making it a kind of
community service center, and if this plan comes to fruition,
as I hope it may, I shall take great pleasure in giving them
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a lease in pel'petuity for that purpose, because in this countl'y
we have all too few such monuments, such centers of interest, such centers of service.
After six months in England, I have come back feeling
that we in America have not made as much use as we might
of the historic symbols of our own land and I hope that it is, in
some degree, a part of your work as a Society to foster the
upbuilding of these monuments, and especially to create in
the minds of the young people of today a better understanding,
a veneration of the heroic effort, which went to making of
this nation what it is today.
DISCUSSION
Dr. Benjamin F. Shambaugh: Your presiding officer has
just announced that I am to discuss the papers and addresses
that have been given this morning. Discuss the Lincoln
Memorial Association? It is beyond discussion: Ii is a settled project. Discuss the paper on the Childhood of Lincoln?
Discuss Mr. Garland's beautiful address'? I will not spoil the
program of this morning by discussing these satisfying addrE>sses.
After listening to Mr. Garland's definition of the Middle
Border I have come to the conclusion that the Middle Border
was wherever Mr. Garland was. When he was in Wisconson, it was in Wisconsin. When he was in Dakota, it was in
Dakota. When he was in Iowa, it was in Iowa. Now the
Middle Border is in New York City. Like the pioneer region,
the Middle Border is where a man is.
If I were to discuss Mr. Garland's address I would take up
the defense of the "Old Commander", for if there is any one
character that appeals to me more than the "Daughter of the
Middle Border" or the "Son of the Middle Border", it is the
"Old Commander." Was it not the spirit of the Old Commander that led the Son of the Middle Border to buy a ticket
for Boston'? Was it not the spirit of the pioneer that took
Mr. Garland to the literary circles in Boston and later to New
York City'? Was it not the spirit of the "Old Commander"that restless spirit which was never content with remaining
stationary for any length of time, but always eager to move on
to new fields-in the Son of the Middle Border that led him
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to take up the history of this Middle Border <:ountry and 1>ut
it into literature'? Was it not the spirit of the pioneer that
led l\Ir. Garland into this pioneer movement of writing the
history of the Middle Dorder'?
I am interested in what has been going on in Indiana in the
line of historital a<:livities. If I were twenty-five years
younger, nothing would be more allming than an invitation
to l.!ome to I ndiana to help in the historital work that is being
call"ied on in this State; for it seems to me that there fr; HO
greater opportunity anywhere in the L'nited States of America for historical endeavor than 1·ight here in Indiana. You
have the "makings" of the \"ery best of historical produds.
In the first place you have history; you have passed the century mark; and you come within the Middle Period, the great
pioneer period whi<:h extends frorn the <:lose of the Revolutionary War down to about 1870. You have a history that is
worthy the effo1-ts of the best historians, the most critic-al
students, the best writers.
You also have organization: you have an Indiana Historical
Society; you have a State Jiistoric:al Commission; you ha\'C
owr fifty local historical societies; you have a Society of Indfrina Pioneers; and you have many patriotic societies, and
women's clubs to help in this work.
As I listened to the ,·eport that within the last year or year
and a half the membership of the Indiana Historical Society
had grown from about seventy-five or a hundred to almost one
thousand, I said to myself "the resurrection has come in Indiana." Take hold of these organizations, foundf'd by the
pioneers, and give to them the life that they deserve.
You not only have history and organization, but you have
scholarship as well. You have men like Professor Lindley and
Dr. Oliver, who are capable and competent to direct the critical
work in connection with the efforts to c:ollect, presen·e, and
publish the history of Indiana.
Likewise you have sentiment. I agree with ~Ir. (;arlancl
that sentiment counts for a great deal in history. We will
not get very fa,· in historical work without sentiment- a popular sentiment in connection with the past, in the history of
our fathers and our mothers. Thanks to M1·. Garland for
arousing sentiment in our pioneer history through the publication of "The Son of the Middle Dorder" and "The Daugh-
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ter of the Middle Border." I have known sLrong men to 1·ead
the~e books with tears streaming dov,rn their cheeks; and I
have seen fair women literally weeping their way through
their pages. Moreover, you have in Indiana literary wTiters,
an<l literary traditions to inspire new writers.
I wish I could turn back the years and come to Indiana and
work with you in building up the history of this great Commonwealth. You are to be congratulated upon a most favorable combination of circumstances. I do not kno\v of conditions anywhere more favorable than these.
Perhaps some of you are saying: If only the State legislature will give us the support which our cause dese1·ves. Let
me tell you something: For twenty-five years I have been
working or working with the General Assembly of Iowa. 1
have come to know legislators pretty well; and sometimes
they have come to know me too well. I am fairly well acquainted with some twelve p:eneral assemblies, and I have
observed that a State legislatu1·e usually puts into the statutes
about what the people of the Commonwealth demand. A legislature rardy takes the initiative; it does what it is pressed
to do by the people of the Commonwealth.
You have in Indiana enough people interested in local history to get the legislature to do anything that you want done.
Where there are people who are really in earnest, the legislature rarely fails to provide adequately for the preservation
of the history of the Commonwealth.
1'his is the second time I have attended your historical confen,nce; it is the second time I have come to Indianapolis to
take part in these meetings. I am going to come again. The
invitation has not been issued, but I am coming. And 1 will
tell you when I am coming. I am coming to the dediC'ation
of the Historical-Museum Building. I do not want to promise
anything that 1 can not liYc up to. As the situation now
stands in this State, I am confident that I shall be able to live
up to this promise to come to Indianapolis at the time of the
dedication of your proposed building.
Brief reports concerning the work of the following county
historical societies were giYcn at the Saturday morning session.

7!)

"IONTGO)IERY COFKTY
Mrs. Charles W. Ross, Crawfm·dsvilk.

The ~Iontgomcry County Historical Society has arranged

a scri<'s of cnt<•rtainments extending throughout the year rn2:1

to c:elelmue tl1<\ one hund1·edth anni\'ersary of the county. The
('e]ebration was opened under the auspices of the Chamber of
Comnwrce. with an address by Dr. John W. Oliver.
The musical amateurs gave a concert of old time music.
The charity organization revieW<•d the charity work of the
eounty. The Daughters of the American Revolution will give an
old-tinw suppe1· and dance. Th<• Dramatic Club will present
an old-time play. There was a fine exhibit of old wills, books
and papers of all kinds hr the club. There will be exhibits
of old fumiture and cornl'lets.
111 November, 1!)22, a monument was dedicated on the spot
where the first home in the tounty was built in 1821 by
William Offield. The Jfo;torieal Soc:iety has endeavor<'d to
c·over all interests of the pioneer and create a community spirit
in the ('(•lebration. Tht> entertainments were held at the high
sehool and were fine.

W ASIIINGTON COlTNTY
.'.\f rs. Ilan·ey ~Jonis, Salem.
Speaking for the Washington County mstorical Society, I
wish to report that the ar('haeological sun·ey un<kr the direction of the Historical Commission has been made in the thirtee,1 townships of the c·otmty and the reports filed with the
Commission. 'l'he work of all township worke1·s was well
dcme, the work of :\Irs. Asa Elliott deserving special commendation.
The programs at the regular meetings, the last Saturday
afternoon of each month, have included interesting sketches
of Benjamin Parke, John Farnham, William Graham, John
DePauw, Stephen D. Sayles, E. Hicks Trueblood, and Barnabas Hobbs. men ('onnected with the early history of the county
and the historical society.
We have created a fine interest in historical matters of the
county, as shown by our increased membership and the visitors to our relic· rooms in the basement of the comt house.
Two hundred and thirty-one visitors have registered and many

C'ame who did not n'gisler. Th<' YaltH' of the relics and historical data received has not be('ll surpassed in the history of
the soc·icty, ol'g·anized October 22, 18n. The membership at
the present time is 2:n, an increase of 51 in two yeal's. Relics
listed number four hundred and forty.
We were honored on "Old Settler's Day," Octobc>r 28th, by
ha\'ing- Dr. OliYer as our special speaker. Other speakers
were P. IL Gill of P('kin and W. TI. Paynter of Salem.
The work of the new year will continue the historical survey and historical sketches, gathering- data and relies, trying
to finish ou1· County World \Var history, and perhaps mark
tlw site of the old Hattabough Fort.
THE SOUTHWESTERN INDIANA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Thomas ,Tame:,; de la IIunt, Cannplton.
The Southwestern Indiana Ilistorical Society, of which I am
on•' of the vite-pre:,;identl-, ineludes the eight counties which
form what is commonly known as "The Pocket.", though I
regret to say that the orig-in of such an appropriate nickname
is lost in the mists of antiquity,-antiquity earlier than 18-19,
the earliest elate where I haYe found it in print. Dubois,
<:iLson, Perry, Pike, Posey, Spcneer, Vanderburgh and Warric:k, make up our territory, and we bPlievc otm,clves to be
Uk' first successful regional historical organization in Indiana.
Success would not be rated perhaps in terms of publicity, yet
al each of the four annual statc-widP historical c-onferences
we ha\'e been represented by at least two speakers on <'ach
program and the post oflicc addresses registered by visitors
als_o show a creditable avcragc from "The Pocket"-crcditablc in view of the long distance we must travel to anive at
the Capital (with no mileage allowance). Our work at home
has been pushed in each county, with a fair accumulation of
source material dPposited in a fil'eproof placp under personal
care of our curator. Three quarterly meetings each year
have been held thus far; at mid-winter, in Evansville; and
the spring and autumn sessions in the smalle1· county towns,
with 1:50 to 200 members in attendance, who were welcomed
with that informal hospitality which has been handed down
from our pioneer forebears.
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LAKE COUNTY
LeGrand 1'. Meyer. Hammond.
The Lake County Histodcal and Old Settlers Association
on the last Saturday in August, 1922, dedicated a marker to
the Honorable Bartlett Woods, pioneer, agriculturalist, etc.,
at the site of his old homestead, at which time and place
William C. Belman of Hammond delivered the address before a
large assemblage of the members of the association and their
friends, numbering approximately one thousand.
In Feb1·uary, 1922, the mid-winter meeting of the association was held in the city of Gary. Preceding the banquet a
set program was given in which John 0. Bowers of Gary
read a very valuable paper on· "Projected Cities of the Calumet Region which Failed to Materialize", particularly City
West of Lake Michigan. Mrs. Magenta Kennedy of East Chicago, gave a history of the "Twin Cities." Henry Davidson
of Whiting gave a very interesting talk on the "Early History of Whiting."
For 192;3 we have planned the following program: A midwinter meeting to be held in Hammond, March 2, 1923, at
which time John 0. Bowers will give a "History of the
First Settler of Northwest Indiana, Joseph Baily." J. William Lester, secretary of the association, will read a story
of the "Gibson Inn"; and we will have reports from the
archaeological and historical survey now in progress in the
county. This meeting is under the auspices of the Hammond
Woman's Club and the History Committee theteof.
The mid-summer meeting will be held September 15th, at
C8dar Lake, Indiana, on the site of the Ball homestead which
will be marked. In the log house of Judge Hervey Ball, his
wife conducted a free school for the benefit of the few children of the early settlement of the neighborhood, which was
the first school house in the county, and it is proposed to mark
the same with appropriate exercises under the auspices of the
schools of the county.
SCOTT COUNTY
Miss Permelia Boyd, Deputy.
The Scott County Historical Society was organized in
Scottsburg, November 25, 1922. Dr. Oliver gave a talk on
6- 23784
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"The Importance of Collecting and Preserving Historical Material" and assisted us in the organization of the soci<'ty. The
following omc:ers were chosen:
President-Miss Perrnelia Doyd.
Vice-President-Clinton H. Gamble.
Secretary-William Storcn.
Treasmcr-Mrs. Kate McClain.
The full county and township organizatio11s haYe been perfected and work begun upon the historical survey. We are
historically awake and om· membership is growing most encouragingly.
In 1923 we hope to collect our pioneer biographies, establish markers, celebrnte our historical anniversaries and abovl'
al1 else, awaken a l'cal and enthusiastic interest in the history
of our state and county.
NORTHERN INDIAN A HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Dr. II. T. Montgomery, South Bend.
1'he Northern Indiana Historical Society during the past
year has been acti,·c and fully alive. The time has been spent
larg-ely, by the members, in gathering pioneer objects and
crnde utensils that were used by the early settlers either as
agricultural implements or for convenient or practical purposes in the home, or about the fireside. The hanest of these
important things will soon have passed, and if not gathered
and carefully preserved now, our descendants in years to come
wiil never know by direct inspection with what primitive and
impi·ovised implements their forefathers mastered and domesticated this wilderness and virgin country.
We have also during the past year been dilig·ently at work
gathering specimens of all animal life that was found in this
locality by the white man when he came here, such as the
panther, wolf, wildcat, deer, otter, coon, bear, varieties of
squirrel and many others that are fast disappearing. For
nPxt year we have planned to erect a number of markers commemorating historical spots and interesting events. Also to
finish the St. Joseph County archaeological survey.
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RUSH COUNTY
Robert E. Mansfield, Rushville.
On June 15, 1922, Rush Comity celebrated its centennial
anniversary and as a result of the historical interest quickened
by that event, a local county society was duly organized. It
is the purpose of the officers of the society to hold a meeting
on April 4th of this year-the exact date of the organization
of the county-for permanent organization. Rush County's
wnl' records are not complete, and it is the hope of the society that this important work may be brought to a successful completion. We find that membership in the State Histor,cal Society is doing much to arouse interest in historical
matters and our earnest desire is to see every member of our
local society a member of the Indiana Historical Society.
BARTHOLOMEW COUN'l'Y
l\Iiss Vida Newsom, Columbus.

,

The Bartholomew County Historical Society is less than
two years old and is small in numbers, but its members are so
vitally interested in the cause which it represents that we are
not discouraged as to our progress. At a recent meeting of
the executive committee of the society, however, plans were
made for increasing our membership, a committee to that end
being appointed, the results of which have been so successful
to date that we expect to more than double our membership
at the next regular meeting of the organization.
The principal work of our society thus far has been the
collection of historical manuscripts for publication or prcse1-Yation, and we already have on file a number of these. Our
president, Georg·e Pence, who is in the County Hospital
at the present time, but is improYing in health and from whom
I bring greetings, has long been most active as a writer of
county history and has been our greatest contributor. Among
the papers submitted by him is one on "The l\Iaking of Bartholomew County." He has compiled in book form copies of
eighty or more lette1·s of inquiry from local people to State
orri<.:ials, in the earlier days and now on record in the State
House, bearing on the school history of the county. At the
la~.t meeting of the society, in July, the program consisted of
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the l'eading of the "Indian History of Bartholomew County,"
by Mr. Pence. The latest work, to be presented at the next
m<;eting of the organization consists of five volumes of the
"Tipton Journals", copied from the originals. These writings
by General Tipton have been copied by Mr. Pence with his
characteristic neatness and precision, in white ink and on
blue paper and bound by him and properly labeled. These
volumes will be most valuable to our society, as the Tipton
history is closely interwoven with that of Bartholomew
County; and our county scat was originally named "Tiptona."
:Mr. L. N. Hines, chairman of the Nominating Committee,
presented the following report, which was unanimously
adopted:
Membership of Continuation Committee for 1923:
Thomas James de la Hunt, Cannelton, Chairman.
Samuel M. Foster, Fort Wayne.
J. Wesley Whicker, Attica.
Charles W. Moores, Indianapolis.
Mrs. J. H. Willey, Plymouth.
Miles Cox, Rushville.
Mrs. Sam Matthews, Tipton.
Miss Vida Newsom, Columbus.
E. Arthur Ball, Muncie.
Sub-committee to act as Program Committee for 1~::.0 meeting:
Thomas James de la Hunt, Cannelton, Chairman.
Miss Vida Newsom, Columbus.
Mrs. Sam Matthews, Tipton.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON- DECE1\IBER NINTH
Two O'clock
MRS. GULLA VAYHINGER, Marion,
Director of Americanization for National W. C. T. U ..
Presiding.

Early Northern Indiana History ................ J.P. Dunn
A Century of Fort Wayne .................. B. J. Griswold
The Educational Museum ................... George R. Fox
Mrs. Vayhingcr: The first speaker on the program this
al'lernoon is one I am sure who needs no introduction, a man
who has become great in the State, a man of whom I have
heard such splendid things that I hesitate to even attempt to
say any of them, and so I am going to take the privilege of
intr()ducing Mrs. Elizabeth Claypool Earl, a member of the
Public Library Commission, and ask her to introduce the first
speaker of the afternoon.
:Mrs. Elizabeth Claypool Earl : I am happy indeed to stand
before you as a pioneer and one interested in historical matters, and introduce the next speaker, who I believe has the
one characteristic that is so important in historical matters,
an<l that is telling the truth. As members of the Indiana Historical Society and as citizens of Indiana, I feel we owe a
great debt of gratitude to Jacob P. Dunn, and I hope that
in the future we will support many things that he has in mind
that will place upon the records of Indiana the things which
must not be lost and which we as members of this organization must see that they are not lost. The finest thing for any
one to do in introducing a speaker is to say as little as possible. Mr. Dunn needs no introduction, therefore I take great
pleasure in presenting Jacob P. Dunn, the 'Historian of Indiana.'
EARLY NORTHERN INDIANA HISTORY
Jacob P. Dunn, Indianapolis.
Nine-tenths of all the error and confusion in the early history of Indiana is the result of a lack of access by the earlier
(l,5)

86
writers to the authentic historical records relating to this
reg·ion. We do not ordinarily realize how recently the access
to such records began, or how slowly it developed. Some idea
of it may be obtained by comparing John B. Dillon's Historic<1l
Notes on the Northwest, published in 1843, with his Hisiol'y
of fodiana, published in 1859. In the interim between the two
he had acquired the advantage of the New York Colonial
Docurnen ts, which represent the first material excursion of
America into European archives. There was never a more
diligent and conscientious student of history than Dillon, and
it i~ obvious from his later volume that he had been thrown
into doubt concerning former opinions, but had not secured
sufficient information to take decided positions on new lines.
It was not until 1865 that Parkman made the publication
of the first of his series of histories of the early French
re~imc, which gave the American reading public its first rational outline of that period. There have been important additions of source material since then, notably the Margry
volumes, but there is still much in the archives of France and
Great Britain to which American students have not had access. And it may be added in this connection, that there is a
large quantity of material relating to our territorial period
in the archives at Washington which has never been published,
and knowledge of which is essential to a full understanding
of our early history.
With these facts in mind, it is not difficult to understand
how William Henry Harrison, who was unquestionably of an
inquiring mind, and who had better opportunities than any
man of his time in America for leaming what had happened
in the early history of this region, should have maintained
that it was impossible that the Iroquois should have brought
to the Illinois a military force suflicient to destroy the
establishment of LaSalle and seat his Indian allies. In fact
it is easy to understand how all the earlier writers, and many
of lhe present day, have been misled by the assumption that
the Indian occupation of Indiana was substantially the same
prior to 1700 that it was known to be between 1700 and 1800.
The fact that Indiana was entirely uninhabited for a number
of years prior to 1700, the original inhabitants having been
driven out by the Iroquois, has not bee11 realized, and its
significance has not been appreciated. I feel the more coufi-
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dPnt in this statement because I did not realize it myself until
within the last dozen years.
And yet documents which ought to have made this clear
had been accessible for half a century. For example, in the
New York "Colonial Do<'uments" (Vol. 4, p. 909) is the deed
by which the Iroquois ceded to the King of England all of the
Ohio Valley east of a line drawn from the Falls of the Ohio
at Jeffersonville, to the southern end of Lake Michigan, near
Chic:ago. And in this deed they recite that eighty years earlier
they subdued and drove out of this region all of the tribes
inhabiting it. It wa,s notorious that in the contest between
the English and French for the possession of the Ohio Valley,
the English claim was based on the Iroquois title. Moreover, the
.Te~uit Relations, which were accessible, showed that when the
French first came into touch with the western Indians, all of
the tribes that were later known as Indiana Indians, were
located far west of our bounds.
It was literally true, as stated by Lamothe-Cadillac, in 1695,
in l:is mention of the Miami Yillage on Lake Michigan, at the
mouth of the St. Joseph River, "to the south there is not any
village on account of the incursions of the Iroquois; but in
the depths of the north coast country and looking toward
the west there are many, as the Mascoutins, Piankeshaws,
Peorias, Kickapoos, Iowas, Sioux and Tintons."'
For this reason, Indiana was at that time unexplored territory. The fur traders and the missionai·ies had not penetrated it because there were no Indians here to barter with
or to convert. Indiana was simply an uninhabited and practically unknown wilderness, and most of the statements made
about its geography at that time were very misleading. For
example, take the statement of LaSalle, on which has been
based the assumption that he had been at the site of Fort
Wayne, and was familiar with the portage connection from
the Maumee to the Wabash.
This statement of LaSalle is the earliest European statement
indicating any knowledge of Northern Indiana, except as to
the portage route from the St. Joseph to the Kankakee by
South Bend. It occurs in a letter written by LaSalle from
Fol't Frontenac, on August 22, 1682, and begins thus: "Now
that I have found a route more convenient than that of the
J.
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lakes, which can not be used without very great hardships,
one has no longer any exc·use for talking about the Deaver
lands, as I will not approach them nearer than Lake E1·ie, in
which the navigation of my barques will terminate. The
river which you have seen marked on my map, on the south
side of the lake, and near its end, called by the Iroquois
Tiotontaraeton, is indeed the road to go to the river Ohio, or
Olighinsipou, which signifies in Iroquois and in Ottawa the
BPautiful River."
Thus far this seems a direct reference to the Fort Wayne
portage from the St. Mary's to Little river; for Tiotontaraeton
(01· Huron) was the froqnois name of the Maumee. Dut this
idea is dispelled by what follows, in these words: "The distance from one to the other being· considerable. the communication is rather difficult; but at a day's joumcy from its mouth
into Lake Erie, where it flows through beautiful prairies, in
gunshot of its banks, there is a little lake from which flows
a stream six or eight yards wide, more than six feet deep
where it leaves the lake, and which soon changes to a river by
the junction of a number of similar streams, which after a
course of more than a hundred leagues without rapids receives
another river which comes from the neighborhood of that of
th0 Miamis, and five or six other considerable streams, and
thell flowing more rapidly along the foot of a mountain, it
discharges into that of the Illinois two leagues below the village, and from there into the Mississippi. It is called the
Ouabauchi or Aramoni."~
It is absolutely certain that the Aramoni is the Vermillion
ri\'el' of Illinois, and this is a plain statement that this stream
heads near the Maumee, which is, of course, absurd. But
LaSalle did not make such statement without some reason,
and the obvious reason is that he had taken some Indian's
statement of a route from Lake Erie to Fort Crevecoeur, on
the Illinois, and had misunderstood the statement. It is certain that neither LaSalle nor any other Frenchman had been
over the route, or the description would have been more accurate; but interpreters were not very reliable in those days;
and the problem presented is what some Indian was driving
at. And first, is there a mute by which one could g-o across
Northern Indiana from th<' Maumee to the Illinois River in
2.
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a canoe or small boat"? There is; and its corresponds fairly
well with this description. By going up the St. Joseph's fork
of the Maumee to Fish Creek, and up it into Steuben County,
you come within easy portage to the chain of lakes in which
Pigeon River heads, and can easily follow it to the St. Joseph
of Lake Michigan, from whith you portage to the Kankakee
at South Bend, and so into the Illinois. This is commonly
done by adventurous fishermen at this day. And this is the
only possible route with the ·'little lake" within gunshot of a
tributary of the Maumee, with an outlet to the west.
But how does the Aramoni get into it"? Probably because
the Indian thought LaSalle wanted to know the shortest way
to get to the Wabash from Fort Crevecoeur, which would be
to go up the Aramoni and portage to the Big Vermillion of
the Wabash, which had the same name. Aramoni is the
Peoria form of the :Miami word Alarnoni, which means "paint"
in general, but especially what we call vermillion, and the
Frnnch called "Vermilion jaune", or red-yellow. Our names
of these streams are translations of the Indian names. These
portage routes were of much importance at that time, because
the Indians of this region had not yet acquired the abundance
of horses which supplied the means of transportation not
many years later. The French, however, relied on their bateaux and pirogues during theil' possession of the region, and
th8y placed very high value on the portage facilities pf Northern Indiana.
'J'he most satisfactory pl'esentation of the matter in the
French period is by the Count de Vergennes, the great minister of Louis XVI to whom we were chiefly indebted for French
aid in the Revolutionary War. Vergennes was deeply grieved
by- the surrender of Canada to the English and Louisiana to
the Spanish, and submitted in an extensive memoir a plan
for regaining French control of both. ln this he gives much
valuable information about the country that is not available
elsewhere, and which therefore I present in part here. The
first point regarding Indiana is in his description of the tributaries of the Ohio, wh8re he says:
"The Riviere Dlanche is on the north; it is about one hundred leagues in length, and has its source twenty-five leagues
southeast of Lake Erie." This is the river to which the Miami
ba11d under Dari! removed, under British influence, and which
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M. DeCeloron visited and urged to return to Kiskakon, at
the site of Fort Wayne. He locates it 30 leagues below the
Scioto, and 20 leagues above the Big Miami, and his description fixes the identity of the stream, for there is nothing that
will answer the description except the Little Miami. He proceeds:
"The Riviere a la Roche (i. e. the Big l\Iiami) empties on
the north side of the Ohio, and is about one hundred and
twelve leagues in length; it rises about sixty leagues south of
Lake Erie. This river is also the route by which the English
penetrate to the nations of the north, which is easy to understand for the following reasons:
"l. This river communicates, by means of a portage of
eight leagues with a branch of the river of the l\Iiamis (i. e.
Uw Maumee) which has its source sixty leagues from Lake
Erie, into which it empties.
"2. The Maumee communicates, by means of a portage
of three leagues to the south, with the Wabash, and by means
of a t.hil'd of twelve leagues to the north, with the river St.
Joseph, which empties, after eighty leagues course, into the
south end of Lake Michigan.
":3. The Miamis, who are located above the Big Miami,3
extend their establishments from their river to the mouth of
the St. Joseph, in Lake Michigan; and the English pay an
annual tribute to these Indians for free passage through their
country."
In other words, the English were crossing northern Indiana
by the l\Iaumee and the St. Joseph as LaSalle had proposed
to do eighty years earlier. Vergennes continues: "The Wabash is about two hundred and twenty leagues long, and empties on the north side of the Ohio; it has two forks, lying between the river St. Joseph and the Maumee; the one seventy
leagues southeast of Lake Michigan-(i. e. the Tippecanoe)
an<l the other fifty leagues south of Lake Erie. It communicaks by the first with the river St. Joseph, by means of a
portage of six leagues and by the second with the Maumee,
by means of a portage of three leagues, as I have explained
above."
The portage connecting the Tippecanoe and St. Joseph was
from Lake Maxinkuckee to Yellow River, which is a tributary
:J.
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of the Kankakee; and therefore reqnil'ed a second portage ai
South Bend. As to the location of our Indian tribes, Verg<'nnes says: "The Potawatomis are in two divisions; the
first is located at the south of Lake Michigan, at the mouth of
the St. Joseph, and the second at Detroit.
"The Illinois nations, which came originally from the country to the northwest of the Mississippi, form eight different
tribes, which are: the Illinois, the Miamis, the Peorias, the
Tamarnas, ihe Cahokias, the Kaskaskias, the Michigamias,
and the Piankeshaws.
''The Piankeshavvs are established on the Wabash, near Fort
Vincennes, and sixty leagues above its junction with the Ohio.
"The Miamis, who were established in 1671 on the Illinois
river, and who went from there to ihe Chicago river and Lake
Miehigan, have today three divisions. The Miamis of the
first division are located on the St. Joseph river towards its
mouth into Lake Erie.
·'The Miamis of the second division arc located to the south
of Lake Erie, on the river which bears their name; the French
had a fort there.
"Those of the third division are the Ouiaianons, located on
. the Wabash eighty leagues above the Piankeshaws, or Fort
Vincennes, and about twenty-four leagues below its sources
(i. c. the union of the Tippecanoe with the Wabash) where the
French had a second fort on this river."
The portage routes mentioned by Vergennas were only the
l)rincipal ones, and those used by European traders in their
travels but there were many others that were used by the
Indians, for in northern Indiana before the era of ditches
and drains it was possible to go almost anywhere in a canoe
or small boat, in wet weather. Let me c-all your attention to
the description of the condition by one of the best informed
of early American writers.
In Brown's Western Gazetteer, or Emigl'(wt'.<1 Direrlory,
1817 is found a description relating. to 'portages' whic-h I want
to insert at this point:
"All the streams in the northern parts of the state, which empty
into the Wabash and Illinois, have their branches interwoven with many
of the rivers running into lakes Erie and Michigan. Indeed, as before
observed, they not unfrequently issue from the same marnh, prairie,
pond, or Jake. There a1·e upwards of twenty porh1ges rear the Michigan
frontier, only two of which have hitherto been used by the whites. The
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fil'"t of the.,e is hctwcen th( St. ;\Iarys :111,t the Littll' river branch of
the Wabash, and j,: nine mill's long. The road which is good in dry
seasons, leaves th<' St. i\Iarys 11ear For\ Wayne, wht'l'I' teams arc kept
for the lran,;portation of boat - and merchandize. ll was by this route
that the French, while in po,.,ession of ( ':mada, pas~<'ll from the lakes
to their po,ts on th<> Wabash. F1·om the levelness of the intervening
country, a canal coulcl be c>a~ily openecl, uniting the two streams. The
second is the short portage betwt•en the Chi!'ago and tlw Kickapoo branch
of the rllinois, n ,ndrrcd impol'tant by tht• inuncbtions, which at crrtain
seasons cover the intermcdiat<· pi-airic, from whkh tlw two opposite
streams flow. Uy this means nature has hcr:-elf opened a navig-able
communiC'ation b<•twecn the Gn·at LakPs and the :\lissi~:-ippi; and it
is a fact, however, difficult it may be of belief to many, that boats not
unfrcqucntly pass from Lakr Michig-an into the Illinois, and in some
instances without bcmg ,-;ubjcrlcd to the IH'C<'s:-ity of havinJ? their lading
taken out. I have never bern on tlu,. portage, and therefore cannot
speak from personal knowlcdgv, yet th<• fact has n·ached me through
so many authentic channels, that I lrnv1· no doubt of its truth. Gen_
P. B. Porter, whose geographirnl knowlPdg<' of the <•ountrics bordel'ing
the lake:-, is exn•lled by that of no 1,:cntleman in thP western country,
has l!iven his corroborative tf'~limony in his speech on internal navigation delivered on the floo1· of congre:-s in 1810. Lieutl-nanl Hamilton of
the United States army, a nwl'itorious ollker, who,-r services have not
been adequately requited, informed a fri1·1Hl of mirw living af l>ctroit,
that he had pa~:-ed with a laden hunt, and met with no oh.,tni.ction:- on the
portag1•, except from the gra,,, throul,!'h which, ho\\ 1·vc1·, the m<•n ca,-ily
fon·ed the boat. nut, in ordc•r to multiply proof arnl n•move evt•ry doubt,
I consulted the Tlon. N. Pope, thr Tcrrilol'iul flelega(r in cong-rrss from
Illinois, who in ans,,·er to m~· Pnquirirs i;tate<h that "at high wah'r boats
pass out of Lakf! ;\Jichigan into the Illinoi:- river, an,I so 1·i,·1 l'f',·,w,
without landinl,!'. A canal uniting them is deemed practicable at a small
cxpcns<•," etc. Whrn on tlw uppc•r Jakrs, I frrquently met with voyagem·s
who had assisted in navigating hoats across this portag-e.
"This moras, i- not the only one po,-,cssino; two distinct outlets, I
huve my:oelf witne:-sed thi, phenomenon in fe,-eral instances; but never
where there wa,- water suflkirnt to float a laden boat. I.et us hear what
the justly celebratNI Volney ,,ays on thi:s interesting subject:
"During the V(>l'llal flood:<, the north branch of the Great Miami
mixe" its water, with the southcm branch of the .1/i,111d ,,f tf11, Lal.,•. The
canying place, or· porta91. of a lcal!U<', whirh separates their heads, di:-·
appears beneath the flood, and we can pass in canops from the Ohio to
Lake Eric, as I myself witm•Hscd in 17%.
"At Loremicr's Fort, 01· slor<', Ml !'astern branch of the Wabash
sen-cs as a simple canal to l'Onnect the two :\Iiami,;' and thr same
\\'abash, by a northrrn brant·h, communicate,;, abO\'" Fort Wayn<', in
thr time of inundation, with tlw i\liami o( Lake Eri<•.
"In the wintN of 17!!2-:1, two boat:- (/11To_g111•.~) were detacht•d from
Jletroit, by a nwrcantile hou:ae, from whom I rcc<'i\'1•d the in forn!ation,
whiC'h passed, without internrption, from· thc Huron ri\"C'J', whirh t'nter:-

Lake Erie, into Grand flil'('r, which falls into Lake Michigan, by means
of the r ise at the heads of the two ,-treams.
"The Muskingum, which flows into the Ohio, communicates, at ils
i,;ources, throug·h some ;;mall lakes, wilh the Cayahoga, belonging to
Lake Erie.
"There is a portage of four mile,- between th{· St..Joseph's of Lake
:Michigan, and the Tlwakaki; of two miles bl·tween the Theakaki and
the Great K1•nnomic; of half a mile between lhl' Great and Little Kennomic; of foul' mile" b0tween the Clwmin and LiUle Kennomic; and of
three miles the west fork of Chicag-o and Plcin; besides numc1·ous om•s,
b<•tween the head branches of the St. Jo,-ephs; Illack, Hai,-in and Eel
rivers, whirh vary in len).:"th according to tlw drynes:; or moisture of
the season. There is a short portage betwct•n the St. M urys and tlw
main branch of the Wabash, ove1· which, in limes of inundation, the
Indians pasi-; with their light perogues."'

This condition was well understood by American statesmen
in 1787, for some of them had been interested in the companies
that traded with the western India11s, and others had been
in touch with ad\'enturous men who had dsited these regions;
while still others were familiar with all the French and British
literature extant concerning this western country. We may
therefore be sure that our forefathers knew what they were
doing when they wrote in the Ordinantc of 1787 the provision: "The navigable wate1·s leading into the Mississippi
and St. Lawl'ence, and the carrying places between the same,
shall be common highways, and forever free, as well to the
inhabitants of the said tenitory as to the c-itizens of Uw
United States, and those of any other states that may be
admitted into the confederacy, without any tax, impost or
duty therefor."
There is no possible question as to what they meant by
these words, for the inclusion of "the can ying plates" shows
that they meant any stream that would float a ('anoe or a
batteau. Furthermore they included this provision in the
"articles of compact," which c·ould not be repealed except
by joint C'onsent of the people of the new territory and tlw
people of the Unitt'd State,s, and thest> articles of compac-t
were inc:luded in the constitution of Indiana befo1·e the State
was admitted into the Union. This p1·0,·ision was sacredly
observed throughout our early history, and e\'C'ry stream in
Indiana that was navigable at any time of year, was surveyed
in the national land surveys, and resNwd from sale. A 11
I.
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suC"h streams were dec:larecl navigable by the early laws of
Indiana, and were dec:lared highways, which lhe local authorities were enjoined to keep in passable eondition, just the
same as the roads.
In this Stale this far-reaching provision has been obscured
by absurd decisions of our Supreme Court which change the
original meaning of this p1·ovision: but fortunately om· Supreme Court is powerless to make thi.c; change without the consent of the United States, which has been
uniformly refu::-;ed. In our neighbor State of Illinois this
provision made possible the construttion of the Chicago Drainage Canal, which is the first step in the Lakes-to-Gulf waterway; and even in Indiana it has been invoked to save the
retlaimed swamp lands of the Kankakee from land grabbers.
I venture the prediction that it will yet have a still more important effect in Indiana, in restoring to the public the full
title to the beds of these streams; that when we get over our
cement road craze the gnrrel in these streams will be found
an invaluable public asset for road making; and that a number
of these streams will be made aetually navigable fol' commercial purposes-that in the final developnwnt of the wate1·ways of the :\I issisippi Valley, \\'hite RiYer will be actually
navigated, and Indianapolis will have direct water communication with the Gulf of Mexico.
But, to return from prophecy to history, these connecting
lakes and \\'abash streams had an important effect on early
Indinna trade. The fact that Pm;t Ouiatanon had a larger
annual trade in furs than Vincennes was not due to ihe l'esidcnce of Indians in its immediate vicinity, but to the fact
that these streams ga\'e ready communication to Post Ouiatanon to many Indians who were located many miles away
from it; and made it their most accessible "corner grocery."
Furthermol'e, in the era of canal-building this region was
given special consideration; and in fact northern Indiana is
far more fa\·orable for canal construction than thP s0uthern
portion of the state, in which futile efforts at canal communication were made. Ninety years ago surveys were made in
northern Indiana for a canal connecting Lake Erie and Lake
Michigan by the original LaSalle route; and for a canal connecting Lake Michigan with the Wabash on the lines of the
St..Joseph, Kankakee and Tippecanoe rivers. The canal from

Fort Wayne to Niles, l\Iichigan, was estimated at 177 miles,
with total changes of elevation, up and down, of !'i53 feet,
and a total cost of $1,850,000. The canal from Lake Michigan
to the Wabash was twenty miles shorter, and with only 298
feet of changes of elevation; but was estimated to cost $35,000
more than the other. The engineers, however recommended
that it be not undertaken, as a north and south canal could
not be a paying investment.
So much for the past; but for the future no man can tell
what this physical condition may mean to northem Indiana .
I think it unquestionable a canal across the state from Lake
l\fichi_g an to Lake Erie is perfectly feasible- possibly not a
ship canal, but certainly a barge canal. I think our Indiana
experience with canals has demonstrated that our mistake
was in· not using the natural channels of streams as far as
possible. i\lodern improvements in dredging and sand pumping have given an entirely new aspect to the improvement of
navigation. It "vould be quite practicable, for example, to
connect the Illinois and St. Joseph by way of the Kankakee.
We, presumably, shall not live to see such achievements; but
future generations may not only realize, but also surpass the
dreams of a century ago.
l\Irs. Vayhinger: I suppose there is no city in northern
Indiana that has more historical interest than the one about
which we are going to hear next. We are Lo have the pleasure
of listening to l\fr. D. J. Griswold, who has written a history
of Fort Wayne.
A CENTURY OF FORT WAYNE
B. J. Griswold, Fort Wayne

It was a small boy in the physiology class who said that
"skeletons are a lot of bones with the people scraped off,"
and, i11 like manner, I feel that in trying to tell the thrilling
story of Fort Wayne in twenty minutes, I shall be able to
give you only a lot of dry bones of facts with all the romance
and vitality "scraped off."
The city of Fort Wayne, the second in population and commerce in the State of Indiana, is situated at the confluence of
two historically interesting rivers, the St. Joseph, which rises
in l\fo.:higan and flows southwesterly across a corner of Ohio,
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mto Indiana, and the St. Ma1J 's, which has its source in Ohio,
and flows northwesterly, joining with the St. joseph to form
the Maumee which, in tum, flows no1'theasterly and empties
into Lake Erie.
If we are to give attention to the map of the city of Fort
Wayne, we find that the St. Joseph enters at the northeast and
the St. Mary's at the southwest, their junction point being a
little to the northeast of the geographic center of the city.
Here was located the Miami village of Kiskakon or Ke-kiun-gi-here was fought the engagement between General
Josiah Harmar and Little Turtle, and here President Washington directed the crettion of the rude fort which marked
the end of the Indian wars and about which has grown up
the modern city.
It would be a waste of time to devote attention to debatable
questions, such, for instance as to whether or not LaSalle,
in one or several of his voyages to the southwest traversed
the- waters of the Maumee and the Wabash and the famous
portage which connects the two, with its northerly end at the
site of Fort Wayne.
And so, let us center attention upon the first man who is
positively identified with the story, and upon a definite year
frr,m which to start our century of narrative.
In the year 1719, Jean Baptiste Bissot, Sieur de Vincennes,
died in the l\Iiami village on the site of Fort Wayne. Reappointed to the service of commandant among the Miamis
in 1706, it is believed that he had established the post on the
Fort Wayne site possibly as early as 1697. It is certain, as
undisputed documentary evidence shows, that he died in the
Miami village in 1719, at a time when he had succeeded in
securing the consent of the Miamis to remove to a point on
the St. Joseph river, probably the site of the present South
Bend, there to be beyond the sphere of influence of the English
who were penetrating to the westward and beginning their
work of destroying the morale of the savage which finally,
in 1760, resulted in the complete overth1·ow of the F rench on
the North Amer ican continent. The death of Bissot was a
severe blow to the French, a condition revealed immediately
when the savages declined to carry out their agreement under
a new leader, Siem· Dubuisson.
Upon the death of Bissot, the title of Siem· de Vincennes
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descended to his nephew, Francois Margane, who, in 1719 or
1720, had established Post Ouiatanon, on the Wabash near
the present city of Lafayette. Margane, summoned to the
site of Fort Wayne, appears either to have abandoned the plan
to remove the Miamis to the westward or to have met with
the same refusal which attended the efforts of Dubuisson.
But we do know that he was eminently successful in handling
the affairs of the French as they concerned the savages, as
his services, for a considerable time previous to his removal
to the south, were in demand by the French leaders in Louisiana, which consisted of that portion of French-America south
of an east-and-west line touching the Wabash at the site of
the present Terre Haute, while the region to the north bore
the name of Canada.
We are told by J.P. Dunn that Margane Vincennes responded to the appeal to establish a post on the lower Wabash
doubtless in the year 1731, and while the name Vincennes was
not attached to the post until several years after its establishment, it has continued down to the present day, giving Vincennes the honor of being the oldest permanent settlement
in the State of Indiana, while the site of Fort Wayne far
antedates it as an historic spot.
A series of events emphasizing the growing antagonism
between the French and the English characterized the succeeding years, inte1-rupted, in 1747, by the uprising of the
savages under Chief Sanosket, or Nicolas, the Huron, designed
apparently to rid the west of all the representatives of the
white race.
At that time, Ensign Douville was in command of the post
on the St. Mary's river, within the borders of the present city
of Fort Wayne. The savages attacked the post, captured the
members of the garrison and then, without putting any of the
captives to death, fled almost to a man, to the English settlement of Pickawillany on the Great Miami, near the site of
the present city of Piqua, Ohio. Here, dominated by Chief
LaDemoiselle, commonly called "Old Britain," the savages were
found, loyal to the English, when Bienville de Celeron made
hi.:, notable voyage to the west two years later to proclaim
the eternal ownership of the lands by France. Celeron, accompanied by a troop of two hundred French soldiers and a
large band of Indians, departed from Lake Erie, passing up
7-237U
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the stream which forms the ouilet of Lake Chautauqua in
New York, portaging across to the Allegheny river, thence
into the Ohio to the mouth of the Great Miami, to Pickawillany. Enroute, he planted leaden tablets at the mouths of
rivers flowing into the Ohio, proclaiming the lands as a permanent part of the French domain in America.
Arriving at the village of LaDemoiselle (Pickawillany),
Celeron received the promise of the Indians to return to
Kiskakon, or Ke-ki-un-gi, "where repose the bones of your
fathers and those of M. de Vincennes [Bissot] whom you loved
so much and who always governed you in such a way that
affairs went well." But, when Celeron burned his canoes and
proceeded overland to the site of Fort Wayne where he arrived
shortly, he was convinced of the falsity of the promise of
LaDemoiselle and the recreant savages who had fled from
Ke-ki-un-gi, to join him. From the J0111·nal of Father Jean
de Bonnecamps, a member of the faculty of the Jesuit college
at Monfreal, who accompanied the expedition, we have this
description of the post on the St. Mary's at Fort Wayne in
1749, nearly a half century before the coming of Wayne.
"The fort of the Miamis was in a very bad condition when
we reached it. l\fost of the palisades were decayed and fallen
into ruin. There were eight small houses, or, to speak more
correctly, eight miserable huts which only the desire of making
money could render endurable. The French there number
twenty-two; all of them, including the commandant, have the
fever. Monsieur Raimond [the commandant] did not approve
the situation of the fo1't and maintained that it should be
placed on the bank of the St. Joseph, a scant league from the
present site, but the hindrances of our departure prevented
me from going hither. All I could do was to trace the plan
for his new fo1t. The latitude of the old one is 41 degrees,
29 minutes."
The expedition proceeded to Detroit, passing down the Maumee river.
In the following spring, 1750, Raimond built his new fort
on the left bank of the St. Joseph, at a point now designated
as the meeting place of St. Joe boulevard and Delaware avenue
in a residental part of the city of Fort Wayne; on this spot,
in the summer of 1922, the Mary Pemose Wayne chapter of
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the Daughters of the American Revolution erected a substantial marker and tablet.
Now began in earnest the real troubles of the French commandant. Writing to his superiors, he said:
"My people are leaving me for Detroit. Nobody wants to
stay here and have his throat cut! All of the tribes who go
to the English at Pickawillany come back loaded with gifts.
I am too weak to meet the danger. Instead of twenty men I
need five hundred. We have made peace with the English;
yet they try continually to make war on us by means of the
Indians. They intend to be master of this upper country.
The tribes here are leagued to kill all the F1·ench, that they
may have nobody on their lands but their English brothers.
This I am told by Chief Coldfoot, a great Miami chief, whom
I think an honest man if there be such a thing among the
Indians. If the English stay in this country we are lost. We
must attack and drive them out." 1
The events of the ten following years are merely a series
of clashes between the contending nations, resulting in the
French and Indian war, which, at its close in 1760, found the
entire vast domain of France in America lost forever. In
November, 1760, Post Miami on the St. Joseph was quietly
surrendered to Major Robert Rogers, who placed the command of the post in the hands of Ensign Richard Holmes,
whose tragic death three years later forms one of the most
romantic yet shocking tales of that interesting period.
The English, now in full control of the situation, withdrew
from granting the lavish favors and gifts to the savages which
had prevailed while France and England were striving for
the favor of the red men. The disappointment which this
situation produced provided the real incentive for the plan
of Pontiac to overthro'I'\' the power of the whites. The great
Ottawa chief, with his camp on the Maumee, kept his great
plans a secret, even though Holmes writing from his lonely
post on the St. Joseph, told of finding a war belt among "these
Indians who are the Principal Ones of Setting Mischief on
Foot." He added, "This Affair is Very Timely Stopt."
To tell the story of the manner in which the Indian sweetheart of Holmes, luring him from the post on the pretext of
L
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serving a squaw stricken with illness, while hidden savages
shot him from ambush, would be to repeat a fale which is
familiar to all students of this thrilling period. While several
members of the post were put to death, others escaped and
made their way to Detroit, where their testimony is a matter
of record in the old archives. Thus, the post had been wrestecl
from the English after less than three years of occupancy.
We will not stop to tell the story of Captain Robert Morris,
sent from Deiriot to the Miami village, to placate the savages
and who was tied to the stake and threatened with a horrible
death until released by Chief Pecanne, nor describe the momentous voyage of Colonel George Croghan to the site of Fort
Wa;nc tanying a message of peace; but try to cover, in a
word, the stretch of seventeen years, during which time the
colonies threw off the English yoke and the Miami village
about the post on the St. Joseph became the hotbed of antiAmerican hostility.
For, in the meantime, a large English-French-Indian village
had grown up, occupied by traders who came from Detriot
and carried on an extensive business between Vincennes and
Detroit by way of the Wabash and the Maumee. The journal
of Henry Hay/ recently discovered, and now in the Detroit
Public Library, reveals the every-day life of the people of this
most interesting village, and fortunate it is that we have this
intimate record, for it was wiped out of existence in the
Harmar campaign as completely as Pompeii and Herculaneum.
Of its size we have an idea, when we read in Harmar's official
report of his battle that he destroyed a large number of permanent houses, although the village had been burned before
his arrival.
However, before the coming of Harmar, several interesting
events took place, chief of which, I believe is the action of
George Washington, who, in Februa1·y, 1785, [December 14,
1784] before assuming the presidency, w1·ote to his friend,
Richard Henry Lee, member of the Continental congress these
significant words:
"Would it not be worth of the wisdom and the attention of
congress to have the western waters well explored, the navigation of them fully ascertained and accurately laid down, and
a complete and perfect map of the country, at least as far
2. The H en ry Hay Jo,u-nal, ol'ig ina lly publis hed b y the Wiscons in St.ate Histo,·icnl
Society, W M i·epl'inted by th e Indiana Hislol'ica l Socicly in 1!120 : Vol. Vl, No , 7.

101
westerly as the Miamis running into the Ohio [the Great
Miami] and Lake Erie [the Maumee] and see how the waters
of these communicate with the river St. Joseph [which empties
into Lake Michigan], fo1· I cannot forbear observ'ing that the
Af,ia-mi village points to an impo,r tant post for the Union.

The expense attending such an undertaking could not be great;
the advantage would be unbounded, for I am sure Nature has
made such a display of her bounties in those regions that the
more the country is explored the more it will rise in estimation; consequently the greater will be the revenue to the Union.
The spirit of emigration is great. People have got impatient
and, though you cannot stop the road, it is yet in your power
to mark the way; a little while and you will not be able to
do either. It is easier to prevent than to remedy an evil."3
In so expressing himself, Washington had in view the plan
to "mark the way" by a series of forts extending from the
present Cincinnati (Fort Washington) to the Mi~mi village
on the site of Fort Wayne, and as soon as he assumed the
presidency, though weighed down by many other problems,
he appears to have considered this one of uppermost importance. Shortly after the organization of the Northwest Territory in 1787 with General Arthur St. Clair as its governor,
Washington entered upon his conquest of the west. We cannot go into the details of the th1·ee main campaigns and several
lesser ones required to bring a realization of Washington's
vision of a conquered west.
The first of these, conducted by General Josiah Harmar,
chosen by St. Clair, carried the ill-conditioned, poorly-equipped
army of Harmar to the Miami village where, after the ambuscade of Colonel John Hardin's troops at Heller's Corners
and the destruction of several of the strongholds of the savages, a large detachment of Harmar's army met a disastrous
defeat on the site of the city of Fort Wayne on October 22,
1790. To detail the movements of the men under Majors
Hall, Wyllys, Fontaine and McMullen, and the retreat of the
disheartened army to Fort Washington, and the anguish of
the president would consume the time needed to tell of the
glorious victory of Mad Anthony Wayne against the same
savages.
Before the second campaign, led by General St. Clair, WashS. G,-is wold's llistory of i•ort Wa,ynr an<l ,lllcn County, v. 82 ; co1>ied from Jared
Sparks' 1Vriti1111, of Wa$liin(IOOn, Vol. IX, J>. SO.
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ington summoned him for a conference and cautioned him
against a surprise by the savages. As we know, the disaster
which overtook St. Clair, who was well on his way to the
confluence of the St. Mary's and the St. Joseph, to erect the
fort which was the main object of the campaign, the ground
on which his army camped on the night of November 3,
1791-the site of the town of Fort Recovery, Ohio, became
"the bloodiest battlefield in all western history."
'
Then came Wayne.
Washington chose "Mad Anthony" because of his special
fitness, against the advice of many of his friends of the Revolution. Wayne's army, made up la1·gely of men from the
work-houses and prisons of New York and Boston, was developed into one of the most perfectly disciplined bodies of
troops ever trained on American soil.
And here, may I ask your serious attention to what I consider a poorly appreciated fact of American history. If Mad
Anthony Wayne had lost the engagement which we know as
the battle of Fallen Timber, does it not stand to reason that
this entire western region would have been lost to the United
States forever ?-that there might today be merely a narrow
strip of states bordering our Atlantic coast, if, indeed, all
were not lost again to England? Let us stop to consider the
situation: Following the Revolution, the farmers, tradesmen
and artisans who were engaged in that conflict, longed to return to their homes and their occupations. It was with difficulty that an army was rnised for the Harmar campaign ;
death and disaster overcame those hundreds of brave patriots.
With still greater difficulty was the army of St. Clair brought
into existence; more disastrous than before was the encounter
of this army with the murderous savages. When Wayne came
upon the scene and held his men for training at Fort Washington (Cincinnati) the British built two forts on American soil,
oue on the Maumee, almost within sight of the battlefield, and
another on a small island at the mouth of the Maumee. And
why? Is it not plain that the British, in case of the failure
of the engagement between Wayne and the savages to whom
they had provided their arms and ammunition, planned to
construct a line of forts up the Maumee and down the Wabash,
ihe Great Miami and the Ohio rivers, forever defying the
crippled states, just emerging from ihe war, to spread to the
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west? Think it over, you who desire to do justice to the
name of one of the greatest Americans.
I shall not tell of the advance of that brave army, of its
encounter with the savages at the site of St. Clair's battle;
of the building of the line of forts almost to the scene of the
battlefield just outside the limits of the p1·esent Toledo, Ohio;
of the complete rout and demoralization of the savages and
their allies. It is sufficient to say that after the decisive blow
to the savages and the exchange of hot diplomatic notes between Wayne and Major Campbell, commandant of the British posts, the victorious army proceeded up the banks of the
Maumee to the scene of the Harmar disaster, four years before, and there, on October 22, 1794, dedicated the rude stockade, named by Major John F. Hamtramck, "Fort Wayne."
Wayne, following the signing of the important treaty of
Greenville, in the following year, was given a glorious ovation
on his return to the east. Washington directed him to Detroit
to take over the fort there which the British had declined to
surrender at the close of the revolution. He suffered a fatal
attack of gout while on shipboard between Detroit and Erie,
where his death occurred.
It would be interesting to speak of the experiences of the
commandants who succeeded Hamtramck whom Washington
left in charge-of Major Thomas Pasteur, Colonel Thomas
Hunt (who rebuilt the fort on a new location-now Old Fort
park), Major Zebulon Pike (father of Zebulon M. Pike, discoverer of Pike's peak), Major John Whipple, Major Henry
Burbeck, Captain Nathan Heald (who commanded Fort Dearborn at the time of the massacre), Captain James Rhea (who
commanded Fort Wayne during the siege of 1812), Major
Joseph Jenkinson (grandfather of the late Miss Emma
Jenkinson of Fort Wayne), Major John Whistler (father of
James MacNeill Whistler, the artist, whose father, Geo1·ge
Washington Whistler, was born in the old fort), and Major
· Josiah N. Vose, the commandant at the time of the evacuation
in 1819-but I will come directly to the closing chapter of
the story, the siege of 1812.
The west was in a turmoil. The battle of Tippecanoe, near
the present city of Lafayette, had revealed the state of mind
of the savages and made them fixed allies of the British when
the War of 1812 brought the United States again into con-
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flict with the mother country. On the very day after the
massacre at Fort Dearborn, which cost the life of one of the
most illustrious figures in all western history, William Wells,
the post at Detroit, under command of General William Hull
was surrendered to the British without the firing of a single
shot. Thus was our little fort at the confluence of the St.
Joseph and St. Mary's left without support. Shortly the savages closed in and kept the ganjson under siege for two weeks.
In the meantime, General William Henry Harrison, while proceeding northward from Kentucky for the purpose of relieving the post at Detriot, learned of its surrender and of the
precarious situation of the troops at Fort Wayne. Changing
his plans, he brought his army to the beleaguered garrison and
drove off the savages, remaining long enough to restore order
and turn the command of his troops into the hands of General
James Winchester.
About the little fort grew the little village which has developed into the city of Fort Wayne whose citizens, having enjoyed the spectacle of its rise to the proud place of "Indiana's
second city," will always seek to fulfill the hopes of General
Washington that it become "an ever-growing, important post
for the Union."
Mrs. Vayhinger: I am very happy to introduce Mr.
George R. Fox, of Three Oaks, Michigan, who will speak on
"The Educational Museum."
THE EDUCATIONAL MUSEUM
Geo. U. Fox, Director of the Edward K. Warren Foundation,
Three Oaks, Michigan
In a final analysis there is no museum that is not educational. Among those who manage museums, curators or directors,
practically all stress this side of the museum.
There is one main purpose of a museum: To gather and
preserve things. Then what? After you have your collections, what are you going to do with them? Either they must
be used for amusement, the pleasure that visitors get from
looking at them, or along some line that fundamentally is
educational. And museums are doing this. We hear that
people are not interested in historical matters; that they do
not join our societies. In a measure this is true. But they are
interested in and are using our historical museums.
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Looking over this audience, it is seen that the average age
of those present would be above fifty years. Why is it that
only older people appear interested in historical affairs?
Where are the younger folk? They are coming to our museums and are being trained through their interest in the
exhibits, by those in charge, to enjoy h,istory and to become
future members of historical societies.
And in the process we educate them as well. Often a single
article properly displayed can tell more of the history of a
region and the lives of its people than a large book.
If the State of Indiana should found a great historical museum, what should it collect? There are many things in this
state closely connected with our national history. These should
be in a national depository. As an example, if there were
things here that George Washington used, these would really
belong to the nation. On the other hand there are other
things that properly belong in a county or local museum. Each
locality might find an interest and value in the things used
by its first pioneer, or in its first church or school, for each
region has its "first." The state at large is not particularly
interested in these; let each county care for its own.
The state would be interested in matters concerning its
early history; and there al'e other things that could very
properly be added to a state museum. Everything that belongs
to the state at large would fit in here.
Quite properly the state historical museum could have on
exhibition, specimens illustrating the geology, the zoology and
botany of Indiana. Archeological material also belongs in
such a collection. The former is really a part of the history
of the state over the latter articles, as well as pioneer and
early settler exhibits, there can be no dispute as to their being
very properly "historical." Also, how about a comme1·cial
exhibit illustrating present day business and manufacturing,
and in the future those that will come? Are not these making
history today? What about "history" our descendants will
say five hund1·ed years from now'? Would they not be proud
of and interested in the first automobile built in Indiana, or
the first airship?
Another feature in regard to museums: How judge the
value of articles? Some things are appreciated after but a
single glance; others may seem valueless. But no actual stand-
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ard nm be set up. This is one of the things that must be
judged by a curator who knows sonwthing of his business.
Th1·ee Oaks, Michigan, is a town of 1362 inhabitants. It
has a historical society of !312 members. What has a society
to do with the museum'? Our society was organized after the
museum was established to do things the museum could not
and to assist in gathering collections and in other ways.
It fakes money to gather collections. Articles for exhibition
cost so much. Yes, it does take some money to keep a museum
going if a paid c-urator is employed; the curator must live.
Dut not for the relics. We often hear it stated that collections c-annot be secured without paying for them. For the
average, small, local museum and cv ,'n for a state museum,
this does not hold. In our museum in Three Oaks where we
have over 30,000 exhibits, we do not and never have, purehased
articles for display.
DISCUSSION

(l\Tany questions were asked Mr. Fox, but a few of which
are here included.)
Question:

How is the best way to handle a museum'?

Answer: Anything that is worth having is worth paying
for. If you are to have a good museum, place it in the care
of :-;omeone who knows and loYes the work. If you are going
to pay $300 or $500 a year, you will get a caretaker or a
janitor; you cannot expect to get a museum worker for any
such amount. And for your museum you will have to have
a building. Get this: no matter how small, time will see
that it grows as you expand. Keeping a record of historical relics is most important. In om· museum we use a double
entry system. We have a main accession book, each line
numbered consecutively in which each article is entered as it
comes in and the number indelibly placed on it. In a second
book, "The Donor's Book" we enter the donor's name and
under it every article he presents and the number. We can
find any article almost at once.
Question:

lJ ow often do you change your exhibits'?

Answer: In a town the size of ours it does not pay to
change frequently. Bui if the museum is in a larger city, it
is worth while. If any of you ever are in ~iadiMn, Wisconsin,
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go and sec the finest historical museum in the t:ountry in
charge of l\1r. Chas. Brown. Ile has special exhibits every
week or every month and these draw many visitors. He
probably has between 150,000 and 200,000 a year. In our
town we have around 2,000 or 2,500.
Question :

What use do you make of your lecture room"?

Answer: We use that for meetings of the historieal society, for scientific gatherings or other programs. It also will
accomodatc school childrt'n for special talks on historical m·
natural history subjects, illustrated by slides or othl rwise.
As director of the Foundation, it occasionally is my duty to
talk to school children and exhibit pioneer articles. We also
ha\'e lantern slides for loans and a collection of 60,000 pictures. These are from old magazines, books and the like, are
cut out and mounted on standard size cards and elassified.
They are available to a11y school which wishes to borrow them.
Our museum is open twice each week, but I am on duty all
the time and find plenty to do. In fact it is only on open
days that I feel I get a little rest. Our museum is absolutely
free to every one. Part of my work consists in making collection trips through the country. A curator of a historical
museum can properly spend more time in the field collecting
than he docs in the museum.
1

l\Jrs. Vayhing-er: It is my prh·ilegc to turn the meeting
over to Professor Harlow Lindley, who will close the session.
Professor Lindler: On behalf of the program committee
I want to express our thanks to those who hm·e conti·ibuted
in various ways to the suecess of the program. We have had
no disappointments. We have had instruction and we han•
had entertainment. I am sure W<' all feel that this ha:,; provt'd
to us who are interested from various angles and from variou:-;
districts in the state, that this can be made a sort of training
school. I hope next year the committee can see its way to
provide one session that will be an old-fashioned cxperiencP
nweting. 1 know you come wanting to know what other peoplc
arc doing and ihose people arc anxious to know what you
arc. doing. \Ve have learned the possibilities of museums
whkh we did not know before. With thb intei·change of
thought much good can be accomplished. Enthusiasm is con-
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tagious and it is good to come to a meeting of this kind and
get enthusiasm, but the important thing is to carry that enthusiasm back home.
As we adjourn, I want us to remember particularly two
things stressed in this conference. One is, to create public
sentiment and public opinion in this state that shall demand
better housing for our state historical material. Each one
of us serves as a nucleus of public sentiment. As Dr. Shambaugh said, legislators want to do the thing people want them
to do, and I agree with him, but we have to let them know
what we want. Let me appeal to each one to put forth e\'ery
energy in working toward this one common end.
The second thing I wish to stress is the advice that Dr.
Shambaugh gaYe us, to be alh·e and keep alive. Carry this
5pirit, back into your home communities and local historical
societies.
While the attendance has not been as large as I had anticipated from the publicity carried on, this one thing has plesacd
me very much, we have had a representative audience, a
nutleus for work all over the state.
Adjourned 4 p. m.

SATURDAY EVENING-DECEMBER NINTH
Six-thirty o'clock
Riley Room, Claypool Hotel
ANNUAL DINNER
Society of Indiana Pioneers
Amos W. Dutler, President
Presiding
lnvoeation ............................. Rev. M. L. Haines
Hymn to Incliana ............................... Audience
GrC'etings ............. .' .......... Benjamin F. Shambaugh
Personal Reminiscences of Indiana Authors .. Hamlin Garland
Those Good Old Days ........................... Audience
(Community Singing led by Charles J. Buchanan)
Mr. Butler: This is the regular annual meeting and dinner
of the Society of Indiana Pioneers. I am proud of the representation and gratified at the attendance this evening.*
The Society of Indiana Pioneers was organized September
15, J 916. The requirements for membership are:
"Men and women over twenty-one years of age, one
or more of whose ancestors lived in Indiana in the year
1830 or earlier."
The object of the Society is:
"To honor the memory and the work of the pioneers
who opened Indiana to civilization."
By encouraging historical research, the interpretation
of anrl education in local history and efforts to sC'cure
the co-operation of historical agencies, with the purpose of bringing to all the people of Indiana information of the history of this wonderful state and a knowledge of the rich heritage that is ours, which we may
transmit with credit and a proper pride to our children,
and -;o on io the farthest generations.
• }tour hundn'tl s eventy-nine pcuon11 altcndcU t.he dlnnl'l".
(100)
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SO'.\IE ACCOMPLISH '.\IENTS

It originated and promoted the State History Confere11C'e;
contributed to the celebration of the centennial of the eity
of Indianapolis; inaugurated pilgrimages to places of historic
interest in Indiana; fostered the movement for the better
teaching of state and local history in our schools; encouraged
the movement for an arC"haeological survey in Indiana; cooperated in the proposals to mark sites of historical interest
in the state; promoted the preservation of historical and
family r<'cords.
ltf~PORT

()!,'

TIIE SECRETARY

:Mrs. W. W. Woollen
The attrac-li\'c 1'cC11' Book that has been mailed lo ea<'h member of the Soeicty, will 1wcessarily both limit and make the
SC<'retary's report something of a repetition.
The board of governors of the Society of Indiana Pioneers
during 1!)22 held ten meetings, at sewn of which the full board
was present. The board keeps before it always the object
of the Society, which is so well :;lated on the first page of the
Ycttr Book.
As important to development, the Society early in the year
was incorporated, the board acting upon the recommendation
of the committee, the appointment of which you directed last
De(·c>mber.
The p1·csident appointed impol'tant committees, all of whi<'h
have been most interestecl, h,we giyen much lime and done
exc client work. The board promoted the "Old Fashioned Supper", which, moderately stated, was a brilliant success. There
haYe been two pilgl'images, for both of which there was fine
enthusiasm. New Harmony gave us more than historic interest. The flarnr of its choite days still lingers about the
plate. A subtle something there stirs the imagination and
you walk and ialk with lhe old idealists and come away just
a little finer than when you went. That the suggestion for
a History Conference came from the Pioneer Society gives
us increasing satisfaction as its value grows.
Our nwmbership has been better distributed this yenr than
hel'etofo1·e. The nol'th part of the State has been slow to
show infrrcst in the pio1wcrs, but this year there arc among
our more than one hundred new members, some from South
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Bend. Pent, Loganspol't, Wabash and other plates north. Fort
\\'ayne with its "C'entury of History" has not, I think, a singh•
representative. We have had five resignations and lost sevPn
by death. The present membership is about four hundred
sixty. Our new members represent all the years from 180:l
to 1830 ex1:ept four. Our more than four hundred mig-ht bt•
thought lo represent only a few first settlers, but this is not
the fact. There are not four hundred roots but the one hundred this year represent more than sevmty new lines. In
many cases the member states with pride that the land entered or first purchased is still in the family or say that four
generations have li\'ed on this farm. In one case the house
built by the settler more than a hundred years ago has been
continuously occupied by a member of the family until now.
May this mean that Indiana in its settlers was unlike some
other Middle Border States where "nothing endures for mo1·C'
than a generation, where no family really takes root'!"
'l'he quality of our membership seems to keep up. As a
trilting incident in pioneering, one of thr1 families "spent a
winter on a flatboat below \\'heeling, frozen in the ice. When
the river opened they continued down the Ohio to the Wabash
River and cordelled up the Wabash to Fort Vintennes." In
anc<.'stors there has been about the averng·e of p1·eachers and
elders and class leaders, of members of the constitutional
convention and of the first legislature, as in other years.
Many helped to organize the first church in the cotmty or
township, built the first flour mill or woolen mill or tannery,
and, occasionally the first distillery. Before the first tannery
was built, it is said, "the settlers did their own tanning in a
wooden trough." One planted the first apple orchard on
Whitewater in 1806; two of these trees are still living and
bearing some fruit. Listen to this; those of you who ha,·e
tried to establish something from a chui·ch record: "He founded a Baptist Church in 1817, whose original minutes are still
in the custody of the ollicials."
To stir your interest in and warm your heart to the early
days, read i,,ympathetically )Ir. John C. Wright's reminiscences in the Year Book. The paragraph telling of the helpful, friendly feeling among neighbors is a pleasant picture to
carry in your mind. Perhaps then• were 1:omiwnsations for
the hardships.

112
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COMMEMORATION

l\1rs. John N. Carey
The Committee 011 Commemoration of the Society of Indiana
Pioneers met in the Public Libral'y, November 29, 1922, at
four o'tlock.
There were present: Mrs. William A. Guthrie, Miss Eliza
G. Browning, Dr. 1\1. L. Haines, and l\Irs. John N. Cal'ey,
c·hairman.
The following recommendations were voted to be presented
as the report of our committee to the Society:
1. That the Society of Indiana Pioneers suggest to
the Jefferson County Historical Society that they mark
and preserve the extraordinary old stone building in
Lancaster, Jefferson County, erected for the Lutheran
College, founded in 1825. This college was the first
school to open its doors to all sexes and all colors.
The building was one of the impol'tant stations on
the underground railroad.
2. That the site of the church of Henry Ward Beecher
be marked. 'rhis church was in the northwest segment of the Circle, now occupied by the English Hotel,
in Indianapolis. We recommend that the matter be
taken up with the Second Pl'esbyterian Church, William E. English, and the Laskey Players who have
leas~d the English Hotel for ninety-nine years, and
invite their co-operation.
3. Thai the site of Isaac Wilson's cabin in what is
now the State House grounds be suitably marked, as
this was the home in which the first religious services
were held in Marion County. The Governor has grac·iously given his assurance that the Building and
Grounds Committee will allow a bronze tablet to be
placed on the State House grounds near the site. We
recommend that the Methodist Church so honor themselves by providing this tablet.
1. That the most important of all patriotic work now
is that of properly commemorating the life of the
Pioneer Mother. There has been no force more potent
in placing the United States of America in the exalted
place which sh<' now holds among nations ihan the in-
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fluencc of thC' Pioneer Mother. Numel'ous arc the monuments to Puritans, to soldiers, to sailors, and statesmen, but nothing stands to commemorate the heroic
courage, the unremitting toil and the self-sacrificing
work of the Pioneer Mothers of these heroes. We commend this work to the Indiana Pioneers.
:\lrs. John N. Carey, Chairman
Mrs. W. A. Guthrie
Miss Eliza G. Browning
Dr. M. L. Haines
John C. Shirk
Committee
The 1·eport was unanimously adoptecl and referred to the
Committee on Commemoration.
HEPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Dr. W. N. Wishard, chairman of the Nominating Committee,
p1·esented the• following report for officers for the ensuing
year:
President-Amos W. Butler
Vice-President-Charles N. Thompson
Trcasurer-W. H. Insley
Secretary-Mrs. W. W. Woollen
Rc gistrar-l\1iss Katherine ~f. Graydon
Signed:
Dr. Wm. N. Wishard, Chairman
Charles E. Rush
Mrs. E. C. Rumpler
l\1rs. John E. Hollett
Charles F. Remy
J. L. Bayard, Jr.
l\frs. Stanley Coulter
Upon motion, the report was unanimously adopted.
The president called the roll of the members, by years,
each membel' rising when the year was called in which his
ancestor located in Indiana.
1

Mr. Butler: There arc some birds that can sec further
and clearer than most other birds. Those are the hawks.
From high above they can scan the fields beneath. They cover
a wide range. They are seers. We have a sc•er hei·e tonight.
8

2378·1
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A seer is one who sees. We have a man who has seen further
than most of us have seen, who has looked into the future,
who has set the pace, who has made a pattern for the study
of state and local history in this nation. He is a seer. He
is a "Hawk-eye".
I take pleasure in presenting Dr. Benjamin F. Shambaugh,
whom we arc delighted to have with us.
DR. BENJAMIN F. SHAMBAUGH
Superintendent State Historical Society of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa
President Butler, Governor McCr~y, President Moores,
Members of the Society of Indiana Pioneers, of the Indiana
Historical Society, and of the Indiana Historical Commission,
1 bring you greetings from your kinsfolk in Iowa and from the
State Historical Society of Iowa.
To Mr. Hamlin Garland I have the very great pleasure of
bringing special greetings from his Iowa girls. The truth
is that his following of Iowa girls is now so large that they
are organized into a society. They have entrusted to my care
a sealed letter o-f greeting which I now have the honor of
presenting. Mr. Garland, the girls of the Hamlin Garland
Literary Society of the State University of Iowa greet you
most cordially !
Although on the printed program I am scheduled for "Greetings", I have a suspicion that I am invited to the dinner this
evening to apologize for some things I said two years ago on
a similar occasion. That was a most delightful and interesting occasion-just like this evening, except that when the
roll was called each member arose, gave his name and the
names of the ancestors under whom he qualified. About a
quarter before twelve the president introduced me. What
could I do, following the recital of the glories of so much
ancestry? Well, I tried to make good by claiming an equally
illustrious ancestry.
And so I traced my lineage back through the pioneer region
to Pennsylvania. I told how my forebears had landed at
Philadelphia in about 1728 and found themselves among
"Friends". That pleased Professor Lindley. Encouraged by
this recognition I went on, crossed the Atlantic, roamed
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through the forests of Switzerland and Germany, swung from
the trees, crawled in the mud of primeval seas, swam in
primeval oceans, and finally arrived at the home of the first
cell of living matter. Such was the account of my ancestry
as given two years ago. In view of the fact that the official
stenographer declined to report my evolutionary observation
on the grounds of conscientious scruples against the theory
of the animal origin of man, I now publicly withdraw what
I said two years ago in order that what I say this evening
may be duly recorded.
Today I was deeply interested in what Mr. Garland had
to say about a visit to his old home in Wisconsin; for his
remarks reealled to my mind a trip which I made last fall to
the Iowa farm on which I was born. I do not know that I
ever spent a more inspiring day-interesting and yet full of
regret. The place I wanted most of all to sec on that old
farm was the slough-about one hundrerl acres of wild land,
in which there were marshes, bogs, streams, trees, insects,
birds, fishes, turtles, and frogs. I remembered the buming of
the dead slough gras.s in the springtime. It seemed to me
like a prairie fire in miniature. It was a wonderful sight.
And so I wanted to visit the old slough-the slough of my
boyhood days. And what do you suppose greeted my eyes?
One hundred acres of the most b<'autiful corn that I have
ever seen. But I resented the <'hange. I said to myself: Have
we in Ameriea come to this? We deliberately rob ourselves
and posterity of the beauty spots where insects and birds live
and where flowers grow and bloom. For a few more bushels
of com we blot out the last vestiges of the old-time wilderness.
I am happy to say that the Conservation Department in Iowa
is inaugurating an agitation against the draining of every
pond and slough in the state.
Again I was disappointed. Recalling my boyhood days, I
looked from the back fence out across the counfry where there
were beautiful forests in the early days, and I saw that the
hills had been stripped of their trees. ln the place of forests
there were cornfields. Such are the ravages of industry and
of minds bent on material gains! In Iowa there is plenty
of land for eorn without robbing the hills of their trees and
the sloughs .md ponds of their insects, and birds, and flowers.
I sometimes wondt•r whether the hands that now turn the
wheel will bl able to handle the brush or pen as well as did
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the hands that followed the plow. Sometimes is seems to me
as though the rough, rugged, complex life of the frontier is
necessary to make authors and writers like HamUn Garland.
Sometimes 1 think that the frontier or the open country is
necessary in making great statesmen. When I think of the
wonderful inspiration that came from the open country, I
sometimes wonder what there is to inspire the youth of today.
What is it that makes men dream and see visions in this day
and generation? When I think of how I sat on that old back
fence and dreamed dreams as the sun went down behind the
tree-covered hills, I wonder what the1·e is today in the limousine and the paved roads that can make young men and young
women dream ! And when young men and young women
cease to dream, life ceases to be worth while.
Ladies and gentlemen, it has been a great inspiration to
me to meet with you this evening. And I am coming again
on the occasion of the dedication of the Historical-Museum
Building, to be erected in connection with your great War
Memorial. Until that day, good-night.
President Butler: Within this room occurred America's
great tribute to our Indiana poet, James Whitcomb Riley.
Our next speaker was a personal friend of Riley. We are
glad to greet him in this room, the Riley Room. He is a
son of the West, not a Hawk-Eye, as the last speaker, but a
Badger, the most insistent and persistent animal I know. He
is a son of the "Middle Border." We are glad to have him
here tonight, Hamlin Garland, historian, man of letters, social
reformer, interpreter of the life and spirit of the early West.
PERSONAL REMINISCENCES OF INDIANA AUTHORS
Hamlin Garland, New York City
Ladies and Gentlemen of Indiana :-I thought I had a very
high conception of this State. I thought I knew something
of its solidarity and of its loyality, but tonight I am still
further instructed in the magnificent centralization of yom·
pride of State. Dr. Shambaugh, I do not know whether we
could make such a showing as this in De Moines or in Madison.
Somehow these Indiana people do come together and stick
together in the most amazing way.
Of course there was nothing fox me to talk about tonight
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except Indiana authors, and that is what I must do, and that
is what 1 am about to do, and at the close of my remarks it
has been requested that my daughter, Miss Isabel, do what
she has been doing with me on the platform. She will appear
in a gown modeled after the one my mother wore in 1865
on the Sunday that my father came back from the war. She
will read the last half of the story called "The Return of tho
Pri\'ate Soldier", I asked her to take this selection because,
after all, the soldiers of Indiana must ha,·e returned in almost
precisely the same way,-and then, furthermore, I consider
myself at least for this evening an Indiana author by adoption.
This will be in a sense a bit of historical work, rendered with
the assistance of my daughter, in this quaint dress. In addition, she
read a poem which I am afraid you do not
know as well as you should, called "The Pilgrim of the Plains",
by Joaquin Miller. Some of you may not know that he was
a Hoosier. He was born here and this poem began here. Il
is one of the noblest tributes to the pioneer that there is in
verse. Nothing in our liLeratur<' surpasses it in this regard.
There arc just three men with whom I shall concern myself tonight: Edward Eggleston, James Whitcomb Riley and
Joaquin Miller.'*

,..,ill

President Butler: We are very glad that we have our
Governor with us tonight and we should like to have him say
a few words.
Governor Warren T. McCray: Mr. 'l'oastmaster, Beloved
Hoosiers-I have enjoyed the evening very much. I am
pleased to say I have the qualifications necessary to belong
to this organization and I think if I am duly urged I will
affiliate, because I know that the best people on God's earth
belong to this Society. I rejoice that I have had the opportunity 0f being permjtied to be with you and if 1 am permitted
I do not think I shall miss any meetings in the future.
President Butler:

• E11itor'

Noh .

The meeting is now adjourned.

ln.t much a s mi\ny uf thl• tlung:-. n lattrl by Mr. (;a..ianrl will appl.-ar
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REGISTRATION LIST
FOURTH HISTORY CONFERENCE
A

Miss Effie Abraham, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Josephine Adams, Noblesville.
W. W. Aikens, Franklin.
Miss Ruth Allerdice, Indianapolis.
Ebert Allison, Tipton.
Miss Katherine S. Alvord, Depauw University, Greencastle.
Mrs. Ellison Arbuckle, Indianapolis.

B
Mrs. Fannie K. Baker, Indianapolis.
Mrs. James P. Baker, Southport.
S. Frank Balcom, Indianapolis.
Albert J. Ball, •Indianapolis.
Mrs. Belle Bannister, Indianapolis.
Elmore Barce, Fowler.
Mrs. W. T. Barnes, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Esther C. Barr, Indianapoli8.
Mrs. F. S. Bates, Richmond.
Mrs. Eva Neal Beck, Franklin.
Mrs. Henry A. Beck, Indianapolis.
Mrs. John F. Barnhill, Indianapolis.
Adrian A. Beecher, Terre Haute.
Miss Mary E. Behrens, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Walter S. Bent, Wabash.
J. C. Black, Anderson.
Mrs. L. A. Blacklidge, Rushville.
Mrs. Katherine Evans Blake, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Charles C. Binkley, Indianapolis.
Mrs. John H. Bloor, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Chai-les W. Bone, West Lafayette.
Rev. Edward M. Boney, Tipton.
Mrs. Ruth M. Bosart, Indianapolis.·
Claude G. Bowers, Fort Wayne.
Catherine C. Bowers, Indianapolis.
Miss Permelia Boyd, Scottsburg.
Miss Elizabeth M. Brayton, Indianapolis.
Herbert Briggs, Terre Haute.
Mrs. Thomas J. Brooks, Bedford.
Demarchus C. Brown, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Eliza C. Brown, Indianapolis.
J. A. Brown, Indianapolis.
Miss Eliza G. Browning, Indianapolis.
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Miss ,Jo!<ephine L. Bruce, Indinnapolis.
Mri;, Olive n. Brunner, Curmt•l.
C. J. Buchanan, Indianapolis.
Mrs. H. B. Burnett, Indiana1iolis.
Amos Butler, Indianapolis.
James H. Butler, Indianapolis.
Mrs. James H. Butler, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Cora O. Bynum, Lebanon.
C

Rex Campbell, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Rex Campbell, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Louise M. Campbell, Indianapolis.
Miss Lucy Campbell, Indianapolis.
Miss Mary Carmichael, Indianapolis.
Mrs. E. H. Carpenter, Indianapolis.
E. H. Carpenter Indianapolis.
l\Irs. Elizabeth S. Cun, Indianapolis.
Earl L. Carter, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Mary J. Coulson Cartwright, Indianapolis.
liiss Florence Case, Marion.
Mrs. L. E. Case, Columbus.
Miss Margaret mien Cauble, Indianapolis.
Mrs. F. P. Cauble, Salem.
,John C. Chaney, Sullivan.
A. S. Chapman, Madison.
Mrs. George Cheney, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Grace Julian Clarke, Indianapolis.
John F. Clearwater:;, Hillsboro.
Miss Florence Coffin, Indianapolis.
Mrs. .J. K. Conner, Indianapolis.
Mrs. S. J. Copeland, Indianapolis.
George S. Cottman, Indianapolis.
Mrs. G. S. Cottman, Indianapolis.
Dr. E. H. Cowan, Crawfordsville.
Mrs. A. T. Cox, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Nellie G. Craig, Indianapolis.
Robert C. Craig, Indianapolis.
Mrs. Robert C. Craig, Indianapolis.
Mrs. J. B. Crankshaw, Fort Wayne.
Mr;;. Theodore n. Craven, Indianapolis.
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